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PREFACE.

N ext to G eorge W ashington, w e m ust w rite, upon the C atalogue of A m erican Patriots, the nam e of Benjam in Franklin. H e
had so m any virtues that there is no need of exaggerating them ; so few  im perfections that they need not be concealed. The
w riter has endeavored to give a perfectly accurate view  of his character, and of that great struggle, in w hich he took so
conspicuous a part, w hich secured the Independence of the U nited States. Probably there can no w here be found, w ithin
the sam e lim its, so vivid a picture of Life in A m erica, one hundred years ago, as the career of Franklin presents.

This volum e is the tw elfth of the Library Series of Pioneers and Patriots. The series presents a graphic history of our
country from  its discovery.

1. Christopher Colum bus reveals to us the W est Indies, and gives a narrative of w onders unsurpassed in fact or fable.

2. D e Soto conducts us to Florida, and leads us through scenes of rom ance, crim e, blood and w oeð through m any Indian
tribes, across the continent, to the M ississippi, w here he finds his m elancholy grave.

3. La Salle, and his heroic com panions, traversed thousands of m iles of m ajestic lakes and unknow n rivers, and
introduces us to innum erable barbaric tribes. There is no other w riter, w ho, from  his ow n personal observation, can give
one so vivid an idea of Life in the Indian village and w igw am .

4. M iles Standish w as the Captain of the Pilgrim s. H e conducts us in the M ay Flow er, across the A tlantic, lands us at
Plym outh, and tells the never to be forgotten story of the heroism  of our fathers in laying the foundations of this great
republic.

5. Captain K idd, and the Buccaneers, reveal to us the aw ful condition of N orth and South A m erica, w hen there w as no
protecting law  here, and w hen pirates sw ept sea and land, inflicting atrocities, the narrative of w hich causes the ear
w hich hears it to tingle.

6. Peter Stuyvesant takes us by the hand, and introduces us to the D utch settlem ent at the m outh of the H udson, conveys
us, in his schooner, up the solitary river, along w hose forest-covered banks Indian villages w ere scattered; and reveals
to us all the struggles, by w hich the D utch N ew  A m sterdam  w as converted into the English N ew  Y ork.

7. Benjam in Franklin should chronologically take his place here. There is probably not, in the com pass of all literature,
a biography m ore full of entertainm ent and valuable thought, than a truthful sketch of the career of Benjam in Franklin. H e
leads us to Philadelphia, one hundred and fifty years ago, and m akes us perfectly fam iliar w ith life there and then. H e
conducts us across the A tlantic to the C ourt of St. Jam es, and the Court of V ersailles. There is no w riter, French or
English, w ho has given such vivid sketches of the scenes w hich w ere w itnessed there, as cam e from  the pen of B enjam in
Franklin. For half a century Franklin m oved am id the m ost stupendous events, a graphic history of w hich his pen has
recorded.

8. G eorge W ashington has no superior. H um anity is proud of his nam e. H e seem s to have approached as near perfection
as any m an w ho ever lived. In his w onderful career w e becam e fam iliar w ith all the struggles of the A m erican
Revolution. W ith a feeble soldiery, collected from  a population of less than three m illions of people, he baffled all the
efforts of the fleets and arm ies of G reat B ritain, the m ost pow erful em pire upon this globe.

9. D aniel Boone w as the C ow per of the w ilderness; a solitary m an loving the silent com panionship of the w oods. H e
leads us across the A lleghanies to the fields of K entucky, before any w hite m anôs foot had traversed those m agnificent
realm s. N o tale of rom ance could ever surpass his adventures w ith the Indians.

10. Kit Carson w as the child of the w ilderness. H e w as by nature a gentlem an, and one of the m ost lovable of m en. H is
w eird-like life passed rapidly aw ay, before the introduction of railroads and steam boats. H is strange, heroic adventures
are ever read w ith astonishm ent, and they invariably secure for him  the respect and affection of all w ho becom e fam iliar
w ith his nam e.

11. Paul Jones w as one of the purest patriots, and perhaps the m ost heroic naval hero, to w hom  any country has given
birth. H e has been so traduced, by the Tory press of G reat Britain, that even the A m ericans have not yet done him  full
justice. This narrative of his astonishing achievem ents w ill, it is hoped, give him  rank, in the opinion of every reader,
w ith W ashington, Franklin, Jefferson and Lafayette.



12. D avid C rockett w as a unique m an. There is no one like him . U nder no institutions but ours could such a character be
form ed. From  a log hut, m ore com fortless than the w igw am  of the savage, and w ithout being able either to read or w rite,
he enters legislative halls, takes his seat in Congress, and m akes the tour of our great cities, attracting crow ds to hear him
speak. H is life is a w ild rom ance of undoubted truth.

Such is the character of this little library of tw elve volum es. The w riter, w ho has now  entered the evening of life,
affectionately com m ends them  to the young m en of A m erica, upon w hose footsteps their m orning sun is now  rising. The
life of each one, if prolonged to three score years and ten, w ill surely prove a storm y scene. But it m ay end in a serene
and tranquil evening, ushering in the glories of an im m ortal day.

JO H N
S.

C .

A B B O T T .

FA IR H A V EN , C O N N .

A s this is not im probably the last book I shall w rite, it m ay not be im proper for m e to state that, at the age of tw enty-four,
I com m enced the career of an author, by w riting ñThe M other A t H om e.ò I have now  attained the age of three score years
and ten. In the m eantim e I have w ritten fifty-four volum es of H istory or Biography. In every one it has been m y endeavor
to m ake the inhabitants of this sad w orld m ore brotherly,ð better and happier.

The long series is probably closed w ith the biography of Benjam in Franklin. Every page has been penned under this
im pression. A  them e m ore full of instruction and interest could not be chosen.

A nd now , in m y declining years, as I feel that the battle has been fought and, I hope, the victory w on, it is an unspeakable
com fort for m e to reflect, that, in all these fifty-four volum es, there is not one line w hich, ñdying, I could w ish to blot.ò
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BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.



CHAPTER I.

Parentage and Early Life.

The parentage of Franklinð H is parents em igrate to A m ericað C haracter of his fatherð A biah Folger, his
m otherð B irth and baptism ð Influence of his U ncle Strongð O f the W histleð C hildish exploitsð
U ncongenial em ploym entð Skill in sw im m ingð Early reading.ð Boston at that tim eð A n indentured
apprenticeð Form  of Indentureð Enters a printing officeð Fondness for readingð A necdotesð H abits of
studyð Fondness for argum entð A dopts a vegetable dietð The tw o creeds.

A bout the year 1685, Josiah Franklin, w ith his w ife and three children, em igrated from  Banbury, England, to seek his
fortune in this new  w orld. H e w as in all respects a very w orthy m an, intelligent, industrious, and influenced to conduct
by high m oral and religious principles. Several of Josiah Franklinôs neighbors accom panied him  in his rem oval.

B oston w as then a straggling village, of five or six thousand inhabitants. In front spread out its m agnificent bay, w ith its
beautiful islands. In the rear the prim eval forest extended, alm ost unbroken, through unexplored w ilds to the Pacific. H is
trade w as that of a dyer. Finding, how ever, but little em ploym ent in that business, he set up as a tallow  chandler and
soap boiler. Four years of lifeôs usual joys and sorrow s passed aw ay w hen M rs. Franklin died, leaving six children. The
eldest w as but eleven years of age. This m otherless little fam ily needed a m aternal guardian. W ithin the year, M r.
Franklin m arried A biah Folger, of N antucket. She w as the youngest daughter of Peter Folger, a m an illustrious for m any
virtues, and of w hom  it has been w ell said, that ñhe w as w orthy to be the grandfather of B enjam in Franklin.ò She proved
to be a noble w om an, and w as all that either husband or children could w ish for. Ten children w ere the fruit of this
union. Benjam in w as born on the sixth of January, (O . S.) 1706.

H e w as born in the m orning of a Sabbath day. H is father then resided directly opposite the O ld South C hurch, in M ilk
street. The sam e day, the babe, w hose renow n it w as then little im agined w ould subsequently fill the civilized w orld,
w as w rapped in blankets, and carried by his father across the street through the w intry air, to the O ld South C hurch,
w here he w as baptized by the R ev. D r. W illard. H e w as nam ed B enjam in, after a m uch beloved uncle then residing in
England. This uncle w as a m an of som e property, of decided literary tastes, and of the sim ple, fervent piety, w hich
characterized the best people of those days. H e took an ever increasing interest in B enjam in. H e eventually cam e over to
this country, and exerted a pow erful influence in m oulding the character of his nephew , w hose brilliant intellect he
appreciated.

Soon after the birth of B enjam in, his father rem oved to a hum ble but com fortable dw elling at the corner of H anover and
U nion streets. H ere he passed the rem ainder of his days. W hen Franklin had attained the age of five years, a terrible
conflagration took place, since know n as the G reat B oston Fire. Just as the cold blasts of w inter began to sw eep the
streets, this great calam ity occurred. The w hole heart of the thriving little tow n w as laid in ashes. O ver a hundred
fam ilies found them selves in destitution in the streets.

A n incident took place w hen Franklin w as about seven years of age, w hich left so indelible an im pression upon his
m ind, that it cannot be om itted in any faithful record of his life. H e gave the follow ing account of the event in his
autobiography, w ritten after the lapse of sixty-six years:

ñM y friends, on a holiday, filled m y pockets w ith coppers. I w ent directly to a shop w here they sold
toys for children; and being charm ed w ith the sound of a w histle that I m et by the w ay in the hands of
another boy, I voluntarily gave all m y m oney for one. I then cam e hom e and w ent w histling all over the
house, m uch pleased w ith m y w histle, but disturbing all the fam ily. M y brothers and sisters and
cousins, understanding the bargain I had m ade, told m e that I had given four tim es as m uch for it as it
w as w orth; put m e in m ind w hat good things I m ight have bought w ith the rest of the m oney; and
laughed at m e so m uch for m y folly, that I cried w ith vexation; and the reflection gave m e m ore chagrin
than the w histle gave m e pleasure.ò

This story, as published by Franklin, w ith his keen practical reflections, has becom e as a household w ord in all the
fam ilies of England and A m erica; and has been translated into nearly all the languages of m odern Europe.

From  early childhood Franklin w as celebrated for his physical beauty, his athletic vigor and his im perturbable good



nature. H is com panions invariably recognized him  as their natural leader. H e w as in no respect w hat w ould be called a
religious boy, but in m any things he had a high sense of honor.

There w as a m arsh, flooded at high tides, w here the boys used to fish for m innow s. M uch tram pling had converted the
spot into a quagm ire. A  m an w as about to build a house near by, and had carted a large quantity of stones for the cellar.
Franklin called the boys together and suggested that they should go in the evening, take those stones, and build a w harf
upon w hich they could stand w ith dry feet. It w as done. A nd under the skilful engineering of the youthful Franklin, it w as
quite scientifically done. Com plaints and detection follow ed. Josiah Franklin severely reproved B enjam in for the
dishonest act, but it does not appear that the conscience of the precocious boy w as m uch troubled. H e argued very
forcibly that the utility of the m easure proved its necessity.

A t the age of eight years, Benjam in entered the B oston G ram m ar School. H is progress w as very rapid, and at the close of
the year he w as at the head of his class. The father had hoped to give his prom ising boy a liberal education; but his large
fam ily and straitened circum stances rendered it necessary for him  to abandon the plan. A t the age of ten years his school
life w as com pleted, and he w as taken into his fatherôs shop to run of errands, and to attend to the details of candle-
m aking, cutting w icks, filling m oulds, and w aiting upon custom ers. H e could w rite a good hand, could read fluently,
could express him self w ith ease on paper, but in all arithm etical studies w as very backw ard.

There is scarcely any sport w hich has such a charm  for boys as sw im m ing. Franklin excelled all his com panions. It is
reported that his skill w as w onderful; and that at any tim e betw een his tw elfth and sixtieth year, he could w ith ease have
sw um  across the H ellespont. In his earliest years, in all his am usem ents and em ploym ents, his inventive genius w as at
w ork in searching out expedients. To facilitate rapidity in sw im m ing he form ed tw o oval pallets, m uch resem bling those
used by painters, about ten inches long, and six broad. A  hole w as cut for the thum b and they w ere bound fast to the palm
of the hand. Sandals of a som ew hat sim ilar construction w ere bound to the soles of the feet. W ith these appliances
Franklin found that he could sw im  m ore rapidly, but his w rists soon becam e greatly fatigued. The sandals also he found
of little avail, as in sw im m ing, the propelling stroke is partly given by the inside of the feet and ankles, and not entirely
by the soles of the feet.

In the vicinity of Boston there w as a pond a m ile w ide. Franklin m ade a large paper kite, and w hen the w ind blew
strongly across the pond, he raised it, and entering the w ater and throw ing him self upon his back w as borne rapidly to
the opposite shore. ñThe m otion,ò he says, ñw as exceedingly agreeable.ò A  boy carried his clothes around. Subsequently
he w rote to M . D ubourg,

ñI have never since that tim e practiced this singular m ode of sw im m ing; though I think it not im possible
to cross in this m anner from  D over to C alais. The packet boat, how ever, is still preferable.ò[1]

The taste for reading of this w onderful boy w as insatiable. H e had access, com paratively, to few  books, but those he
devoured w ith the utm ost eagerness. B unyanôs Pilgrim ôs Progress w as, so to speak, his first love. H aving read and re-
read it until his w hole spirit w as incorporated w ith its nature, he sold the volum e and purchased B urtonôs H istorical
Collections. This consisted of quite a series of anecdotes and adventures, w ritten in an attractive style, and published at
a low  price. In those early years he read another book w hich exerted a pow erful influence in the form ation of his
character. W hen eighty years of age he alludes as follow s to this w ork in a letter to M r. Sam uel M ather, w ho w as son of
the author, Cotton M ather,

ñW hen I w as a boy I m et w ith a book entitled óEssays to do G ood,ô w hich I think w as w ritten by your
father. It had been so little regarded by a form er possessor that several leaves of it w ere torn out; but
the rem ainder gave m e such a turn of thinking, as to have an influence on m y conduct through life; for I
have alw ays set a greater value on the character of a doer of good, than on any other kind of a
reputation; and if I have been, as you seem  to think, a useful citizen, the public ow e the advantage of it
to that book.ò[2]

W hen Franklin w as tw elve years of age, the population of Boston had increased to about ten thousand. A n incident is
recorded of Franklin at this tim e, w hich strikingly illustrates the peculiarity of his m ental structure and the w ant of
reverence w ith w hich he gradually accustom ed him self to regard religious things. H is fatherôs habit, in the long graces
w hich preceded each m eal, rather w earied the tem per of his son. The precocious young skeptic, w ith characteristic
irreverence, ventured to say,



ñI think, father, that if you w ere to say grace over the w hole cask, once for all, it w ould save tim e.ò[3]

This w as the rem ark of a boy but tw elve years of age. Though it does not indicate a very devout spirit, it certainly gives
evidence of an intellect of unusual acuteness.

Franklin ever spoke of his boyhood as the very happy period of a rem arkably happy life. H is peculiar tem peram ent
enabled him  to be happy under circum stances in w hich others w ould have been very m iserable. H is affections in after
years ever yearned tow ard Boston; he w as accustom ed to speak of it as ñthat beloved place.ò In one of his letters to John
Lathrop he w rote,

ñThe B oston m anner, the turn of phrase, and even tone of voice and accent in pronunciation, all please
and seem  to revive and refresh m e.ò

For tw o years Benjam in continued to assist his father in the business of soap and candle m aking. H e w as continually
looking for an opportunity to escape the drudgery of that em ploym ent and enter upon som e m ore congenial business. Like
m ost adventurous boys, he thought m uch of the rom ance of a sea-life. A n elder brother had run aw ay, had gone to sea,
and for years had not been heard from . B enjam inôs father becam e very anxious as he w itnessed the discontent of his son.
This anxiety w as increased w hen an elder brother m arried, rem oved to Rhode Island, and set up a soap and candle
establishm ent for him self. This seem ed to B enjam in to rivet the chains w hich bound him  at hom e. A pparently his father
could not spare him  from  the business. Thus he seem ed doom ed to spend the rem ainder of his days in em ploym ent w hich
proved to him  increasingly uncongenial.

The judicious father, apprehensive that his son m ight be lured secretly to em bark for som e distant voyage, visited w ith
his son all the varied w orkshops of B oston, that he m ight select that trade w hich to him  w ould seem  m ost desirable.
B enjam in exam ined all these w orkshops w ith intensest interest. H e selected the em ploym ent of a cutler, and entered upon
the business for a few  days; but at that tim e a boy w ho w as about to learn a trade w as apprenticed to a m aster. A s a
prem ium  for learning the business he usually had to pay about one hundred dollars. Then after a series of years, during
w hich he w orked for nothing, he w as entitled for a tim e to receive journeym anôs w ages. B ut his father, Josiah Franklin,
w as unable to settle satisfactorily the term s of indenture, and the cutlery trade w as given up.

W e have m entioned that Franklin w as one of a large fam ily of children. B y the tw o m arriages of his father, there w ere
sixteen sons and daughters around the fam ily hearth. O ne of the sons, Jam es, had been sent to London to learn the trade of
a printer. H e returned to B oston and set up business on his ow n account, w hen B enjam in w as eleven years of age. It w as
decided to bind B enjam in to this business. R eluctantly B enjam in consented to place him self in such subordination to his
brother. H e w as, how ever, bound to him  for a period of nine years, from  tw elve to tw enty-one. D uring the last year he
w as to receive a journeym anôs w ages. The follow ing extract from  this form  of indenture of apprenticeship, w hich w as in
com m on use in the reign of G eorge the First, w ill be read w ith interest.

ñH e shall neither buy nor sell w ithout his m asterôs license. Taverns, inns, or ale-houses he shall not
haunt. A t cards, dice, tables, or any other unlaw ful gam e he shall not play. M atrim ony he shall not
contract; nor from  the service of his said m aster day nor night absent him self, but in all things, as an
honest and faithful apprentice, shall and w ill dem ean and behave him self tow ards his said m aster and
all his, during said term . A nd the said Jam es Franklin, the m aster, for and in consideration of the sum
of ten pounds of law ful B ritish m oney to him  in hand paid by the said Josiah Franklin, the father, the
receipt of w hich is hereby acknow ledged, the said apprentice in the art of a printer w hich he now
useth, shall teach and instruct or cause to be taught and instructed the best w ay and m anner that he can,
finding and allow ing unto the said apprentice, m eat, drink, w ashing, lodging and all other necessaries
during the said term .ò

B enjam in devoted him self w ith great assiduity to learn the trade of a printer. The office in w hich he w orked, stood at the
corner of Franklin avenue and C ourt street. For three years, Franklin w as thus em ployed, apparently never seeking
recreation, and never having a m om ent of leisure save such as he could rescue from  sleep or from  his m eals. There w ere
at that tim e several bookstores in B oston. The em inent m en of that province had brought w ith them  to the N ew  W orld,
literary and scientific tastes of a high order. Even then the axe of the settler had been heard but at a short distance in the
prim eval forests, w hich still encircled all the large tow ns. Bears w ere not unfrequently shot from  Long W harf, as they
sw am  from  island to island, or endeavored to cross the solitary bay. It is said that at that tim e tw enty bears w ere often
shot in a w eek.



B enjam in Franklin, inspired by his love of reading, cultivated friendly relations w ith the clerks in the bookstores. From
them  he borrow ed interesting volum es, w hich he took hom e in the evening w ith the utm ost care, and having spent m ost of
the night in reading, w ould return them  at an early hour in the m orning, before the m aster of the shop had tim e to m iss
them .

Som ething in the dem eanor of Franklin attracted the attention of a m erchant in B oston by the nam e of M atthew  A dam s.
H e invited him  to his library and loaned him  books. The ladôs U ncle Benjam in, in England, w ho w as very fond of
com posing rhym es w hich he called poetry, sent m any of his effusions to his favorite nephew , and opened quite a brisk
correspondence w ith him . Thus B enjam in soon becam e a fluent rhym ester, and w rote sundry ballads w hich w ere sold in
the streets and becam e quite popular. There w as a great dem and at that tim e for narratives of the exploits of pirates, the
doom  of m urderers, and w ild love adventures. It is said that one of the B oston publishers, in the sale of ballads alone,
found a very lucrative business. B enjam in, w ho found it very easy to w rite doggerel verse, w rote one ballad called ñThe
Light-house Tragedy.ò It w as a graphic, and w hat w ould be called at the present day, a sensational account of a
shipw reck, in w hich the captain and his tw o daughters perished. H e w rote another w hich w as still m ore captivating, and
w hich in all its m ain features w as historically true. It w as an account of the w orld-renow ned pirate, Edw ard Teach,
usually called Blackbeard. The reader w ill find a m inute narrative of the career of that m onster in the volum e of this
series of Pioneers and Patriots entitled ñC aptain K idd; or the early A m erican Buccaneers.ò O ne stanza has descended to
us w hich it is said com posed a portion of this ballad, and w hich is certainly a fair specim en of the popular style then in
vogue.

ñC om e all you jolly sailors
Y ou all so stout and brave,

C om e hearken and Iôll tell you,
W hat happened on the w ave.

O h ôtis of that bloody Blackbeard
Iôm  going now  for to tell

A nd as how  by gallant M aynard
H e soon w as sent to H ell.

W ith a dow n, dow n, derry dow n.ò

This w as indeed w retched stuff, as Franklin afterw ards adm itted; but it is to be rem em bered he w as then but a boy of
fifteen. H aving com posed the ballad and set in type and printed it, he w as then sent to haw k it through the streets. This
w as certainly a rem arkable achievem ent for a lad of his years. The eagerness w ith w hich both of the ballads w ere seized
by the public m ust have greatly gratified the self-esteem  of the young w riter.

A ddison w as a bungler in talk, but every sentence from  his pen w as elegant. H e once said, ñI carry no loose change in
m y pocket, but I can draw  for a thousand pounds.ò Burke said of G oldsm ith, ñH e w rites like an angel, but he talks like
poor Poll.ò Franklin w as by no m eans a bungler in his speech, but he w as not fluent. H e hesitated, and w as at a loss for
w ords, but w hatever he w rote had a w onderful flow  of harm ony. The right w ord w as alw ays in the right place.
D oubtless had he devoted as m uch attention to the acquirem ent of conversational ease, as he did to skill in w riting, he
w ould have been as successful in the one art as in the other. From  early life it w as his great am bition to be not m erely a
fine but a forcible w riter. H e did not seek splendor of diction, but that perspicuity, that transparency of expression w hich
w ould convey the thought m ost directly to the m ind.

A n odd volum e of the Spectator fell in his w ay. H e w as charm ed w ith the style. Selecting som e interesting incident, he
w ould read it w ith the closest care; he w ould then close the book, endeavoring to retain the thought only w ithout regard
to the expression. Then w ith pen, in hand, he w ould sit dow n and relate the anecdote or the incident in the m ost forceful
and graphic w ords his vocabulary w ould afford. This he w ould correct and re-correct, m inutely attending to the capitals
and the punctuation until he had m ade it in all respects as perfect as it w as in his pow er. H e then com pared his narrative
w ith that in the Spectator. O f course he usually found m any faults w hich he had com m itted, but occasionally he could not
but adm it he had im proved upon his original. This encouraged him  w ith the hope that by long continued practice, he
m ight becom e an able w riter of the English language. This practice he continued for m onths, varying it in m any w ays. H e
continued to rhym e, though he adm itted that there w as little poetry in his verse. The exercise, how ever, he thought useful
in giving him  a m astery of language.

Though Franklin w rote ballads, he seem ed to be m ainly interested in reading books of the m ost elevated and instructive



character. Lockeôs ñEssay on the H um an U nderstanding,ò he studied thoroughly. ñThe A rt of Thinking,ò by the M essrs.
de Port R oyal, engrossed all his energies. B ut perhaps there w as no book, at that tim e, w hich produced so deep and
abiding im pression on his m ind as the ñM em orabilia of Socrates,ò by X enophon.

Franklin w as fond of arguing; he w as naturally disputatious. W ith his keen intellect, he w as pretty sure to com e off as
victor, at least in his ow n judgm ent, in discussions w ith his associates. B ut the Socratic m ethod of argum entation, so
different from  that in w hich he had been accustom ed to indulge, at once secured his approval and adm iration. Socrates
w as never guilty of the discourtesy of assailing an opponent w ith flat contradiction or positive assertion. W ith a
politeness w hich never failed him , and a m odesty of dem eanor w hich w on the regard of all others, he w ould lead his
fellow  disputant, by a series of questions, to assent to the view s w hich he advocated. Franklin im m ediately com m enced
practicing upon this new ly discovered art. H e w as rem arkably successful, and becam e one of the m ost agreeable and
beloved of com panions. But ere long he becam e satisfied of the folly of these disputations, in w hich each party struggles,
not for truth, but for victory. It is sim ply an exercise of intellectual gladiatorship, in w hich the m an w ho has the m ost skill
and m uscle discom fits his antagonist. Jefferson w arned his nephew  to avoid disputation. H e says, ñI have never know n,
during m y long life, any personsô engage in a dispute in w hich they did not separate, each m ore firm ly convinced than
before of the correctness of his ow n view s.ò

Franklin enjoyed m arvellous health. H is digestive pow ers w ere perfect. H e could live upon any thing and alm ost upon
nothing w ithout experiencing any inconvenience. A  book advocating purely vegetable diet accidentally fell into his
hands. It urged the pecuniary econom y and the saving of tim e in adopting a vegetarian diet. Eagerly he adopted the view s
presented. H e could safely do so, had the author advocated raw  onions and carrots. The stom ach of Franklin w ould have
received them  and assim ilated them  w ithout any rem onstrance. H e succeeded in inducing his brother to relinquish one
half of his board and allow  him  to board him self. B enjam in found that in this w ay, he saved m uch tim e and m uch m oney.
A  handful of raisins, a roll of bread, and a glass of w ater afforded him  a dinner. This he could dispose of in from  five to
ten m inutes, and have the rem ainder of the dinner hour for reading.

The hours of the night w ere his ow n. H e often sat up late and rose early, his soul all absorbed in intellectual vigils.

There are tw o platform s of m orality, in som e respects inseparably blended, in others quite distinctly separated from  each
other. The one of these platform s constitutes the low  standard of m ere w orldly m orality. It says,

Y ou m ust not kill, you m ust not steal, you m ust not lie, you m ust not slander your neighbor, you m ust
not cheat him  in a bargain.

B ut there is another platform  w hich not only includes all this, but w hich introduces principles of an infinitely higher
grade. It is the platform  enforced by Jesus C hrist as essential to a life w hich shall be pleasing to our H eavenly Father.
O ur Saviour says, Y ou m ust love G od in w hom  you live and m ove and have your being: you m ust daily pray to him  w ith
gratitude for the favors you receive. In the great conflict, raging here below , betw een sin and holiness, your w hole heart
m ust yearn w ith the desire that G odôs ñkingdom  m ay com e and that H is w ill m ay be done on earth as in H eaven.ò
Im itating the exam ple of your Saviour, w ho w as G od m anifest in the flesh that by H is life H e m ight show  m en how  to
live, you m ust do everything in your pow er to lead your neighbors and friends to love G od, to avoid everything in
thought, w ord, or deed, w hich you think w ill be displeasing to H im ; and you m ust do all in your pow er to prepare your
heart for that w orld of purity and love w here the spirits of the just are m ade perfect. N o one can be blind to the fact that
these principles are infinitely above the principles of m ere w orldly m orality. They are not a substitute for those
principles, but an addition to them .

A t the age of sixteen, Franklin w as disposed to adopt the low er of these creeds as his rule of life; at tim es affirm ing that
it w as superior to the teachings of Jesus C hrist; w hile again there w ould be the very clear and inconsistent avow al that,
in this w icked w orld, som ething m ore w as needed than teachings w hich he could plainly see seldom , if ever influenced a
lost and degraded m an, to be changed from  a Saul of Tarsus to a Paul the A postle. N o one can understand the peculiar
religious and m oral character of B enjam in Franklin, w ithout bearing in m ind these distinctions.



CHAPTER II.

Developments of Character.

V iew s of the Sabbathð W ritings of Collins and Shaftsburyð The creed of C ollinsð Franklin at sixteenð The
C ourantð D enunciations of the paperð Franklinôs m ode of acquiring the art of com positionð H is success as
a w riterð The Editor prosecutedð B enjam in becom es Editor and Publisherð Jealousy of his brotherð The
runaw ay apprenticeð The voyage to N ew  Y orkð G reat disappointm entð Eventful Journey to Philadelphia
ð G loom y prospectsð The daw n of brighter days.

Franklin w as never scrupulous in the observance of the Sabbath. Still, though he but occasionally attended church, he at
tim es very earnestly urged that duty upon his young friends. It is not probable that the preaching he heard in those days,
w as calculated to interest him . W hile a child under the parental roof, he ordinarily accom panied his parents, and seem ed
to regard it as his duty to do so.

H e now , how ever, w ith an increasing sense of independence, very m uch preferred to spend his precious hours in his
cham ber, reading books w hich engrossed his m ost intense interest. U nfortunately m any treatises fell into his hands in
w hich unchristian sentim ents w ere conveyed to his m ind, by m en of the highest intellectual character, and w hose w ritings
w ere invested w ith the m ost fascinating charm s of eloquence.

R obert B oyle, an Irish noblem an of w ealth and fervent piety, had established at O xford a lectureship, the object of w hich
w as to prove the truth of the C hristian religion. These lectures had found their w ay in tracts to the little library of
Franklinôs father. W hen but fifteen years of age the boy read them , w ith a far keener relish than m ost school-boys now
read the flashy novels of the day. In order to refute the argum ents of the deists, the lecturers w ere bound to produce those
argum ents fairly and forcibly. B ut to this young boyôs piercing m ind, the argum ents against Christianity seem ed stronger
than those w hich w ere brought forw ard to refute them . Thus the lad becam e, not a positive unbeliever, but an honest
doubter. H e now  sought earnestly for other w orks upon that all-im portant subject.

The tw o m ost im portant, influential and popular w riters of that day w ere perhaps A nthony C ollins and the Earl of
Shaftsbury. These w ere both m en of fortune, of polished education, and of great rhetorical and argum entative skill. Their
influence over young m inds w as greatly increased by the courtesy and candor w hich pervaded all their w ritings. They
ever w rote like gentlem en addressing gentlem en; and the view s they urged w ere presented w ith the m odesty of m en w ho
w ere earnestly seeking for the truth.

The m ain attack of both of these m en w as directed against the m iracles of the B ible. It w as very evident that, the D ivine
authority of the B ible being overthrow n, the w hole structure of the C hristian religion and m orality m ust pass aw ay. M r.
Parton, in his adm irable Life of Franklin, says,

ñA ny one w ho w ill turn over an edition of Shaftsbury, and try to read it w ith the m ind of this m erry and
receptive printerôs boy, w ill perceive how  entirely captivating it m ust have been to him . The raillery
that w as alw ays the raillery of a gentlem an; the irony so delicate as really to deceive som e m en w ho
passed for acute; the fine urbanity that pervades even the passages called severe; the genuine
reverence of the author for virtue; the spectacle revealed of a m an uniting in him self all that is good in
sense, w ith all that is agreeable in the m an of the w orld,ð how  pleasing it m ust all have been to our
inky apprentice as he m unched his noon-day crust.ò

The practical creed of C ollins and Shaftsbury, so far as it can be gleaned from  the obscurity of their brilliant pages,
consisted in the entire renunciation of all that is deem ed the spirituality of the C hristian creed, and the sim ple
enforcem ent of the ordinary principles of m orality in m anôs intercourse w ith his brother m an. In substance they said,

ñB e truthful and honest. D o not openly oppose the institutions of C hristianity, for that w ill render you
obnoxious to your neighbors. C onform  to the ordinary usages of the society in the m idst of w hich you
m ove; and as to creeds, let them  alone as unw orthy of a m om entôs thought.ò

Franklin, at sixteen years of age, becam e a thorough convert to these view s. H e w as virtually w ithout any G od. H e had
no rule of life but his ow n instincts; but those instincts w ere of a high order, em boldening his character and restraining
him  from  all vulgar vice. Thus he w andered for m any years; though there are m any indications of an occasionally



troubled m ind, and though he at tim es struggled w ith great eagerness to obtain a higher state of m oral perfection, he
certainly never developed the character of a w arm -hearted and devoted follow er of Jesus.[4]

Jam es Franklin w as prosperous in his business. O n the 17th of A ugust, 1721, he issued the first num ber of a new spaper
entitled ñThe N ew  England C ourant.ò B enjam in set the type, struck off the im pression of tw o or three hundred, w ith a
hand-press, and then traversed the streets, carrying the dim inutive sheet to the hom es of the subscribers. The C ourant
soon attracted attention. A  knot of sparkling w riters began to contribute to its colum ns, and w hile the paper w as w ith
increasing eagerness sought for, a clam or w as soon raised against it. It w as denounced as radical in its political
tendencies, and as speaking contem ptuously of the institutions of religion. Cotton M ather, even, launched one of his
thunderbolts against it. H e w rote,

ñW e find a notorious, scandalous paper called óThe Courantô full freighted w ith nonsense,
unm anliness, raillery, profaneness, im m orality, arrogance, calum nies, lies, contradictions and w hat
not, all tending to quarrels and divisions, and to debauch and corrupt the m ind and m anners of N ew
England.ò

Increase M ather also denounced the paper, in term s still m ore em phatic.

A t this tim e a strong antipathy w as springing up betw een Jam es, and his apprentice brother. Jam es assum ed the airs of a
m aster, and w as arrogant and dom ineering, at tim es in his anger proceeding even to blow s. B enjam in w as opinionated,
headstrong and very unw illing to yield to anotherôs guidance. A s B enjam in com pared his ow n com positions w ith those
w hich w ere sent to the Courant, he w as convinced that he could w rite as w ell, if not better, than others. H e, therefore,
one evening prepared an article, before he w as sixteen years of age, w hich, w ith the greatest care, w as w ritten in pure
A ddisonian diction. D isguising his hand, he slipped this at night under the door of the printing office. The next m orning
several contributors w ere chatting together in the editorial office, as B enjam in stood at the printing case setting his types.
The anonym ous article w as read and freely com m ented upon. The young w riter w as delighted in finding it highly
com m ended, and in their guesses for the author, the nam es of the m ost distinguished m en in Boston w ere m entioned.

The singular nom  de plum e he assum ed w as ñSilence D ogood.ò O ver that signature he w rote m any articles before it w as
ascertained that he w as the author. These articles attracted so m uch attention that young B enjam in could not refrain from
claim ing their paternity. This led his brother and others to regard him  w ith far m ore respect than heretofore.

But the C ourant, w hile popular w ith the m asses, becam e unpopular w ith the governm ental authorities and w ith the
religious com m unity. A s a slap in the face of the governm ent, a fictitious letter w as w ritten, professedly from  N ew port,
stating that a piratic ship had appeared off the coast, plundering, burning, and destroying. It w as then stated that the
governm ent of M assachusetts w as fitting out an arm ed vessel to attack the pirate, and that, w ind and w eather perm itting,
the vessel w ould sail from  B oston som etim e during the m onth.

This reflection upon the dilatoriness of governm ent gave great offence. The m em bers of the C ouncil sum m oned Franklin
before them  to answ er for the libel. H e adm itted that he w as the publisher of the paper, but refused to give the nam e of
the w riter. The Council decided that the paragraph w as a high affront to the governm ent, and ordered his im prisonm ent in
the B oston jail. H ere he w as incarcerated for a w eek. Crushed by his m isfortunes he w rote a very hum ble letter stating
that his close confinem ent endangered his life, and begging that he m ight enjoy the liberty of the jail-yard. H is request
w as granted, and for three w eeks m ore he rem ained a prisoner, though w ith daily perm ission to leave his cell.

D uring this tim e B enjam in conducted the paper, editing it, setting the type, printing the sheets and distributing the copies
to the subscribers. H e w as still but a boy of sixteen. Jam es w as eventually released from  prison, but the general
character of the C ourant rem ained unchanged. U nw orthy professors of C hristianity w ere incessantly assailed. The virtues
of true C hristiansð of the m ultitudes of the disciples of Jesus, w ho w ere m others in Israel, or w ho w ere Israelites indeed
in w hom  there w as no guile, w ere forgotten; w hile every m ean and contem ptible act of hypocrites and apostates w as
proclaim ed w ith trum pet resonance.

A t length the Council declared in reference to a peculiarly obnoxious copy of the paper, that the C ourant of that date
contained m any passages perverting the H oly Scriptures, and slandering the civil governm ent, the m inisters, and the good
people of the land. A  com m ittee of three w as appointed to report upon the m atter. A fter tw o days they brought in the
follow ing decision:



ñW e are hum bly of opinion that the tendency of said paper, is to m ock religion and bring it into
contem pt; that the H oly Scriptures are therein profanely abused; that the revered and faithful m inisters
of the G ospel are ignom iniously reflected on; and that H is M ajestyôs governm ent is affronted; and the
peace and good order of H is M ajestyôs subjects of this province disturbed by this said C ourant.ò

The com m ittee, therefore, proposed that Jam es Franklin should be strictly forbidden to print or publish the C ourant, or
any other paper of the like nature, unless it w ere supervised by the secretary of the province.

Jam es Franklin and his friends, after this decision, m et in the office of the C ourant, and adroitly decided to evade the
m andate by canceling the indentures of apprenticeship of B enjam in, and constituting him  the editor and publisher of the
journal. This precocious lad prepared his inaugural. It contained the follow ing sentim ents:

ñLong has the press groaned in bringing forth a hateful brood of pam phlets, m alicious scribbles, and
billingsgate ribaldry. N o generous and im partial person then can blam e the present undertaking w hich
is designed purely for the diversion and m errim ent of the reader. Pieces of pleasantry and m irth have a
secret charm  in them  to allay the heats and tum ults of our spirits, and to m ake a m an forget his restless
resentm ent. The m ain design of this w eekly paper w ill be to entertain the tow n w ith the m ost com ical
and diverting incidents of hum an life, w hich in so large a place as B oston w ill not fail of a universal
exem plification. N or shall w e be w anting to fill up these papers w ith a grateful interspersion of m ore
serious m orals w hich m ay be draw n from  the m ost ludicrous and odd parts of life.ò

It cannot be denied that Franklin aim ed his keen shafts at m any of the best of m en w ho w ere consecrating all their
energies to the prom otion of the physical, m oral, and religious w elfare of their fellow  creatures. H e had a keen eye to
search out their frailties; and though he seldom  if ever, dipped his pen in gall, he did at tim es succeed in m aking them  the
song of the drunkard, and in turning against them  the derision of all the lew d fellow s of the baser sort.

B enjam in, elated by flattery and success, adm its that at seventeen years of age he becam e in his treatm ent of his brother
ñsaucy and provoking.ò Jam es w as increasingly jealous and exacting. A t length a very violent quarrel arose betw een
them . The elder brother even undertook to chastise his younger brother, w hom  he still affected to regard as his
apprentice. The canceling of the term s of indenture, he regarded as a secret act, intended m erely to outw it his opponent.
Franklin, burning w ith indignation, resolved no longer to continue in his brotherôs em ploym ent, and w ent to several other
printers in Boston, hoping to enter into a new  engagem ent. B ut his brother had preceded him , giving his ow n version of
the story, and even declaring his brilliant brother to be an infidel and an atheist.

B enjam in resolved to run aw ay; for he still felt the binding obligation of his apprenticeship, w hile he tried to satisfy his
m ind that the unjust conduct of Jam es entitled him  to violate the obligation. There w as a vessel about to sail for N ew
Y ork. H e sold som e of his books to pay his passage; and going on board secretly at night, he solicited the captain to aid
him  in concealing him , w ith the false statem ent that he had becom e involved in a love adventure w ith a young girl; that
she had subsequently proved to be a bad character; that her friends insisted on his m arrying her; and that his only refuge
w as to be found in flight.

H is passage to N ew  Y ork w as sw ift and pleasant. It is said that having adopted the vegetarian diet, he doubted our right
to deprive an anim al of life for our ow n gratification in eating. The sloop w as one day becalm ed off B lock Island. The
crew  found it splendid fishing ground; the deck w as soon covered w ith cod and haddock. Franklin denounced catching
the fishes, as m urderous, as no one could affirm  that these fishes, so happy in the w ater, had ever conferred any injury
upon their captors. B ut B enjam in w as blessed w ith a voracious appetite. The frying pan w as busy, and the odor from  the
fresh fish w as exceedingly alluring. A s he w atched a sailor cutting open a fish, he observed in its stom ach a sm aller fish,
w hich the cod had evidently eaten.

ñA h!ò he exclaim ed, ñif you can eat one another, I surely have a right to eat you.ò

A ll his scruples vanished. H e sat dow n w ith the rest to the sum ptuous repast, and never after seem ed to have any
hesitancy in gratifying his appetite.

B enjam in tells this story in his autobiography, and shrew dly adds, quoting from  som e one else,

ñSo convenient a thing it is to be a reasonable creature, since it enables one to find or m ake a reason
for everything one has a m ind to do.ò



It w as in the beautiful m onth of O ctober, 1723, w hen Benjam in landed on the w harves of N ew  Y ork. H e w as not quite
eighteen years of age; had but little m oney in his purse; and w as w ithout any letter of recom m endation or any
acquaintance in the tow n. The place consisted of but seven or eight thousand inhabitants. The streets w ere the crooked
lanes w hich w e still find in the vicinity of the Battery. Som e of the m ost im portant w ere uncom fortably paved w ith
cobble stones. M ost of the inhabitants w ere D utch, reading and speaking only the D utch language. There w as at that tim e
indeed, but little encouragem ent for an English printer. There w as but one bookstore then in N ew  Y ork; and but one
printing office, w hich w as conducted by W illiam  B radford.

The runaw ay apprentice could find no em ploym ent. B ut W illiam  B radford had a son in Philadelphia w ho w as also a
printer. H e said to Benjam in,

ñH e m ay em ploy you, as he has recently lost an apprentice by death.ò

Leaving his chest of clothes to go round by sea to Philadelphia, Benjam in took passage in a sm all dilapidated shore boat
w hich crept along the coast to A m boy. A  drunken D utchm an w as his only fellow  passenger. The gloom  of the prim eval
forest overshadow ed G overnorôs Island: not a single cabin as yet had been reared in its solitudes. A  squall struck the
boat, split its sail, and pitched the D utchm an overboard. Franklin caught him  by the hair and saved him  from  drow ning.
The sudden tem pest increased into a storm , and the boat w as driven fiercely before the gale. The surf dashed so violently
upon the shore that they could not venture to land. N ight approached. Exhausted, drenched and hungry, they cast anchor
near the Long Island shore, w here a bend in the land afforded them  slight protection w hile still they w ere in great danger.
There w ere one or tw o log cabins in the vicinity. Several of the m en cam e to the shore, but could afford them  no relief.
They had no provision on board excepting a single bottle of bad rum . A ll night long the tem pest beat upon them . In the
m orning the w ind had so far lulled that they w ere enabled to repair their sail, and to w ork their w ay on to A m boy.

It w as late in the afternoon w hen they reached the port. For thirty hours they had been w ithout food or w ater. Such w ere
the perils of a passage from  N ew  Y ork to Philadelphia in the year 1723.

Franklin, in the enjoym ent of m agnificent health, slept quietly that night in an hum ble inn, and aw oke in the m orning w ith
all his accustom ed vigor. There w ere still fifty m iles of land travel before him , ere he could cross the forest covered
plains of N ew  Jersey to B urlington, on the banks of the D elaw are, w hich w ere seventeen m iles above Philadelphia.
There w as neither railroad, stage-coach nor cart to convey him  through the w ilderness. Indeed it w as thirty-three years
after this before the first line of stages across N ew  Jersey w as established. There w as a rude path, probably follow ing
an ancient Indian trail, along w hich our solitary adventurer trudged on foot. It rained; but still B enjam in found it
necessary, having so slender a purse, to press on regardless of discom fort.

Early in the afternoon he cam e to a ham let, by the roadside, w here he found him self so exhausted by the unaccustom ed
toil of w alking, and by exposure to the rain and the m iry roads, that he felt it necessary to rem ain until the next m orning.
The aspect he presented w as shabby and dilapidated in the extrem e; for he w as in his w orking dress, w hich by the w ear
and tear of travel had becom e greatly soiled and tattered. H e w as not a little m ortified to find that the inhabitants of the
cabin, w hile they treated him  kindly, evidently regarded him  w ith suspicion as a runaw ay apprentice.

In the gloom  of that night, poor B enjam in bitterly repented the step he had taken, and earnestly w ished him self back again
in the hom e w hich he had forsaken. C louds and darkness had gathered around his path and he could see but little bright
beyond. Early the next m orning he resum ed his travels, pressing vigorously along all day. W hen the shades of night
enveloped him  he had reached a point w ithin ten m iles of B urlington. H e passed the night com fortably in a settlerôs
cabin, and early the next m orning pressed on to the little village of B urlington, from  w hich he w as inform ed that a boat
started every Saturday, to descend the still silent and alm ost unfrequented shores of the D elaw are to Philadelphia. M uch
to his disappointm ent he reached Burlington just after the regular Saturday boat had gone, and w as inform ed that there
w as no other boat to leave until the next Tuesday. H e m ade his united breakfast and dinner upon gingerbread, w hich he
bought in the street of an old w om an.

B urlington w as on the east side of the river, Philadelphia w as on the w est. There w as no road betw een the tw o places,
the com m unication being by the river only. It seem ed im possible for B enjam in to toil that distance through the pathless,
tangled forest. H e had but five shillings in his pocket. W ith the utm ost econom y that w ould not defray his expenses at
B urlington, for three days, and leave a sufficient sum  to pay his passage dow n the river.

In his distress and perplexity, our young philosopher, w hose renow n for w isdom  subsequently filled all Christian lands,



turned back to the poor, aged w om an of w hom  he had bought his gingerbread and solicited her advice. The good old
soul, not insensible to the charm s of the frank and m anly looking boy, w ith m otherly tenderness insisted on his going to
her ow n hum ble hom e. G ladly he accepted the invitation. The dinner consisted of w hat is called ox-cheek; Franklin
contributed a pot of beer.

W alking out early in the evening upon the banks of the river, he found, to his great joy, a chance boat had com e along,
bound to Philadelphia and containing m any passengers. Eagerly Franklin joined them , and bidding adieu to his kind
entertainer, w as soon drifting slow ly dow n the stream . The night w as dark, there w as no w ind, and no cheerful gleam
from  the w hite m anôs cabin or the Indianôs w igw am  m et the eye. It w as necessary to resort to row ing. A t length, a little
after m idnight, several of the passengers insisted that they m ust have passed Philadelphia w ithout seeing it, and refused
to row  any farther. They therefore ran the boat into a little creek, built a rousing fire, for the night w as dam p and chill,
and ranging them selves around its genial w arm th aw aited the daw n of the m orning. The light revealed to them
Philadelphia but a few  m iles below  them . It w as Sunday m orning. A t nine oôclock the boat w as m ade fast at M arket
street w harf, and Franklin, w ith one silver dollar and one shilling in copper coin in his pocket, stepped on shore. A ll his
copper coin he paid for his passage.

Such w as the introduction of the future G overnor of Pennsylvania to the realm  over w hich he w as eventually to preside
as G overnor, and of w hich he becam e its m ost illustrious citizen.

H e w as unquestionably dressed in the peculiar and picturesque costum e of the tim es. H e w ore knee breeches of
buckskin, and a volum inous overcoat, lined w ith pockets of astonishing capacity, w hich pockets w ere cram m ed w ith
shirts and stockings. A  low , battered, broad-brim m ed hat covered his clustering ringlets. H is coarse w oolen stockings
displayed to advantage the adm irably m oulded calves of his legs. Every article of this costum e w as draggled, shabby,
soiled, and m uch of it tattered.

W ith an indescribable feeling of loneliness, exhausted w ith the toilsom e and sleepless night, and w ith the cravings of
hunger, he sauntered up into the tow n. C om ing across a bakerôs shop, he stepped in, and called for three pennyw orth of
bread. In Philadelphia, food w as abundant and bread w as cheap. To his surprise three long rolls w ere given to him . H e
took one under each arm , and in his hunger the hom eless boy w alked along devouring the other. Philadelphia w as then a
village w idely spread out, w ith surrounding vegetable gardens, and containing a population of about seven thousand
inhabitants.

B enjam in w alked listlessly along as far as Fourth street. H e chanced to pass the house of a M r. R ead, w hose very pretty
daughter, D eborah, w as standing at the front door. She w as eighteen years of age, and w as m uch am used at the com ical
appearance w hich the young m an presented as he passed by.

It is not easy to im agine in these days, the state of society in these early settlem ents, hew n out from  the forests on the
riverôs banks, and w ith the unexplored w ilderness spreading out to unim agined regions in the interior. A t night, even
from  the houses of the village, the how ling of the w olves could be heard as they rushed after their prey. B ears and deers
w ere shot in abundance. A nd Indian bands, painted and plum ed, w ere ever sw arm ing through the streets.



Franklin w alked along, devouring his rolls, and returned to the river for a drink of w ater. Such w as his first breakfast in
Philadelphia. In the boat w as a poor w om an w ith her child. Franklin gave to her the tw o rem aining rolls, w hich he could
not conveniently carry about w ith him .

N ot know ing w hat to do, and led by curiosity to explore the tow n, he returned to M arket street, then one of the chief
avenues of the city. It w as a little after ten oôclock in the m orning. The street w as crow ded w ith w ell-dressed people,
pressing along to church. There w as one im portant edifice called the ñG reat M eeting H ouseò of the Q uakers. It stood at
the corner of Second and M arket streets.

Franklin joined the crow d, and took his seat w ith the vast assem bly. H e soon fell soundly asleep. The hour passed aw ay.
The congregation dispersed, and B enjam in w as left still asleep. Som e one then kindly aw oke the tired traveler, and he
again stepped out into the streets so lonely, w here there w as not an individual w hom  he knew , and w here alm ost w ithout
m oney he could find no refuge w hich he could call a hom e.

A s he w alked tow ard the river, he m et a young Q uaker w hose countenance pleased him . O f him  he inquired w here he
could find a respectable and com fortable lodging. The friendly Q uaker led him  to a tavern, near C hestnut street, called
the ñC rooked B illet.ò Franklin ordered a frugal dinner, threw  him self upon the bed, and slept till supper tim e, and
im m ediately after supper w ent to bed and slept soundly till the m orning.

H e had now  been from  hom e eleven days. H is m oney w as nearly expended. H is clothes w ere w orn; and alm ost the only
hope rem aining w as the very visionary one that M r. B radfordôs son m ight possibly have som e em ploym ent for him . Early
in the m orning he carefully brushed his travel-w orn clothes, his shoes, his hat, and m aking him self as respectable in
appearance as possible, w ent to the house of the printer, A ndrew  Bradford. To his surprise and gratification he found the
father there, w ho had just arrived, having traveled from  N ew  Y ork to Philadelphia on horseback.

B enjam in m et w ith a courteous reception, w as invited to breakfast. H e w as, how ever, greatly disappointed in being
inform ed that A ndrew  Bradford had just engaged another apprentice to take the place of the one w ho w as lost. M r.
B radford, how ever, stated that there w as a m an, by the nam e of K eim er, w ho had recently com m enced the printing
business in the tow n, and m ight have em ploym ent for him . The old gentlem an kindly offered to go to the office w ith
B enjam in, and introduce him  to K eim er.

They found K eim er a very eccentric looking individual, in a sm all office, w ith an old dilapidated press, and w ith a few
w orn-out types. H e asked the young m an a few  questions, put a com posing stick into his hands, and professed him self
satisfied w ith his w ork. H e then told Franklin that he could find no w ork for him  im m ediately, but he thought ere long he
could em ploy him . It seem s, how ever, that at once B enjam in w ent to w ork, repairing the dilapidated old press, w hile he
continued to board at M r. B radfordôs, paying for his board by the w ork w hich he perform ed.



CHAPTER III.

Excursion to England.

A ttention to dressð R eceives a visit from  G ov. K eithð H is visit to B ostonð C ollins returns to Philadelphia
w ith him ð Sir W illiam  K eithôs aidð Excursions on the Sabbathð D ifficulty w ith C ollinsð Spending M r.
V ernonôs m oneyð H is three friendsð Engagem ent w ith D eborah R eadð Voyage to Englandð K eithôs deceit
ð Ralphð Franklin enters a printing house in London.

The eccentric K eim er soon found that Franklin w as a w orkm an w hose services w ould be invaluable to him . H e had no
hom e of his ow n, but becam e very unw illing that B enjam in, w hile in his em ploy, should board in the fam ily of a rival
printer. H e therefore m ade arrangem ents for him  to board at M r. R eadôs, w hose pretty daughter, D eborah, had m ade
herself m erry but a few  days before in view  of his uncouth appearance.

Fortunately for the young m an, w ho w as never regardless of the advantages of a genteel dress, his chest had arrived
bringing his clothing. H e w as thus able to present him self before the young lady in attractive costum e. A nd his address
w as alw ays that of an accom plished gentlem an. A s w e have m entioned, he w as ever in his youth, m iddle life, and old
age, rem arkable for his personal beauty.

B right and sunny days now  daw ned upon Franklin. H is em ployer appreciated his varied and w onderful m erits. H e
received good w ages. The fam ily in w hich he resided w as highly attractive, and he there found a hom e congenial w ith
his pure and refined tastes. Several m onths passed aw ay before he heard from  the friends he had left in B oston. The
tyranny of his brother had so greatly offended him , that for a tim e he endeavored to exclude from  his m ind all thoughts of
his hom e. H e heard, how ever, that one of his sisters had m arried C aptain R obert H olm es, the captain of a vessel sailing
betw een B oston and the ports on the D elaw are.

In those piratical days, w hen the m aster of a ship w as com pelled to sail w ith guns loaded to the m uzzle, and w ith
sharpened sabres, he w as deem ed a personage of great im portance. N o w eak or ordinary m an could discharge the
responsibilities of such a post. Captain H olm es, influenced by the love of his w ife, w rote to B enjam in inform ing him  of
the grief his departure had caused the fam ily, entreating him  to return, and assuring him  that all the past should be
forgotten.

B enjam in, in his reply, w rote w ith such precision and force of logic, that C aptain H olm es becam e satisfied that he w as
by no m eans so m uch in the w rong as he had supposed. It so chanced that w hen the captain received this letter, he w as in
com pany w ith Sir W illiam  K eith, then the G overnor of Pennsylvania. H e read the letter to the G overnor. Sir W illiam
w as charm ed w ith its literary and rhetorical ability; and could scarcely believe that the w riter w as but eighteen years of
age.

ñThe Philadelphia printers,ò said he, ñare w retched ones. K eim er is a com pound of fool and rogue. B ut this young m an is
m anifestly of great prom ise and ought to be encouraged.ò

O ne day B enjam in and his m aster w ere w orking together, w hen they saw  tw o w ell-dressed gentlem en approaching. They
proved to be the G overnor of Pennsylvania, Sir W illiam  K eith, and Franklinôs brother-in-law , C aptain H olm es, w hom
he probably had never before seen. K eim er ran dow n stairs to m eet them , supposing, of course, that he m ust be the m an
w ho w as entitled to the honor of their visit. To his surprise they inquired for his apprentice, and w ent up the stairs to the
printing office to see him .

B enjam in w as quite overw helm ed by the honors w ith w hich he w as greeted. The G overnor paid him  m any com plim ents,
expressed an earnest desire to m ake his acquaintance, and politely censured him  for not calling at the gubernatorial
m ansion upon his arrival in Philadelphia. The interview  w as term inated by taking Franklin w ith them  to a neighboring
tavern to dine. There the three m et upon apparently perfect social equality, and very freely discussed m any im portant
m atters as they drank their w ine.

The G overnor, a very plausible, unreliable m an, ever lavish of prom ises w ithout perform ance, proposed that Franklin,
aided by funds from  his father, should open a printing office for him self. H e prom ised to exert his influence to secure for
his young proteg® the public printing of both the provinces of Pennsylvania and D elaw are. W hen Franklin suggested that
he feared his father w ould be either unable or unw illing to furnish the needed funds, the G overnor prom ised to w rite to



him  w ith his ow n hand, explaining the advantages of the schem e.

D uring the protracted interview , it w as decided that B enjam in should return to B oston by the first vessel. H e w as to take
w ith him  Sir W illiam ôs letter, and thus aided, endeavor to w in over his father to their plans.

A  w eek or tw o elapsed before there w as a vessel ready to sail for B oston. A t that tim e the social rank of a printer w as
decidedly above that of other m echanic arts. There w as som ething sacred attached to the em ploym ent, and it w as
regarded as near akin to the learned professions. Franklin w as frequently invited to dine w ith the G overnor. H is perfect
self-possession, his careful dress and polished address, united w ith his w onderful conversational pow ers, rendered him
a great favorite w ith all the distinguished guests w hom  he w as accustom ed to m eet at the table of the G overnor.

The latter part of A pril, 1724, Franklin, then eighteen years of age, took passage in a sm all vessel for Boston. H is friends
in Philadelphia generally understood that he w as going hom e m erely to visit his friends. It w as deem ed expedient to
throw  the veil of great secrecy over the enterprise in w hich he w as contem plating to engage.

The voyage w as exceedingly tem pestuous. The vessel sprang a leak. For som e tim e passengers and crew  w orked at the
pum ps night and day. B ut after being buffeted by w inds and w aves for fourteen dreary days, the little vessel cast anchor
in the harbor of B oston. Franklin had then been absent from  hom e seven m onths.

H is sudden appearance w as a great surprise to all the m em bers of the num erous fam ily. It is not surprising that the young
m an, elated by his brilliant prospects, assum ed rather lordly airs. H is dress w as new  and quite elegant. H e had
purchased a handsom e w atch, w hich he w as not reluctant to display. H e had in his pocket tw enty-five dollars of silver
coin.

Franklinôs brother Jam es, from  w hom  he had run aw ay, w as greatly annoyed by the airs of superiority assum ed by his
old apprentice. W ith a cold and alm ost scornful eye, he scanned his person from  head to foot, scarcely offering his hand
in greeting, and soon coldly and silently returned to his w ork. But the im perial young m an w as not thus to be put dow n.
H is form er acquaintances gathered eagerly around him  and listened w ith intensest interest to the narrative of his
adventures. In glow ing term s, B enjam in described his new  hom e in Philadelphia, drew  out from  his pocket handfuls of
silver w hich he exhibited to them , and w ith quite lordly dignity gave his form er fellow -journeym en m oney to go to the
ale-house for a treat.

The candid reader w ill m ake som e allow ances for the conduct of B enjam in, w hen he rem em bers that but a few  m onths
before, he had run aw ay to escape the cudgel of his brother. H e w ill also feel inclined to m ake som e allow ance for
Jam es, w hen inform ed that he w as in adversity, and struggling severely w ith pecuniary em barrassm ent. The Courant,
deprived of the graphic pen of Franklin, w as rapidly losing its subscribers, and soon becam e extinct.

B enjam inôs father Josiah, w ho needed in his ow n business every dollar of the funds he could raise, silently and alm ost
w ithout rem ark, read the letter of Sir W illiam  K eith, and listened attentively to the glow ing descriptions of his son. Soon
after C aptain H olm es arrived. The judicious father conversed fully w ith him , and expressed his opinion that Sir W illiam
K eith m ust be a m an of but little discretion to think of setting up independently, in very responsible business, a young
m an of but eighteen years of age.

Though C aptain H olm es earnestly advocated the view s of the G overnor, Josiah Franklin, after m ature deliberation,
decisively declined furnishing the necessary funds.

ñB enjam in,ò said he, ñis too young to undertake an enterprise so im portant. I am  m uch gratified that he has been able to
secure the approbation of the G overnor of Pennsylvania, and that by his industry and fidelity he has been able to attain
prosperity so rem arkable. If he w ill return to Philadelphia and w ork diligently until he is tw enty-one, carefully laying up
his surplus earnings, I w ill then do everything in m y pow er to aid him .ò

The cautious C hristian father then gave his son som e very salutary advice. H e entreated him  to be m ore careful in
throw ing out his arrow s of satire, and to cease presenting, in the aspect of the ridiculous, so m any subjects w hich
religious m en regarded w ith veneration. H e w rote a very courteous letter to Sir W illiam  K eith, thanking him  for his
kindness to his son, and stating his reasons for declining the proposed aid. Indeed, Josiah Franklin w as intellectually,
m orally, and in all sound judgm ent, im m easurably the superior of the fickle and shallow  royal G overnor.

Sixty years after this visit of Franklin to his paternal hom e, he w rote a letter to the son of the R ev. C otton M ather, from



w hich w e m ake the follow ing pleasing extract:

ñThe last tim e I saw  your father w as in the beginning of 1724, w hen I visited him  after m y first trip to
Pennsylvania. H e received m e in his library; and on m y taking leave show ed m e a shorter w ay out of
the house through a narrow  passage w hich w as crossed by a beam  overhead. W e w ere still talking as I
w ithdrew , he accom panying m e behind, and I, turning partly tow ard him , w hen he said hastily, stoop,
stoop! I did not understand him  till I felt m y head hit against the beam . H e w as a m an that never m issed
any occasion of giving instruction; and upon this he said to m e óY ou are young and have the w orld
before you. Stoop as you go through it, and you w ill m iss m any hard thum ps.ô This advice, thus beat
into m y head, has frequently been of use to m e. A nd I often think of it w hen I see pride m ortified and
m isfortunes brought upon people by their carrying their heads too high.ò

There w as in B oston a young m an by the nam e of C ollins, a reckless, dissipated spendthrift, of very considerable
personal attractions. H e had been quite an intim ate friend of Franklin; and w as so pleased w ith his descriptions of
Philadelphia that he decided to rem ove there. This proved one of the calam ities of Franklinôs life.

Franklin eventually em barked, in a sloop, for his return. It touched at N ew port. H is brother John lived there, pursuing the
trade of a candle-m aker. B enjam in w as received by him  w ith great cordiality. A t N ew port, am ong the other passengers,
tw o young girls w ere taken on board for N ew  Y ork. They w ere show y, voluble, gaudily dressed. A ll their arts w ere
exerted to secure intim ate association w ith Franklin.

A  venerable Q uaker lady on board called the inexperienced young m an aside, and w ith m otherly tenderness w arned him
against their w iles. Though he doubted the necessity of this caution, he w as put upon his guard. W hen the girls left at
N ew  Y ork, he declined their pressing invitation for him  to visit them  at their hom e, and he learned from  the captain that
they had undoubtedly stolen from  him  a silver spoon, an article then not often seen in com m on life, and highly prized.
They w ere charged w ith the crim e, convicted, and it is said that they w ere publicly w hipped in the m arket place.

Upon Franklinôs arrival at N ew  Y ork, Collins, the playm ate of his childhood, w as one of the first to m eet him . In his
earlier days he had been sober, industrious, and w as highly esteem ed for his m ental pow ers and attainm ents. B ut he had
becom e intem perate and a gam bler, and w as every day intoxicated. R educed alm ost to beggary, Franklin felt com pelled
to furnish him  w ith m oney to save him  from  starvation. Penniless he had com e on board the boat at N ew  Y ork, and
Franklin paid his passage to Philadelphia.

W illiam  B urnett w as then G overnor of N ew  Y ork. H e w as very fond of books and had collected a large library. Franklin
also had the sam e taste and had a large num ber of books w hich he w as conveying to Philadelphia. The captain inform ed
the G overnor that he had a young m an on board fond of books, and of superior literary attainm ents. The G overnor begged
the captain to bring young Franklin to see him .

ñI w aited upon him ,ò w rote Franklin, ñand w ould have taken C ollins w ith m e had he been sober. The G overnor received
m e w ith great civility; and w e had a good deal of conversation relative to books and authors. This w as the second
G overnor w ho had done m e the honor to take notice of m e, and to a poor boy like m e it w as very pleasing.ò

Upon reaching Philadelphia, Franklin presented the letter of his father to Sir W illiam  K eith. The G overnor, upon reading
the letter, said,

ñY our father is too prudent. There is a great difference in persons. D iscretion does not alw ays accom pany years; nor is
youth alw ays w ithout it. B ut since he w ill not set you up, I w ill do it m yself. G ive m e an inventory of the things necessary
to be had from  England, and I w ill send for them . Y ou shall repay m e w hen you are able. I am  resolved to have a good
printer here and I am  sure you m ust succeed.ò

Franklin supposed of course, that he could rely upon the w ord of the G overnor. H e drew  up an inventory of goods to the
am ount of about five hundred dollars. The strange G overnor, w ho found it very easy to talk, ran his eye over the list and
as if m oney w ere a consideration of no m om ent to him , and suggested that Franklin should go to London in person.
G reatly elated at this idea, young Franklin eagerly em braced it, and the G overnor directed him  to be ready to em bark in
the London H ope, a ship w hich sailed regularly betw een London and Philadelphia, leaving each port once a year.

Several m onths w ould elapse before the ship w ould sail. Sir W illiam  enjoined it upon Franklin to keep their plans in the
utm ost secrecy. C onsequently, Franklin continued to w ork for K eim er, not giving him  the slightest intim ation that



m easures w ere in progress for the establishm ent in Philadelphia, of a printing house w hich w ould entirely overshadow
his ow n. This secrecy w hich w as practiced also prevented any one from  inform ing Franklin of the G overnorôs real
character, as a vain, unreliable, gasconading boaster.

Six m onths passed aw ay. They w ere w ith Franklin happy m onths. H e w as in perfect health, greatly enjoyed his ow n
physical and intellectual attributes, w as m uch caressed, and w as engaged in lucrative em ploym ent. H e w as highly
convivial in his tastes, very fond of social pleasures, of the w ine cup and of the song: and on Sundays in particular, the
enchanting forests of the Schuylkill resounded w ith the songs and the shouts of the m erry bacchanals, led by Franklin,
w ho w as ever recognized as their chief.

There probably never w as a young m an m ore skillful than B enjam in Franklin in plucking the rose and avoiding the thorn.
In all his festivities he w as the thoughtful philosopher. N ever did he drink to excess; no m oney w as squandered at the
gam ing table. C arefully he avoided all view s w hich he deem ed vulgar and degrading; and he m ade it the general rule of
his life, to avoid everything w hich w ould bring pain to his body, or rem orse to his soul.

Still m an is born to m ourn. Even Franklin could not escape the general lot. The drunken C ollins becam e his constant
scourge. Franklin felt constrained to lend his old friend m oney. H e had been entrusted by a fam ily friend, a M r. V ernon,
to collect a debt of about fifty dollars. This m oney he w as to retain till called for. B ut to m eet his ow n expenses and
those of his spendthrift com panion, he began to draw  upon it, until it all disappeared. H e w as then troubled w ith the
apprehension that the m oney m ight be dem anded. B itter w ere the quarrels w hich arose betw een him  and John C ollins.
H is standard of m orality w hich w as perhaps not less elevated than that w hich the m ajority of im perfect professing
C hristians practice, w as certainly below  that w hich the religion of Jesus C hrist enjoins. H ad he been a true C hristian
according to the doctrines and precepts of Jesus, he w ould have escaped these accum ulating sorrow s.

This breaking in upon his friend V ernonôs m oney, and spending it, he pronounces in his autobiography, to have been the
first great error of his life. Though it so chanced that the m oney w as not required until Franklin w as able to pay it, yet
for several m onths he w as in the endurance of intense m ental anxiety and constant self-reproach.

A t length, Collins and Franklin becam e so antagonistic to each other as to proceed to violence. They w ere on a pleasure
party in a boat dow n the river. C ollins, as usual, w as intoxicated. The w rath of the m uscular B enjam in w as so aroused,
by som e act of abuse, that he seized the fellow  by the collar and pitched him  overboard. C ollins w as a good sw im m er.
They therefore kept him  in the w ater till he w as nearly drow ned. W hen pretty thoroughly hum bled, and upon his m ost
solem n prom ise of good behavior, he w as again taken on board. Seldom  after this w as a w ord exchanged betw een them .
C ollins, deeply indebted to Franklin, accepted of som e business offer at B arbadoes. H e sailed for that island, and w as
never heard of m ore.

A lm ost every young m an has a few  particular friends. The three m ost intim ate com panions of B enjam in Franklin w ere
young m en of his ow n rank and age, of very dissim ilar characters, but having a com m on taste for business. They w ere all
clerks. O ne of these, Joseph W atson, w as, according to Franklinôs description, ña pious, sensible young m an of great
integrity.ò They w ere all persons of very estim able character, though som e of them  had im bibed Franklinôs skeptical



opinions. They spent m any of their Sabbaths, w andering on the banks of the rom antic Schuylkill, reading to each other
their com positions in prose and verse.

Jam es R alph, w ho w as very em phatic in his deistical view s, in his enthusiasm , decided to devote him self to the art of
rhym ing. The sensible Franklin tried to dissuade him  from  his folly, but in vain. O n one occasion they all agreed to
attem pt a version of the Eighteenth Psalm . This sublim e production of an inspired pen contains, in fifty verses, im agery
as grand and sentim ents as beautiful, as perhaps can anyw here else be found, w ithin the sam e com pass, in any language.
It certainly speaks w ell for the intellectual acum en of these young m en, and for their devotional instincts, that they should
have selected so noble a them e. A s their m ain object w as to im prove them selves in the com m and of language, and in the
pow er of expression, they could not have chosen a subject m ore appropriate, than the Psalm istôs description of the
descent of G od to earth.

ñH e bow ed the heavens also and cam e dow n; and darkness w as
under his feet.

A nd H e rode upon a cherub and did fly;
Y ea he did fly upon the w ings of the w ind.
H e m ade darkness his secret place.
H is pavilion round about him  w ere dark w aters, thick clouds of

the skies.
A t the brightness w hich w as before him  his thick clouds passed.
H ail stones and coals of fire.ò[5]

Joseph W atson died quite young, in the arm s of Franklin. C harles O sborne acquired m oney and reputation, as a law yer.
R em oving to the W est Indies, he died, in the prim e of life.

Franklin and O sborne entered into the agreem ent, w hich has so often been m ade, that w hichever should first die, should,
if possible, return to the other and reveal to him  the secrets of the spirit land. It is hardly necessary to say that Franklin
w atched long in vain, for a visit from  his departed com panion.

Tw o m onths before Franklin sailed for London, M r. R ead, w ith w hom  he boarded, died. W ith the father, m other, and
very pretty and am iable daughter, D eborah, Franklin had found a happy hom e. A  strong affection apparently sprang up
betw een the tw o young people. She w as seventeen years of age, and Franklin eighteen. Their union w ould be em inently
fitting, as in fortune and position in society, they w ere on the sam e level.

Franklin, enjoying the patronage of the governor, and w ith, as he supposed, very brilliant prospects before him , entered
into an engagem ent w ith D eborah, and w as anxious to be m arried before he em barked for England, designing to leave his
young bride at hom e w ith her m other. B ut M rs. R ead, in consideration of their youth, urged that the nuptials should be
postponed until after his return.

Sir W illiam  K eith continued to invite Franklin to his house, and lavished com m endation and prom ises upon him . Still he
continually postponed giving him  any letters of credit w ith w hich he could purchase types, paper and press. Though, as
the hour for sailing approached, Franklin called again and again to obtain the needful docum ents, he w as continually m et
w ith apologies. A t length, the day for the ship to w eigh anchor arrived. It w as about the 5th of N ovem ber, 1724.

A t that late hour the private secretary of the G overnor called upon Franklin and inform ed him  that Sir W illiam  w ould
m eet him  at N ew castle, w here the vessel w as to cast anchor, and w ould then and there, deliver to him  all the im portant
docum ents. Franklin w ent on board. The ship dropped dow n the broad and beautiful D elaw are, w hose banks w ere
brilliant w ith foliage in their richest autum nal brilliance, about thirty-tw o m iles below  Philadelphia, to N ew castle. To
the great disappointm ent of Franklin, the G overnor still did not appear. H e how ever sent his secretary, w ith a profusion
of excuses, and professing to be pressed w ith business of the utm ost im portance, prom ised to send the letters to the
captain before the vessel w ould be perm itted to sail.

Franklin, naturally buoyant and hopeful, did not even then, consider it possible that the G overnor w as intending to
deceive him . N either w as it possible to conceive of any m otive w hich w ould induce Sir W illiam  to betray him  by so
deceptive a gam e. A t length a bag from  the G overnor, apparently filled w ith letters and dispatches, w as brought on
board, and again the vessel unfurled her sails. Franklin, w ith som e solicitude, asked for those w hich w ere directed to
him . B ut Captain A nnis, all engrossed w ith the cares of em barkation, said that he w as too busy to exam ine the bag at that



tim e, but that they w ould, at their leisure, on the voyage select the letters.

O n the 10th of N ovem ber, 1724, the good ship, the London H ope, pushed out from  the D elaw are upon the broad A tlantic.
W e know  not w hether Franklin w as surprised to find on board, as one of the passengers, his poetical deistical friend
Jam es Ralph. This young m an, w ho had renounced C hristianity, in the adoption of principles, w hich he professed to
believe conducive to the form ation of a m uch higher m oral character, had deliberately abandoned his w ife and child to
seek his fortune in London. H e had deceived them  by the m ost false representation. Carefully he concealed from
Franklin, his unprincipled conduct and visionary schem es.

The voyage w as long and rough, as the vessel did not reach London until the tw enty-fourth of N ovem ber. O n the passage
he very carefully, w ith the captain, exam ined the letter-bag. B ut no letter w as found addressed to him . There w ere
several, how ever, addressed to other persons, w ith Franklinôs nam e upon the envelope as if they w ere in his care. A s
one of these w as addressed to the kingôs printer and another to a stationer in London, the sanguine young m an through all
the dreary and protracted voyage, clung to the hope that all w as right.

U pon arriving in London, Franklin hastened first to the stationerôs and presented him  w ith the letter, saying to him , ñH ere
is a letter from  G overnor K eith, of Pennsylvania.ò The stationer looked up w ith surprise and said:

ñG overnor K eith! I do not know  of any such person.ò Then breaking the seal, and looking at the signature, he said very
contem ptuously, ñR iddlesden. I have lately found him  to be a com plete rascal. I w ill have nothing to do w ith him , nor
receive any letters from  him .ò[6]

So saying he thrust the letter back into Franklinôs hand, and turned aw ay to serve a custom er. Franklin w as alm ost
stunned w ith this intelligence. H e im m ediately conferred w ith a M r. D enham , a judicious friend w hose acquaintance he
had m ade on board the ship. They ascertained that the infam ous G overnor, from  m otives w hich it is difficult to
com prehend, had not furnished Franklin w ith a single docum ent. There w as not a bill of credit or a single letter of
introduction, com m ending the young adventurer to people in London. D enham  then told him  that no one w ho knew  K eith
had the slightest confidence in his prom ises. That the idea that he w ould furnish him  w ith any letters of credit w as
preposterous, since Sir W illiam  had no credit w ith any body.

A nd thus Franklin found him self w ith his com panion Jam es R alph, alone in the great w orld of London, w ithout any
letters of introduction, w ithout any prospect of em ploym ent, and alm ost w ithout m oney. The virtues of Franklin had
exerted a restraining influence upon the unprincipled R alph, and Franklin had not as yet becom e acquainted w ith the true
basis of his character. The tw o young m en m et together to consult in this dilem m a and to exam ine their finances. It
appeared that R alph had scarcely one penny in his pocket. H e had intended to be a hanger-on upon Franklin, in w hose
ability to take care of him self and others he had the greatest confidence. Franklinôs purse contained about fifty dollars.

A gain he returned to consult w ith M r. D enham . H e very w isely advised Franklin to seek em ploym ent in som e of the
printing offices in London. H e encouraged him  w ith the thought that thus w ith a few  m onthsô labor, he m ight not only pay
his expenses, but also lay up a sufficient sum  to defray his passage hom e.

Franklin gradually perceived to his dism ay, w hat an old m an of the sea he had got upon his shoulders in the person of
Jam es Ralph. The follow ing is his calm  com m ent upon the atrocious conduct of K eith:

ñW hat shall w e think,ò he w rites, ñof a governor playing such pitiful tricks, and im posing so grossly upon a poor
ignorant boy? It w as a habit he had acquired; he w ished to please every body, and having little to give, he gave
expectations. H e w as otherw ise an ingenuous, sensible m an, a pretty good w riter, and a good governor for the people,
though not for his constituents the proprietaries. Several of our best law s w ere of his planning, and passed during his
adm inistration.ò

The entire absence of anger in this statem ent, has w on for Franklin great com m endation.

W ith his dependent proteg® R alph, he took hum ble lodgings in Little B ritain street. R alph had rem arkable pow ers of
conversation, w ith m uch m ore than ordinary literary talent, and could, w henever he w ished, m ake him self very agreeable
and alm ost fascinating as a com panion. B ut he w as quite a child as to all ability to take care of him self. Franklin really
loved him  at that tim e. H e w as a very handsom e young m an, graceful in his dem eanor; and those w ho listened to his
eloquent harangues w ould im agine that he w as destined to attain to greatness.



Franklin im m ediately applied for w ork at the great printing establishm ent of Palm er in B artholom ew  Close. Fifty
journeym en w ere here em ployed. H e prom ptly entered into a contract w ith the proprieter for the rem uneration of about
six dollars a w eek. Ralph, characteristically hurried to the theatre to enter upon the profession of a play-actor. B eing
disappointed in that attem pt, his next plan w as to edit a new spaper to be called the Spectator. N ot being able to find a
publisher, he then w ent the rounds of the law  offices, in search of copying, but not even this, could he obtain. In the
m eantim e they w ere both supported by the purse of Franklin. W ith fifty dollars in his pocket, and earning six dollars a
w eek, he felt quite easy in his circum stances, and w as quite generous in his expenditure for their m utual enjoym ent.



CHAPTER IV.

M ental and M oral Conflicts.

Faithfulness to w orkð N eglect of D eborah R eadð Treatise on Liberty and N ecessityð Skill in sw im m ingð
R eturn to A m ericað M arriage of M iss R eadð Severe sicknessð D eath of M r. D enham ð R eturns to
K eim erôs em ployð The Juntoð H is Epitaphð R eform ation of his treatise on Liberty and N ecessityð
Franklinôs creed.

Franklin and R alph w ere essentially congenial in their tastes. N either of them  w ere religiously inclined in the ordinary
acceptation of those w ords. B ut the thoughtful philosophy of Franklin has by m any been regarded as the developm ent of
an instinctively religious character. They w ere both exceedingly fond of am usem ent and especially of pleasure
excursions on the Sabbath. V ery seldom , did either the intellect or the heart lure them  to listen to such teachings as they
w ould hear from  the pulpit. It certainly w ould have been better for them  both, had they been church-going young m en.
There w as no pulpit in all London from  w hich they w ould not hear the reiterated counsel, C ease to do evil; learn to do
w ell.

Franklin w as faithful in the highest degree to his em ployer. W eary w ith the dayôs toil, w hich w ith his active m ind w as
highly intellectual as w ell as m echanical, he alm ost invariably in the evening sought recreation w ith R alph in the theatre.
It is safe to infer that the best productions of our best dram atists, w ere those w hich w ould m ost interest the m ind of our
young philosopher. R alph w as daily gaining an increasing influence over his m ind. It is said that w e are prone to love
m ore ardently those upon w hom  w e confer favors than those from  w hom  w e receive them .

To these tw o young m en the pleasures of London seem ed inexhaustible. Franklin began to forget his old hom e and his
friends. H e began to think that London w as a very pleasant place of residence, and that it w as doubtful w hether he should
ever return to A m erica again. H e had constant em ploym ent, the prospect of an increasing incom e, and w ith his
econom ical habits he had am ple funds to relieve him self from  all pecuniary em barrassm ent. W ith his friend R alph, he
w as leading a very jovial life, free from  all care.

H is love for D eborah R ead began to vanish aw ay. H e thought very seldom  of her: seldom  could he find tim e to w rite to
her; and ere long his letters ceased altogether; and she w as cruelly left to the uncertainty of w hether he w as alive or
dead. R alph had entirely forgotten his w ife and child, and Franklin had equally forgotten his affianced. In subsequent
years the m em ory of this desertion seem s to have w eighed heavily on him . H e w rote in his advanced life in reference to
his treatm ent of D eborah,

ñThis w as another of the great errors of m y life; w hich I could w ish to correct w ere I to live it over
again.ò

For nearly a year, Franklin thus continued in the em ploym ent of M r. Palm er, receiving good w ages and spending them
freely. A  very highly esteem ed clergym an of the C hurch of England nam ed W ollaston, had w ritten a book entitled, ñThe
R eligion of N ature D elineated.ò It w as a w ork w hich obtained m uch celebrity in those days and w as published by M r.
Palm er. It w as of the general character of B utlerôs A nalogy, and w as intended to prove that the m orality enjoined by
Jesus C hrist, w as founded in the very nature of m an; and that the principles of that m orality w ere im m utable, even though
deists should succeed in destroying the public faith in the divine authority of C hristianity. It w as em inently an am iable
book, w ritten w ith great charity and candor, and w ithout any dogm atic assum ptions.

It chanced to fall to Franklin to set up the type. A s w as custom ary w ith him , he m ade him self thoroughly acquainted w ith
the treatise of w hich he thus becam e the com positor. H is m ind w as in such a state in reference to the claim s of that
C hristianity w hich certainly did not com m end the m ode of life he w as living, that it excited not only antagonistic but even
angry em otions. So thoroughly w ere his feelings aroused, that he w rote and published a pam phlet of thirty-tw o pages, in
refutation of the theory of M r. W ollaston.

Franklin dedicated his w ork, w hich w as entitled ñA  dissertation on Liberty and N ecessity, Pleasure and Pain,ò to Jam es
R alph. Fortunately, the treatise has descended to us unm utilated. H e com m ences w ith the observation:

ñI have here given you m y present thoughts upon the general state of things in the universe.ò



The production w as certainly a very able one to com e from  the pen of a young printer of but nineteen years. M r. Palm er,
w hile recognizing its ability, pronounced its principles to be atrocious and dem oralizing. The production of such a w ork,
literary, philosophical and religious, by probably the youngest com panion of the journeym en printers, caused them  all to
open their eyes w ith astonishm ent, and he w as regarded at once as a great m an am ong them .[7]

The deists of London, w ho had united in a club of m erry free-thinkers, holding their m eetings at an ale-house, sought out
Franklin and drew  him  into their convivial gatherings. These m en had no com m on principle of belief; they w ere united
only in the negative principle of unbelief in the C hristian religion. R alph had form ed a connection w ith a young m illiner,
by w hom , through his m any fascinations, he w as m ainly supported.

Franklin, w ith his increasing expenditures, w as now  disposed to shake off R alph, as he needed all his m oney for his ow n
convivial enjoym ents. R alph w ent into the country and opened a school, w here he utterly failed. The unhappy m illiner,
ruined in character, and w ith a little child, w rote to Franklin im ploring aid. H er letters touched his kindly heart. H e
could never see sorrow  w ithout w ishing to relieve it. H e furnished her w ith m oney, in sm all sum s, to the am ount of one
hundred and thirty dollars; and w orst of all, w e regret to say that he com m enced treating her w ith such fam iliarity, that
she, still faithful to R alph, repulsed him  indignantly.[8]

Franklin does not conceal these foibles, as he regarded them , these sins as C hristianity pronounces them . H e declares
this sim ply to have been another of the great errors of his youth. She inform ed R alph of his conduct. H e w as enraged,
broke off all further com m unication w ith Franklin, and thirty-five years passed aw ay before they m et again. R alph,
goaded to desperation, gained a w retched living in various literary adventures; w riting for any body, on any side, and for
any price. Indeed he eventually gained quite an ephem eral reputation. H e could express him self w ith vivacity, and
several quite prom inent politicians sought the aid of his pen.

Franklin, thus relieved from  the support of R alph, soon after entered a m ore extensive printing house, at Lincolnôs Inn
Fields. Though he w as exceedingly fond of a sparkling glass of w ine in his convivial hours, he w as too m uch of a
philosopher to stupefy his brain in guzzling beer. H is habitual daily beverage w as cold w ater.

ñM y com panion at the press,ò he w rote, ñdrank every day a pint before breakfast, a pint at breakfast
w ith his bread and cheese, a pint betw een breakfast and dinner, a pint at dinner, and another w hen he
had done his dayôs w ork. I thought it a detestable custom . B ut it w as necessary, he supposed, to drink
strong beer that he m ight be strong to labor. I endeavored to convince him  that the bodily strength
afforded by beer could only be in proportion to the grain or the barley dissolved in the w ater of w hich
it w as m ade; that there w as m ore flour in a pennyw orth of bread, and, therefore, if he could eat that
w ith a pint of w ater, it w ould give him  m ore strength than a quart of beer. H e drank on, how ever, and
had four or five shillings to pay, out of his w ages, every Saturday night, for that vile liquor; an expense
I w as free from ; and thus these poor devils keep them selves alw ays under.ò

A gain Franklin w rote in characteristic phrase, in reference to the influence of his exam ple over som e of his com panions,

ñFrom  m y exam ple, a great m any of them  left their m uddling breakfast of bread, beer and cheese,
finding they could, w ith m e, be supplied from  a neighboring house, w ith a large porringer of hot w ater
gruel, sprinkled w ith pepper, crum bled w ith bread and a bit of butter in it, for the price of a pint of
beer,ð three half-pence. This w as a m ore com fortable, as w ell as a cheaper breakfast, and kept their
heads clearer. Those w ho continued sotting w ith their beer all day, w ere often, by not paying, out of
credit at the ale-house; and used to m ake interest w ith m e to get beer; their light as they phrased it
being out. I w atched the pay table on Saturday night, and collected w hat I stood engaged for them ,
having to pay som etim es on their account.ò

Franklinôs skill in sw im m ing, as w e have m entioned w as very rem arkable. A t one tim e he sw am  from  London to
C helsea, a distance of four m iles. Several of his com panions he taught to sw im  in tw o lessons. H is celebrity w as such
that he w as urged to open a sw im m ing school.[9] The life of self-indulgence he w as now  living in London, w as not such
as even his loose religious principles could approve. H e had abandoned the faith of his fathers, and had adopted, for his
rule of conduct, the principle, that it w as right to yield to any indulgences to w hich his passions incited him . H e becam e
tired of London, and probably found it necessary to break aw ay from  the influences and associates w ith w hich he had
surrounded him self.



M r. D enham , his com panion of voyage, had decided to return to Philadelphia, and open an extensive store. H e offered
Franklin tw o hundred and fifty dollars a year as book-keeper. Though this w as less than the sum  Franklin w as then
earning, as com positor, there w ere prospects of his advancem ent. This consideration, in addition to his desire to escape
from  London, led him  to accept the offer. H e w as now  tw enty years of age. It does not appear that he had thus far form ed
any deliberate plan for his lifeôs w ork. H e floated along as the current of events drifted him .

O n the tw enty-first of July, 1726, Franklin em barked on board the ship B erkshire for Philadelphia. H e had been absent
from  A m erica but little m ore than a year and a half. D uring this tim e he had not increased his fortune, for he had spent his
m oney as fast as he had earned it. A fter a voyage of eighty days, the ship cast anchor before Philadelphia. A t that tim e
ships w ere often from  three to seven m onths effecting the passage across the A tlantic.

A s usual Franklin kept a diary punctually during his long voyage. Its pages w ere replete w ith pithy rem arks of w it and
w isdom . H e w as very fond of a gam e of checkers, and in that am usem ent beguiled m any w eary hours. W e find the
follow ing striking com m ents upon the diversion in his journal:

ñIt is a gam e I m uch delight in. B ut it requires a clear head and undisturbed. The persons playing, if
they w ould play w ell, ought not m uch to regard the consequences of the gam e; for that diverts and
w ithdraw s the m ind from  the gam e itself, and m akes the player liable to m ake m any false, open m oves.
I w ill venture to lay it dow n for an infallible rule that if tw o persons equal in judgm ent, play for a
considerable sum , he that loves m oney m ost, shall lose. H is anxiety for the success of the gam e
confounds him . C ourage is alm ost as requisite for the good conduct of this gam e as in a real battle; for
if the player im agines him self opposed by one that is m uch his superior in skill, his m ind is so intent on
the defensive part, that an advantage passes unobserved.ò

The G overnor of the Isle of W ight had died, leaving the reputation of having been one of the m ost consum m ate
scoundrels w ho ever exercised despotic pow er. Franklin, in his treatise upon ñLiberty and N ecessity,ò w ritten but a few
m onths before, had assum ed that there w as no such thing as good and evil; that G od ordered and controlled every event;
and that consequently every event w as in accordance w ith H is w ill, and alike pleasing in H is sight. B ut now  w e find the
follow ing record in his journal, w hich m ost readers w ill recognize as inconsistent w ith the young philosopherôs
theological opinions. H e w rites:

ñA t the death of this governor, it appeared that he w as a great villain, and a great politician. There w as
no crim e so dam nable, w hich he w ould stick at in the execution of his designs. A nd yet he had the art
of covering all so thick, that w ith alm ost all m en in general, w hile he lived he passed for a saint. In
short, I believe it is im possible for a m an, though he has all the cunning of a devil, to live and die a
villain, and yet conceal it so w ell as to carry the nam e of an honest fellow  to the grave w ith him , but
som e one by som e accident or other, shall discover him . Truth and sincerity have a certain
distinguishing, native lustre about them , w hich cannot be perfectly counterfeited. They are like fire and
flam e that cannot be painted.ò

W e should infer, from  som e intim ations in Franklinôs diary, that he w as troubled by som e qualm s of conscience, in view
of his abandonm ent of M iss Read, and his irregular life in London. H e has left a paper in w hich he stated that he had
never form ed any regular plan for the control of his conduct: that he w as now  about to enter on a new  life; and that he
w as resolved that henceforth he w ould speak the truth, be industrious in his business, and speak ill of no m an. These
w ere rather m eagre resolutions for a young m an under these circum stances to adopt.

Soon after landing at Philadelphia, Franklin chanced to m eet Sir W illiam  K eith in the streets. The governor seem ed m uch
em barrassed, and passed by w ithout speaking. It does not appear that the acquaintance w as ever resum ed. The governor
lived nearly tw enty-five years afterw ard, a dishonored and ruined m an, and died in the extrem e of poverty.

Poor M iss R ead, heart-broken, and deem ing herself forever abandoned, yielded to the im portunities of her friends and
m arried a m echanic by the nam e of R ogers. H e proved to be a thoroughly w orthless fellow . H is unconcealed profligacy,
and unfaithfulness to his w ife, com pelled her, after a few  m onths of w retchedness, to return to her m other, and to resum e
her m aiden nam e. The profligate husband fled from  his creditors to the W est Indies. R um ors soon reached Philadelphia
of his death, leaving probably another w ife.

Franklin entered upon his duties as clerk of M r. D enham , w ith his accustom ed energy and skill. H e carried into his new



vocation, all his intellectual sagacity, and speedily w on not only the confidence but the affection of his em ployer. H e
lived w ith M r. D enham , and being alw ays disposed to look upon the bright side of everything, even of his ow n
im perfections, notw ithstanding his infidelity to M iss R ead, he seem s to have been a very happy and even jovial young
m an.

Four m onths after Franklin had entered upon his m ercantile career, both M r. D enham  and Franklin w ere seized w ith the
pleurisy. M r. D enham  died. Franklin, though brought near to the grave, recovered. H e w rites:

ñI suffered a great deal; gave up the point in m y ow n m ind; and w as at the tim e rather disappointed
w hen I found m yself recovering; regretting in som e degree that I m ust now , som etim e or other, have all
that disagreeable w ork to do over again.ò

The death of M r. D enham  broke up the establishm ent, and Franklin w as throw n out of em ploym ent. K eim er, in w hose
service he had form erly been engaged, again m ade him  an offer to superintend a printing office. Franklin accepted the
proposition. There w ere five inefficient hands, w hom  Franklin w as expected to transform  into accom plished printers.
W ith these, and a few  others, he organized a literary club, called the ñJunto; or the Leathern A pron C lub,ò as nearly
every m em ber w as a m echanic.

The club m et every Friday evening, and the w ine cup, to stim ulate conviviality, passed freely am ong them . There w ere
tw enty-four questions, w hich w ere every evening read, to w hich answ ers w ere to be returned by any one w ho could
answ er them . B etw een each question, it w as expected that each m em ber w ould fill, and em pty, his glass. O ne w ould
think that the w ine m ust have been very w eak, or the heads of these young m en very strong, to enable them  to quaff
tw enty-four glasses unharm ed. W e give a few  of the questions as specim ens of their general character.

1. ñH ave you m et w ith anything in the author you last read?

3. ñH as any citizen in your know ledge failed, and have you heard the cause?

7. ñW hat unhappy effects of intem perance have you lately observed?

12. ñH as any deserving stranger arrived in tow n since your last m eeting?

16. ñH as anybody attacked your reputation lately?

23. ñIs there any difficulty w hich you w ould gladly have discussed at this tim e?ò

D ebates, declam ation, and the reading of essays added to the entertainm ent of these gatherings. Stories w ere told, and
bacchanal songs sung. N o m an could tell a better story, and few  m en could sing a better song than B enjam in Franklin. N o
one w as deem ed a suitable m em ber of the club, w ho w ould not contribute his full quota to the entertainm ent or
instruction. The questions proposed by Franklin for discussion, developed the elevated intellectual region his thoughts
w ere accustom ed to range. W e give a few  as specim ens.

ñC an any one particular form  of governm ent suit all m ankind?

ñShould it be the aim  of philosophy to eradicate the passions?

ñIs perfection attainable in this life?

ñW hat general conduct of life is m ost suitable for m en in such circum stances as m ost of the m em bers of
the Junto are?ò

The Junto w as lim ited to tw elve m em bers. It soon becam e so popular that applications for adm ission becam e very
frequent. Six m onths passed rapidly aw ay, w hen K eim er, w ho w as an exceedingly im m oral and w orthless m an, and w as
fast going to ruin, in som e fit of drunkenness, or ungovernable irritation, entered the office, and assailed Franklin w ith
such abuse, that he took his hat, and repaired to his lodgings, resolved never to return.

Franklin w as tw enty-one years of age. H e had laid up no m oney. H e w as still but a journeym an printer. The draft w hich
he had received from  M r. V ernon for fifty dollars had not yet been paid. H e w as exceedingly m ortified w hen he allow ed
him self to reflect upon this delinquency w hich certainly approached dishonesty. In this em ergence he conferred w ith a
fellow  journeym an by the nam e of H ugh M eredith, w hose father w as a gentlem an of considerable property. M eredith



proposed that they should enter into partnership, he furnishing the funds, and Franklin the business capacity.

A t that tim e Franklin, rem em bering his narrow  escape from  the grave by the pleurisy, w rote his ow n epitaph w hich has
been greatly celebrated. It has generally been adm ired; but som e of m ore sensitive m inds perceive in it a tone w hich is
som ew hat repulsive.

ñThe B ody
of

B EN JA M IN  FR A N K LIN ,
Printer,

(Like the cover of an old book,
Its contents torn out,

A nd stripped of its lettering and gilding,)
Lies here, food for w orm s.

Y et the w ork itself shall not be lost,
For it w ill, as he believed, appear once m ore,

In a new
A nd m ore beautiful edition,
C orrected and am ended

B y
T H E A U T H O R.ò

The excellencies of Franklin did not run in the line of exquisite sensibilities. A t the early age of fifteen he began to cast
off the restraints of the religion of his father and m other. N early all his associates w ere w hat w ere called Free-thinkers.
H e could not be blind to their m oral im perfections. M r. Parton w rites,

ñH is old friend C ollins, he rem em bered, w as a Free-thinker, and C ollins had gone astray. R alph w as a
Free-thinker, and R alph w as a great sinner. K eith w as a Free-thinker, and K eith w as the greatest liar in
Pennsylvania. B enjam in Franklin w as a Free-thinker, and how  sham efully he had behaved to R alphôs
m istress, to M r. Vernon and M iss R ead, w hose young life had been blighted through him .ò[10]

Franklinôs creed thus far, consisted only of negations. H e had no belief; he had only unbelief. Indeed he seem s to have
becom e quite asham ed of his treatise upon Liberty and N ecessity, published in London, and felt constrained to w rite a
refutation of it.[11] A s this strange young m an in his discontent looked over the religions of the w orld, he could find no
one that m et his view s. H e therefore deliberately and thoughtfully sat dow n to form  a religion of his ow n. M any such
persons have appeared in the lapse of the ages, and alm ost invariably they have announced their creeds w ith the w ords,
ñThus saith the Lord.ò B ut our young printer of tw enty-tw o years, m ade no profession w hatever, of any divine aid. H e
sim ply said, ñThus saith m y thoughts.ò O ne w ould think he could not have m uch confidence in those thoughts, w hen it is
rem em bered that at this tim e he w as w riting a refutation of the opinions, w hich he had published in London but a few
m onths before.

The book w hich Franklin thus prepared w as entitled ñA rticles of B elief, and A cts of R eligion.ò H is sim ple creed w as
that there w as one Suprem e G od w ho had created m any m inor gods; that the suprem e G od w as so great that he did not
desire the w orship of m an but w as far above it.

The m inor gods are perhaps im m ortal, and perhaps after the ages lapse they are changed, others supplying their place.
Each of these subordinate gods has created for him self a sun w ith its planetary system , over w hich he presides and from
the inhabitants of w hich he expects adoration. H e w rites,

ñIt is that particular w ise and good G od, w ho is the author and ow ner of our system  that I propose for
the object of m y praise and adoration. It is to be inferred that this G od is not above caring for us, is
pleased w ith our praise, and offended w hen w e slight him .ò

H e then prepares an invocation to this god of our solar system . It is founded on the style of the Psalm s, but is
im m easurably inferior to m ost of those sublim e utterances of the Psalm ist of Israel. A nd still the sentim ents breathed
w ere ennobling in their character; they proved that Franklin w as vastly superior to the thoughtless, reckless deists w ho
surrounded him , and that his soul w as reaching forth and yearning for higher and holier attainm ents. In this invocation,



the w hole of w hich w e cannot quote, he w rites,

ñO  C reator! O  Father! I believe that thou art good; and that thou art pleased w ith the pleasure of thy
children. Praised be thy nam e forever. B y thy pow er thou hast m ade the glorious sun w ith his attending
w orlds. B y thy w isdom  thou hast form ed all things. Thy w isdom , thy pow er, and thy goodness are
everyw here clearly seen. Thou abhorrest in thy creatures treachery and deceit, m alice, revenge,
intem perance, and every other hurtful vice. B ut thou art a lover of justice and sincerity, of friendship
and benevolence, and every virtue. Thou art m y friend, m y father, and m y benefactor. Praised be thy
nam e; O  G od, forever. A m en.ò

The prayer w hich follow ed, doubtless giving utterance to his m ost inw ard feelings, is beautiful.

ñInasm uch,ò he w rote, ñas by reason of our ignorance, w e cannot be certain that m any things, w hich w e
often hear m entioned in the petitions of m en to the D eity, w ould prove real goods if they w ere in our
possession, and as I have reason to hope and believe that the goodness of m y H eavenly Father w ill not
w ithhold from  m e a suitable share of tem poral blessings, if by a virtuous and holy life I conciliate his
favor and kindness; therefore I presum e not to ask such things; but rather hum bly and w ith a sincere
heart, express m y earnest desire that he w ould graciously assist m y continual endeavors and
resolutions of eschew ing vice and em bracing virtue, w hich kind of supplication w ill at the sam e tim e
rem ind m e in a solem n m anner of m y extensive duty.ò

H e then added the supplication that he m ight be preserved from  atheism , im piety and profaneness; that he m ight be loyal
to his prince; that he m ight be gracious to those below  him ; that he m ight refrain from  calum ny and detraction; that he
m ight be sincere in friendship, just in his dealings, grateful to his benefactors, patient in affliction; that he m ight have
tenderness for the w eak, and that, rejoicing in the good of others, he m ight becom e truly virtuous and m agnanim ous.

It is very evident that som e unexplained circum stances had called the attention of Franklin very earnestly to the subject of
religion. H e w rote very m uch upon that them e, and published a new  version of the Lordôs Prayer, and a lecture upon
Providence and Predestination. H e, how ever, adm its that he very seldom  attended any public w orship, adding,

ñI had still an opinion of its propriety and its utility, w hen rightly conducted; and I regularly paid m y
annual subscription for the support of the only Presbyterian m inister.ò

Rum ors soon reached Franklinôs good father of B oston, of his sonôs free-thinking, and he w rote to his son in m uch alarm .
In Franklinôs reply, he said,

ñA ll that should be expected from  m e, is to keep m y m ind open to conviction; to hear patiently and
exam ine attentively w hatever is offered m e for that end. A nd if after all I continue in the sam e errors, I
believe your usual charity w ill induce you rather to pity and excuse, than to blam e m e. In the m eantim e,
your care and concern for m e, is w hat I am  very thankful for. M y m other grieves that one of her sons is
an A rian, and another an A rm inian. W hat an A rm inian or an A rian is, I cannot say that I very w ell
know . The truth is, I m ake such distinctions very little m y study. I think vital religion has alw ays
suffered w hen orthodoxy is m ore regarded than virtue. A nd the Scriptures assure m e that at the last day
w e shall not be exam ined w hat w e thought but w hat w e did.ò

Franklin, having no revealed religion to guide him , and having no foundation for his faith, but the ever-changing vagaries
of his ow n fantastic im agination, could have no belief to-day, of w hich he had any certainty that he w ould hold the sam e
to-m orrow . H e w as continually abandoning one after another of the articles of his fantastical creed, and adopting others
in their place. A t length he settled dow n upon the follow ing sim ple belief, w hich w ith very considerable tenacity, but
w ithout any attem pt to prom ulgate it, he adhered to for m any years. It consisted of the six follow ing articles w hich w e
give in briefest language.

1. ñThere is one G od.

2. ñH e governs the w orld.

3. ñH e ought to be w orshipped.

4. ñD oing good is the service m ost acceptable to him .



5. ñM an is im m ortal.

6. ñIn the future w orld the souls of m en w ill be dealt w ith justly.ò

It is very evident that Franklin had no great confidence in his theological opinions. H e studiously avoided all w riting
upon the subject, and as far as possible all conversation. Still, w ith his keen sense of hum or, he could not refrain from
occasionally plunging a pretty sharp daggerôs thrust into the palpable im perfections of the various and contending sects.

There w as very little m oral pow er, in the creed he professed, to arrest young m en, of glow ing passions, and exposed to
the m ost difficult tem ptations, in their dow nw ard career. N o voice of Franklin w as heard w ith potency calling upon
those w ho w ere thronging the broad road. In a lecture upon Providence, to his com panions of the Junto, w hich w as
subsequently published, and w hich reflects som e considerable honor upon the earnestness of his thoughts, he w rote,

ñI am  especially discouraged w hen I reflect that you are all m y intim ate pot-com panions, w ho have
heard m e say a thousand silly things in conversation, and therefore have not that laudable partiality and
veneration for w hatever I shall deliver that good people have for their spiritual guides; that you have
no reverence for m y habit, nor for the sanctity of m y countenance; that you do not believe m e inspired,
nor divinely assisted; and therefore w ill think yourself at liberty to assert, or dissert, approve or
disapprove of anything I advance, canvassing and sifting it as the private opinion of one of your
acquaintance.ò

Though it w as Franklinôs assum ption that his religion w as one of w orks and not of faith, still it m ust be adm itted that his
life w as very inconsistent w ith those principles of purity, m oral loveliness and good report w hich the G ospel enjoins.
W ith his rem arkable honesty of m ind, in strains w hich w e are constrained, though w ith regret to record, he w rites,

ñThat hard-to-be governed passion of youth had hurried m e frequently into intrigues w ith low  w om en
that fell in m y w ay, w hich w ere attended w ith som e expense and great inconvenience, besides a
continual risk to m y health by distem per, w hich of all things I dreaded, though by great luck I escaped
it.ò

M r. Parton w rites, ñIt w as perhaps ow ing to his frequent delinquencies in this w ay, that his liturgy contains no allusion
to a vice, w hich is of all others the m ost alluring to a youth of Franklinôs tem peram ent. H e w as too sincere and logical a
m an to go before his G od and ask assistance against a fault w hich he had not fully resolved to overcom e, and that
im m ediately. A bout a year after the date of his liturgy w as born his illegitim ate son W illiam  Franklin, w ho becam e
G overnor of N ew  Jersey. If law s w ere as easily executed as enacted, B enjam in Franklin w ould have received, upon this
occasion, tw enty-one lashings at the public w hipping-post of Philadelphia.ò



CHAPTER V.

The Dawn of Prosperity.

Franklin takes a houseð H is first jobð H is industryð Plans a N ew spaperð Enters the list as a w riterð
A dvocates a Paper currencyð Purchases K eim erôs paperð C haracter of M eredithð Struggles of the firm ð
U nexpected assistanceð D issolves partnership w ith M eredithð Franklinôs energetic conductð H is
courtship, and m arriageð C haracter of M rs. Franklinð Increase of luxuryð Plans for a libraryð Prosperity
of Pennsylvaniað C ustom s in Philadelphiað Style of dress in 1726ð Franklinôs social position in
Philadelphiað H is successð A  hard student.

Franklin had now  reached the end of life as an apprentice and a journeym an. W ith his friend M eredith he hired a house in
the low er part of M arket street, at the rent of about one hundred and tw enty dollars a year. A  large portion of this house
he prudently re-let to another m echanic w ho w as a m em ber of the Junto. It w ould seem  that M eredith w as disappointed
in the am ount of m oney he expected to raise. C onsequently after utterly exhausting their stock of cash, they still found it
necessary to run deeply into debt for those appurtenances of a printing office w hich w ere absolutely necessary.

Just as they got ready for w ork, quite to their delight, a countrym an cam e in introduced by one of the Junto, G eorge
H ouse, w ho w anted a five shilling job executed.

ñThis m anôs five shillings,ò w rites Franklin, ñbeing our first fruits, and com ing so seasonably, gave m e m ore pleasure
than any crow n I have since earned. A nd from  the gratitude I felt tow ard H ouse, has m ade m e often m ore ready, than
perhaps I otherw ise should have been, to assist young beginners.ò

The tw o young m en devoted them selves to their w ork, w ith assiduity w hich w as a sure precursor of success. O ften
Franklin w as found diligently em ployed until eleven oôclock at night. H is industry and energy soon attracted attention. A
gentlem an living near the office said to som e of his friends:

ñThe industry of that Franklin is superior to anything I ever saw  of the kind. I see him  still at w ork w hen I go hom e from
the club, and he is at w ork again before his neighbors are out of bed.ò

This statem ent produced such an im pression upon a m erchant w ho w as present, that he called upon the young m en and
offered to supply them  w ith stationery on credit. Franklinôs literary taste, and his rem arkable success as a w riter, led him
ever to cherish, as a darling project, the idea of the establishing of a new spaper. In a few  m onths he had quite
deliberately form ed his plan; but in som e w ay K eim er got w ind of it, and im m ediately issued a prospectus for the
establishm ent of a paper of his ow n. Though he w as totally unqualified for the task of editorship, yet his project w as
quite hurtful to the plans of Franklin.

V ery m uch annoyed by the treachery w hich had revealed his plans to K eim er, and perceiving that his paper w as
unpopular and heavy, Franklin very w isely decided to establish his ow n reputation as a vivacious w riter, before entering
upon the im portant undertaking of issuing a journal in his ow n nam e. There w as a sm all paper then published in the city
called ñThe M ercury.ò H e com m enced w riting a series of very w itty and satirical articles over the signature of ñB usy
B ody.ò The first num ber contained the follow ing sentences as intim ations of w hat w as to com e.

ñIt is probable that I m ay displease a great num ber of your readers w ho w ill not very w ell like to pay
ten shillings a year for being told of their faults, but as m ost people delight in censure w hen they
them selves are not the object of it, if any are offended at m y publicly exposing their private vices, I
prom ise they shall have the satisfaction in a very little tim e, in seeing their good friends and neighbors
in the sam e circum stances.ò

These sparkling contributions of Franklin attracted m uch attention, and created for him  a grow ing literary reputation. The
subject of paper m oney w hich agitated our country, w as then being discussed in Pennsylvania w ith intense interest.
Franklin w rote a carefully studied pam phlet entitled ñA  M odest Inquiry into the N ature and N ecessity of a Paper
C urrency.ò

This treatise, w ritten by a young printer of but tw enty-three years, upon one of the m ost difficult questions of finance,
displayed great ability. W arm ly he advocated a paper currency. H is argum ents, how ever, w ere such as w ould not now



probably exert m uch influence upon the public m ind. The m ain proposition he endeavored to sustain w as, that there w as
not a sufficiency of gold and silver in Pennsylvania, for carrying on the trade of the province. H e therefore argued that all
branches of industry m ust languish unless the currency w ere increased by an issue of paper.[12]

It has been suggested that Franklin m ight have been unconsciously influenced in his view s, by the fact that he had been
very successful in printing paper m oney, and that he anticipated still m ore em ploym ent in that line. It is certain that
Franklinôs pam phlet exerted a pow erful influence at the tim e, and a new  issue of paper currency w as ordered. Franklin
thought that the effect w as highly conducive to the prosperity of the province, and he never sw erved from  the view s
w hich he had so earnestly and successfully urged in his pam phlet.

Franklinôs sun w as rapidly rising. K eim erôs w as as rapidly sinking. A fter publishing thirty-nine num bers of the
ñUniversal Instructorò and the subscription list having dw indled to ninety, he gladly sold the paper for a trifle to Franklin
and M eredith. The genius of Franklin w as im m ediately displayed in the im proved literary character of the paper, and in
its m echanical execution. The nam e w as changed to the ñPennsylvania G azette.ò The first num ber issued by him  w as on
O ct. 2, 1729.

The subject of religion w as alm ost entirely ignored. Franklin seem s to have becom e w eary of the darkness and the fogs
through w hich his unillum ined m ind had been so long painfully floundering, w ithout com ing to any results upon w hich he
could place reliance. C hristianity he generally treated w ith respect, though he could not refrain from  occasionally giving
a sly thrust at those im perfections of C hristians w hich w ere so palpable to his observant m ind. A nd though he never
assailed that w hich w as not inherently bad, it cannot be denied that occasionally his keen sarcasm s brought C hristianity
itself into reproach, as if it w ere a religion w hich produced no better fruits, perhaps not so good, as no religion at all.

The business of this young firm  of Franklin and M eredith, view ed in the light of the grand printing enterprises of the
present day, w as indeed trivial. The tw o young m en did all the w ork them selves w ithout even a boy to help them . In fact
M eredith, w ho at the best w as a poor w orkm an, and w ho fell into intem perate habits, neglected his business, frequented
the ale-houses, and left all responsibility resting upon the efficient shoulders of his partner.

Franklin, w ho endeavored to be perfect in every thing he undertook, printed his paper so adm irably that it is said that
there is probably not a journal now  in Philadelphia w hich is issued in better style than ñThe Pennsylvania G azetteò of
1729.

For seven years Franklin had been em barrassed by the thought of the fifty dollars w hich he had received from  M r.
V ernon, and w hich had not yet been repaid. M r. V ernon w rote him  a very gentle intim ation, stating that it w ould be very
convenient for him  to receive the m oney. Franklin returned a contrite and m agnanim ous letter. H e m ade no attem pt to
extenuate his fault, prom ised im m ediately to strain every nerve to m eet the debt, and in a few  m onths paid the w hole,
principal and interest.

Still the infant firm  w as struggling w ith adversity. The partners had com m enced operations w ith scarcely any capital
excepting prom ises. Their outfit cost about a thousand dollars. M r. M eredith had been unfortunate in business, and found
him self unable to pay the second instalm ent prom ised of five hundred dollars. The stationers w ho furnished paper began
to be uneasy, for they could not but see that M eredith w as fast going to ruin.

Franklin w as seldom  in the habit of dw elling upon his m isfortunes. In these dark hours he w rote,

ñIn this distress tw o true friends w hose kindness I have never forgotten, nor ever shall forget w hile I
can rem em ber anything, cam e to m e separately, unknow n to each other, and w ithout any application
from  m e, offered each of them  to advance m e all the m oney that should be necessary to take the w hole
business upon m yself; but they did not like m y continuing in partnership w ith M eredith, w ho, as they
said, w as often seen drunk in the street, playing at low  gam es in ale-houses, m uch to our discredit.ò

Franklin generously w as very reluctant to throw  aside M eredith. D issolute as the young m an had becom e, he could not
forget that he w as the son of a m an w ho had been his friend; but after carefully pondering the question and seeing ruin
stare him  in the face, he said one day to M eredith,

ñPerhaps your father is dissatisfied at the part you have undertaken in this affair of ours; and is unw illing to advance for
you and m e, w hat he w ould for you. If that is the case tell m e, and I w ill resign the w hole to you and go about m y
business.ò



M eredith replied,

ñM y father has really been disappointed, and is really unable. I am  unw illing to distress him  further. I see this is a
business I am  unfit for. I w as bred a farm er and it w as folly in m e to com e to tow n, and put m yself at thirty years of age
an apprentice to learn a new  trade. M any of our W elsh people are going to settle in N orth Carolina w here land is cheap.
I am  inclined to go w ith them , and follow  m y old em ploym ent. If you w ill take the debts of the com pany upon you, return
to m y father the hundred pounds he has advanced, pay m y little personal debts, and give m e thirty pounds and a new
saddle, I w ill relinquish the partnership, and leave the w hole in your hands.ò

These w ere hard term s; but there w as no other w ay in w hich Franklin could escape from  the em barrassm ents of this
untow ard partnership. H e accepted the proposal at once; borrow ed the needful m oney of his friends; and becam e his
ow n sole partner.

True prosperity now  began to attend his indom itable industry, frugality, and w isdom . The advance of the young m an w as
necessarily slow , but it w as sure. W ell aw are that his reputation w ith the com m unity w ould be invaluable to him , he not
only endeavored to be industrious, but to let it be seen by his neighbors that he left no stone unturned to accom plish his
purposes.

H e w ould trundle, through the streets of Philadelphia, in a w heel-barrow , the paper w hich he purchased, by no m eans
seeking by-streets w here his m ore fashionable com panions w ould not see him . H e dressed w ith the utm ost sim plicity, but
alw ays in clean garm ents, w ell cut, and w hich presented his adm irable form  to great advantage. N ever did he allow
him self to sink to the vulgarity of a slatternly appearance. H e w as ever ready, w hen engaged in the m ost busy
em ploym ents of his office, to receive w ithout a blush, any guests, how ever high, w ho m ight chance to call.

The tranquil m onths glided on. Franklin w as prospered in business, paid his debts, and began to accum ulate a little
property. O ur young philosopher w as never an im passioned lover. A s he w ould contem plate, in his increasing
prosperity, rem oving to another m ore com m odious office, so he now  thought, having reached the age of tw enty-four, that
it m ight be expedient for him  to have a hom e of his ow n, and a w ife to take care of his dom estic affairs.

H e had let a portion of the house w hich he used for his printing office, to a m echanic of the Junto by the nam e of G odfrey.
H e conferred w ith M rs. G odfrey upon the subject. She had a relative, a very pretty girl, M iss G odfrey, w hom  she highly
recom m ended and brought, as it w ere by accident, to take tea w ith Franklin. She w as graceful, am iable, and a child of
parents w ell to do in the w orld. Franklin w as a rem arkably handsom e and fascinating young m an. The courtship
proceeded successfully and rapidly.

The reader w ill be interested in seeing Franklinôs ow n account of this affair. H e w rites, in his A utobiography:

ñM rs. G odfrey projected a m atch w ith a relationôs daughter, took opportunities of bringing us often
together, till a serious courtship on m y part ensued; the girl being, in herself, very deserving. The old
folks encouraged m e by continual invitations to supper, and by leaving us together, till at length it w as
tim e to explain. M rs. G odfrey m anaged our little treaty. I let her know  I expected as m uch m oney w ith
their daughter as w ould pay off m y rem aining debt for the printing house; w hich I believe w as not then
above a hundred pounds. She brought m e w ord they had no such sum  to spare; I said they m ight
m ortgage their house in the loan-office. The answ er to this, after som e days, w as, that they did not
approve the m atch; that, on inquiry of M r. B radford, they had been inform ed the printing business w as
not a profitable one, the types w ould soon be w orn out, and m ore w anted; that K eim er and D avid
H arvy had failed one after the other, and I should probably soon follow  them ; and therefore I w as
forbidden the house, and the daughter w as shut up.ò

O ccasionally Franklin had gone to the hom e of M rs. R ead, the m other of the unhappy D eborah. H is conscience
reproached him  for his conduct to that good girl. She w as alw ays dejected and solitary, and w ith a broken heart clung to
her m other, her only friend. It is doubtful w hether she w ere ever legally m arried to R ogers. It w as rum ored that at the
tim e of their m arriage, he w as the husband of one, if not m ore w ives. If legally m arried, there w as another serious
obstacle in her path. R ogers had run aw ay to the W est Indies. R um or alone had announced his death. H e m ight be still
living.

Franklinôs sym pathy gradually becam e excited in her behalf. A nd at length he proposed that, regardless of all the risks,
they should be m arried. It seem s that he had announced to her very distinctly that he had a living child, and very



honorably he had decided that that child of dishonor w as to be taken hom e and trained as his ow n.

These w ere sad nuptials. The w orld-w eary w ife knew  not but that she had another husband still living, and a stigm a,
indelible, rested upon Franklin. The m arriage took place on the first of Septem ber, 1730. It subsequently appears that
R ogers, the potter, w as really dead. The child w as taken hom e and reared w ith all possible tenderness and care. It is a
little rem arkable that nothing is know n of w hat becam e of the m other of that child. The boy grew  up to m anhood,
espoused the Tory cause, w hen the Tories w ere hunting his father to hang him , and by his ungrateful, rebellious conduct,
pierced his heart w ith a thousand em poisoned daggers.

M rs. Franklin proved in all respects an excellent w om an, and an adm irable w ife for her calm , philosophic and
unim passioned husband. Franklin never had a journeym an in his office w ho perform ed his functions m ore entirely to his
satisfaction, than his w ife discharged her responsible duties. She w as alw ays am iable, industrious and thrifty.

There w as a little shop attached to the printing office w hich M rs. Franklin tended. She also aided her husband in folding
and distributing the papers, and w ith a m otherôs love trained, in the rudim ents of education, the child w hose m other w as
lost.

Franklin, in his characteristic, kindly appreciation of the services of all w ho w ere faithful in his em ploy, speaks in the
follow ing com m endatory term s of the industrial excellencies of his w ife. W hen far aw ay dazzled by the splendors, and
bew ildered by the flattery of European courts, he w rote to her,

ñIt w as a com fort to m e to recollect that I had once been clothed, from  head to foot, in w oolen and
linen of m y w ifeôs m anufacture, and that I never w as prouder of any dress in m y life.ò

In Franklinôs A utobiography, as published by Sparks, w e read, ñW e have an English proverb that says, óH e that w ould
thrive, m ust ask his w ife.ô It w as lucky for m e that I had one as m uch disposed to industry and frugality as m yself. She
assisted m e cheerfully in m y business, folding and stitching pam phlets, tending shop, purchasing old linen rags, for the
paper-m akers, etc. W e kept no idle servants; our table w as plain and sim ple, our furniture of the cheapest. For instance,
m y breakfast w as, for a long tim e, bread and m ilk, (no tea) and I ate it out of a tw o-penny earthern porringer, w ith a
pew ter-spoon.

ñB ut m ark how  luxury w ill enter fam ilies, and m ake a progress in spite of principle. B eing called one m orning to
breakfast, I found it in a china bow l, w ith a spoon of silver. They had been bought for m e w ithout m y know ledge, by m y
w ife, and had cost her the enorm ous sum  of three and tw enty shillings; for w hich she had no other excuse or apology to
m ake, but that she thought her husband deserved a silver spoon and china bow l, as w ell as any of his neighbors. This
w as the first appearance of plate or china in our house; w hich afterw ard, in a course of years, as our w ealth increased,
augm ented gradually to several hundred pounds in value.ò[13]

W hile thus engaged he conceived the idea of establishing a public subscription library. H is know ledge of hum an nature
taught him  that if he presented the enterprise as his ow n, feelings of jealousy m ight be excited, and it m ight be im agined
that he w as influenced by personal am bition. H e therefore said that a num ber of gentlem en had adopted the plan, and had
requested him  to visit the lovers of books and of reading, and solicit their subscriptions. Each subscriber w as to
contribute tw o pounds to start the enterprise, and to pay a yearly assessm ent of ten shillings.

B y the arduous labors of five m onths, Franklin obtained fifty nam es. W ith this the enterprise com m enced. Such w as the
origin of the Philadelphia Library, now  one of the m ost im portant institutions of the kind in our land. In the year 1861,
seventy thousand volum es w ere reported as on its shelves.

Philadelphia contained a population of nearly ten thousand people. Pennsylvania w as decidedly the central point for
European em igration. Its clim ate w as delightful; its soil fertile; and W illiam  Pennôs hum ane policy w ith the Indians had
secured for the colony peace and friendship w ith the native inhabitants for m ore than fifty years.

The w hite m an, on this continent, has told his ow n story. The Indians have had no historians. B ut nothing is m ore clear
than that in alm ost every instance they w ere goaded to w ar by the unendurable w rongs w hich w ere inflicted upon
them .[14] U ntil B raddockôs dreadful defeat, Pennsylvania had scarcely know n a single alarm . In the sum m er of 1749,
tw elve thousand G erm ans landed at Philadelphia. This w as the average num ber for m any years. The policy of W illiam
Penn had been to establish upon the banks of the D elaw are, an extended and beautiful village, w here every house should
have its law n and its garden for vegetables and flow ers. In the year 1732, w hen Franklin w as tw enty-six years of age, the



dw ellings of this village w ere m ostly of brick or stone, and w ere spread along the banks of the river for the distance of a
m ile, w ith streets running back into the interior to the distance of about half a m ile.

The prosperity of Philadelphia, indeed of Pennsylvania, w as rem arkable. Provisions and the m ost delicious fruits w ere
in great abundance. Even the pigs w ere fattened upon the m ost luscious peaches. Each fam ily in the city kept its cow ,
w hich grazed upon the com m on lands on the outskirts of the tow n. The Philadelphia of that period w as a green village,
beautifully shaded by trees, and presenting to every visitor an aspect of rare attractions. Professor Peter K alm , w ho
published an exceedingly interesting account of his travels in N orth A m erica betw een the years 1748 and 1751, w rites,

ñThere w ere fine orchards all about the city. The country people in Sw eden and Finland guard their
turnips m ore carefully than the people here do the m ost exquisite fruits. A  Philadelphian has so m uch
liberty and abundance that he lives in his house like a king.ò

The Q uakers, or as they prefer to be called, the Friends, at that tim e com posed about one-third of the population of
Philadelphia, and one-half of the State of Pennsylvania. They w ere a rem arkably intelligent, industrious and w orthy
people. Probably a better and m ore thrifty com m unity w as never colonized on this globe.

The state of society has greatly changed since that day, and custom s, w hich w ere then deem ed essential, have since
becom e obsolete. For instance, the w hipping-post, the pillory, and the stocks, w ere prom inent in the m arket-place and
w ere in frequent use. There w as a public w hipper, w ho, for his repulsive services, received a salary of fifty dollars a
year. U ntil as late as 1760, w om en w ere frequently publicly w hipped. It is said that a w hipping occurred on an average,
tw ice a m onth.

The dress of gentlem en w as gaudy and extravagant, unsurpassed by that of French or B ritish courtiers. Im m ense w igs,
w ith their profusion of w aves or curls, w ere in use by the gentry. V ery tight knee-breeches w ere w orn, w ith silk
stockings, and shoes em bellished w ith im m ense silver buckles, highly polished. Their coats w ere richly em broidered,
often of silk velvet, and their full flow  reached below  the knees. R uffled shirts and ruffled w rist-bands of linen, of
snow y w hiteness, added to the beauty of the dress. A  jew elled scabbard containing a polished sw ord hung by the side. A
three-cornered hat com pleted this show y attire. There is not a R ocky M ountain Indian in his m ost gorgeous w ar-dress of
paint and plum es, w ho w ould attract m ore attention w alking dow n B roadw ay, than w ould B enjam in Franklin as he w as
painted in 1726.

H is portrait w as taken w hen he w as in London, w orking as a journeym an printer. C ontrary to the general im pression,
Franklin w as then, and through all his life, fully conscious of the advantages w hich dress confers. W hen surrounded by
the hom age of the court of V ersailles, there w as no courtier in those m agnificent saloons m ore attentive to his attire than
w as B enjam in Franklin. H is keen sagacity taught him  the advantage of appearing in a dress entirely different from  that of
the splendid assem bly around him , and thus he attracted universal observation. But never did he appear in the presence
of these lords and ladies but in a costly garb to w hich he had devoted m uch attention.



M r. Parton, speaking of the portrait w hich Franklin then had painted in London, says,

ñThe fair, full, sm iling face of Franklin is surrounded in this picture by a vast and stiff horse-hair w ig;
and his w ell-developed figure show s im posingly in a volum inous and decorated coat that reaches
nearly to his heels. Under his left arm  he carries his cocked hat. H is m anly bosom  heaves under snow y
ruffles, and his extensive w rist-bands are exposed to view  by the shortness of his coat sleeves.ò

B etw een the years 1740 and 1775, w hile abundance reigned in Pennsylvania, and there w as peace in all her borders, a
m ore happy and prosperous population could not perhaps be found on this globe. In every hom e there w as com fort. The
people generally w ere highly m oral, and know ledge w as extensively diffused. A m ericans, w ho visited Europe, w ere
deeply im pressed by the contrast. In the O ld W orld they saw  everyw here indications of poverty and suffering. Franklin
w rote, after a tour in G reat B ritain in 1772,

ñH ad I never been in the A m erican colonies, but w ere to form  m y judgm ent of civil society by w hat I
have lately seen, I should never advise a nation of savages to adm it of civilization. For, I assure you,
that in the possession and enjoym ent of the various com forts of life, com pared w ith these people, every
Indian is a gentlem an; and the effect of this kind of civil society seem s to be the depressing m ultitudes
below  the savage state, that a few  m ay be raised above it.ò

Y et let it not be supposed that the effects of the fall w ere not visible here, or that m anôs inhum anity to m an had ceased.
There w ere bickerings, and heart burnings, and intense political struggles, in w hich the strong endeavored to extend their
pow er, and the w eak endeavored to throw  off the shackles w ith w hich they w ere bound. W illiam  Penn com plains of the
am bitious politicians w ho he said thoughtð ñnothing taller than them selves but the trees.ò John A dam s denounced in
severest term s the tricks of the petty politicians; and speaking of the m ore am bitious ones w ho sought the positions of
governor or custom -house officers, he w rites:

ñThese seekers are actuated by a m ore ravenous sort of am bition and avarice.ò

For tw enty years Franklin continued a prosperous but uneventful life, as an active business m an in Philadelphia. H is
integrity, his sagacity, and his prosperity, rapidly increased the esteem  in w hich he w as held. B ut still he w as engaged in
business as a printer and a shop-keeper, w hich w ould not now  give him  adm ission into w hat he called the higher circles
of society.



H e not only edited, printed and published his new spaper, but he also kept books for sale and a sm all quantity of
stationery, and also w as a binder of books. H e m ade and sold ink; w as an extensive dealer in rags; and soap and feathers
could be purchased at his shop. W e find in his advertisem ents the announcem ent of coffee and other groceries for sale.

A nd still his printing office gradually becam e the nucleus for the gathering of the m ost intelligent and influential m en. If
any im portant project w as on foot, it w as deem ed essential to consult B enjam in Franklin. H is G azette proved a great
success, and w as incom parably the ablest paper published in the colonies.[15]

Franklinôs editorials w ere very sparkling, and are considered as am ong the m ost brilliant of his intellectual efforts. H e
w as alm ost invariably good natured, and the design of all he w rote, w as to prom ote integrity and kindly feeling. H e
w ould w rite an article, as if from  a correspondent, w hich w ould give him  an opportunity to return an am using article in
the next num ber. A  com plete file of the paper is preserved in the Philadelphia Library.

In 1732, Franklin issued the first num ber of the A lm anac, called Poor R ichard, w hich subsequently attained such w ide
renow n. The popularity of the w ork w as astonishing; for tw enty-five years it averaged ten thousand copies a year. This
w as a w onderful sale in those tim es. Everybody w as quoting the pithy sayings of Poor R ichard.[16]

Franklin w as an extensive reader. H e had a m em ory alm ost m iraculous; and his m ind w as so constituted, that it eagerly
grasped and retained any sharp or w itty sayings. Thus, though m any of the m axim s of Poor R ichard originated w ith him ,
others w ere gleaned from  the w itticism s of past ages, upon w hich Franklin placed the im print of his ow n peculiar genius.
I give a few  of those renow ned m axim s w hich soon becam e as household w ords, in every shop and dw elling of our land.

ñThere is no little enem y.ò ñThree m ay keep a secret if tw o of them  are dead.ò ñH e is no clow n w ho
drives the plough, but he that does clow nish things.ò ñW ealth is not his that has it, but his that enjoys
it.ò ñThe noblest question in the w orld is, ów hat good m ay I do in it.ôò ñK eep your eye w ide open
before m arriage; half shut afterw ard.ò

Franklin w as not a poet. H e could schem e easily, but even his rhym es w ere poor. H is sense of delicacy w as quite
obtuse, but perhaps not m ore so, than w e ought to expect from  the unrefined tim es in w hich he lived.[17]

The increasing circulation of the Pennsylvania G azette, the extensive sale of Poor R ichard, and the success of m any of
the sm all books w hich Franklin published, soon placed the finances of Franklin in a very flourishing condition. This
enabled him  to send for every im portant w ork published in England. A s he w as never an hour in idleness, and seldom
entered any place of popular am usem ent, he found tim e to study all these solid and useful w orks. The superior pow ers
w ith w hich G od had endow ed him , enabled him  to glean from  their pages, and store up in his m em ory, all that w as m ost
valuable. B y these indefatigable studies, he w as rapidly becom ing one of the m ost learned of m en, and w as preparing
him self for that brilliant career, in w hich, as a statesm an and a philosopher, he stood in the first ranks of those w ho had
been deem ed the great m en of earth.

H is first entrance to public life w as as Clerk to the G eneral A ssem bly, w hich w as then the Legislature of the
Pennsylvania C olony. This w as an office of but little em olum ent or honor. H is first election w as unanim ous. The second
year, though successful, he w as opposed by an influential m em ber.

Franklin, w ho w ished to have every one his friend, w as anxious to conciliate him . H e accom plished his purpose
shrew dlyð perhaps cunningly, is not too strong a w ord to use. H aving heard that the gentlem an had a very rare and
valuable book in his library, he w rote him  a very polite and flattering letter, soliciting the loan of it. N o m an could pen
such an epistle m ore adroitly than Franklin.

A fter a few  days he returned the book w ith one of his m ost exquisite notes of thanks. The gentlem an w as caught in the
trap. C harm ed w ith the urbanity Franklin displayed in the correspondence, the next tim e he m et the philosopher, he
grasped him  cordially by the hand. Though he had never spoken to him  before, he invited him  to his house.

Franklin, com m enting upon this adventure, w rites,

ñH e ever after m anifested a readiness to serve m e on all occasions, so that w e becam e great friends,
and our friendship continued to his death. This is another instance of the truth of an old m axim  I had
learned, w hich says óH e that hath once done you a kindness w ill be m ore ready to do you another than
he w hom  you yourself have obliged,ô and it show s how  m uch m ore profitable it is prudently to rem ove



than to resent, return, and continue inim ical proceedings.ò

There w as som ething in this transaction, an apparent w ant of sincerity, an approach to trickery, w hich w ill im press m any
readers painfully. It w as a shrew d m anî uvre, skillfully contrived, and successfully executed. The perfect sincerity of a
friendly and m agnanim ous m ind is the safest guide in all the em ergencies of life.



CHAPTER VI.

Religious and Philosophic Views.

Studious habitsð N ew  religionð Personal habitsð C hurch of the Free and Easyð H is m any accom plishm ents
ð The career of H em phallð B irth and D eath of Franklinôs sonð The M inistry of W hitefieldð R em arkable
friendship betw een the philosopher and the preacherð Prosperity of Franklinð H is convivial habitsð The
defense of Philadelphiað B irth of a daughterð The Philadelphia A cadem y.

Franklin w as a perservering and laborious student, for w hatever he read he studied. W ith increasing intellectual tastes,
he found tim e every day to devote m any hours to his books. H is reading w as of the m ost elevated and instructive kind. It
consisted alm ost exclusively of scientific treatises, and of history, biography, voyages and travels.

H is m ind w as still struggling and floundering in the m idst of religious and philosophical speculations. H e seem s, from
som e unexplained reason, to have been very unw illing to accept the religion of Jesus C hrist; and yet he w as inspired
undeniably by a very noble desire to be a good m an, to attain a high position in m orality. Earnestly he endeavored to
fram e for him self som e schem e w hich w ould enable him  to accom plish that purpose.

A t this tim e he w rote,

ñFew  in public affairs act from  a m ere view  of the good of their country, w hatever they m ay pretend.
Few er still in public affairs act w ith a view  to the good of m ankind. There seem s to m e, at present,
great occasion to raise a óU nited Party for V irtue,ô by form ing the virtuous and good of all nations into
a regular body, to be governed by suitable good and w ise rules, w hich good and w ise m en m ay
probably be m ore unanim ous in their obedience to, than com m on people are to com m on law s. I at
present, think, that w hoever attem pts this aright, and is w ell qualified, cannot fail of pleasing G od, and
of m eeting w ith success.ò

Influenced by these exalted m otives, he concentrated all the energies of his w ell inform ed m ind to the organization of a
new  religion. To this church he gave the nam e of ñThe Society of the Free and Easy.ò The m em bers w ere to be Free from
vice, and consequently, Easy in m ind. The first article of his creed w as that he w ould have no creed. A nd yet this
religion, w hich drew  an antagonistic distinction betw een faith and w orks, denouncing all faith at the sam e tim e
announced that its fundam ental and absolutely essential faith w as that piety consisted in cherishing the ordinarily
recognized virtues. These w ere Tem perance, Silence, O rder, R esolution, Frugality, Industry, Sincerity, Justice,
M oderation, C leanliness, Tranquillity, C harity and H um ility.

H is ritual consisted in devoting one w eek to the cultivation of each of these virtues. H e had no Sabbath, no preached
G ospel, no Sacram ents. B ut his creed, w ith its corresponding practice, certainly exerted a very pow erful influence, and
in m any respects beneficial, upon his ow n m ind.

W ith his list of virtues before him , this rem arkable young m an com m enced the effort vigorously to attain perfection. The
C hristian reader w ill not be at all surprised to read from  Franklinôs pen the follow ing account of the result:

ñI w as surprised to find m yself so m uch fuller of faults than I had im agined. B ut I had the satisfaction
of seeing them  dim inish. A fter a w hile I w ent through one course only in a year, and afterw ards only
one in several years; till at length I om itted them  entirely, being em ployed in voyages and business
abroad, w ith a m ultiplicity of affairs that interfered.ò

Franklin w as a very proud m an. H e could not but be conscious of his great superiority over m ost of those w ith w hom  he
associated. H e avow s that the virtue of hum ility he never could attain. The sem blance of that virtue he could easily
assum e, but he says that the pride of his heart w as such that had he attained it, he w ould have been proud of his hum ility.
H e adopted the follow ing as the ordinary routine of life.

H e rose at five, very carefully perform ed his ablutions, and then offered a brief prayer to a being w hom  he called
ñPow erful G oodness.ò W hy he should have preferred that address to the m ore sim ple one of ñO ur H eavenly Father,ò w e
know  not. H e then laid out the business of the day, and for a short tim e directed his m ind to the especial virtue w hich he
intended that day and w eek to cherish.[18]



In the freshness of all his m orning energies he devoted him self to his books for an hour and a half. This brought him  to
breakfast-tim e. A t eight oôclock he com m enced w ork in his shop, to w hich he devoted him self assiduously until tw elve.
A n hour w as then allow ed for dinner and rest. A t one he returned to the arduous labors of his shop, labors w hich
engrossed all his energies, and continued the em ploym ent until six. H is dayôs hard w ork w as then ordinarily closed. H e
took his supper, received his friends, or m ore com m only read and studied until ten oôclock at night, w hen alm ost
invariably he retired to his bed.

H is m ind still for a tim e continued m uch interested in his plan for the church of the Free and Easy. W e find am ong his
papers that he decided that candidates for adm ission should, after a careful exam ination, to ascertain that their creed
w as, to have no creed, and that their faith w as, to abjure all faith, be subject to a probation of thirteen w eeks. It seem s
that no candidate ever applied for adm ission. There w ere no apostles to w ander abroad proclaim ing the new  gospel.
Increasing business absorbed Franklinôs tim e, and the new  church w as forgotten.

The sole m otive w hich Franklin urged to inspire to action, w as self-interest. ñY ou should be honest,ò he w ould say,
ñbecause it is politic. Y ou abstain from  vice for the sam e reason that you should not drink poison, for it w ill hurt you.ò In
the enforcem ent of these view s he w rites,

ñIt w as m y design to explain and enforce this doctrine, that vicious actions are not hurtful because
they are forbidden, but forbidden because they are hurtful. It w as, therefore, every oneôs interest to
be virtuous w ho w ished to be happy in this w orld. A nd I should from  this circum stance (there being
alw ays in the w orld a num ber of rich m erchants, nobility, states and princes, w ho have need of honest
instrum ents for the m anagem ent of their affairs, and such being so rare) have endeavored to convince
young persons that no qualities are so likely to m ake a poor m anôs fortune as those of probity and
integrity.ò

It m ay be doubted w hether such considerations ever m ade a truly good m an. V irtue m ust be loved for its ow n sake. V ice
m ust be deserted for its inherent baseness, even though it m ay bring a great rew ard.

Franklin, in the prosecution of his studies, devoted him self to French, Spanish, Italian, and even to Latin. In all these he
becam e a proficient. H is m ind w as w onderfully prom pt in the acquisition of know ledge. H e could hardly have devoted
him self m ore assiduously and successfully to these studies, had som e good angel w hispered in the ear of the young
printer the astounding intelligence, ñY ou are yet to be the am bassador of the U nited States to European courts. Y ou are to
appear in those glittering assem blages as the equal of the highest noble; and are to enjoy the hospitalities of kings and
queens. Fam iliarity w ith these languages, and the intellectual culture you are thus acquiring w ill be of m ore value to you
than m ines of gold.ò

This rem arkable m an prized all branches of know ledge; and seem ed to excel in all. H e devoted m uch attention to m usic.
W ith m uch skill he played upon the harp, the guitar, the violin, and the violincello.

In the year 1734, a young preacher by the nam e of H em phall cam e to Philadelphia from  England. H e w as deem ed by the
orthodox clergy, very heterodox in his opinions. Probably suspicions of his orthodoxy w ere enhanced from  the fact that
he brought high testim onials of eloquence from  several of the m ost prom inent deists and free-thinkers in England. H e
w as very fluent, at tim es very eloquent, and Franklin w as charm ed w ith the m an and his doctrines.

B oldly denouncing all creeds, and all religious faith, he announced it as his creed and his faith that piety consists in
conduct alone. C row ds flocked to hear him . O ne day, after preaching a very eloquent serm on, som e one discovered that
he had stolen that serm on from  D r. Jam es Foster, the m ost popular preacher in London. A n investigation took place, in
w hich he w as com pelled to acknow ledge that he had stolen every one of his serm ons. Franklin w rites,

ñThis detection gave m any of our party disgust, w ho accordingly abandoned his cause, and occasioned
our m ore speedy discom fiture in the synod. I stuck by him , how ever. I rather approved his giving us
good serm ons com posed by others, than bad ones of his ow n, though the latter w as the practice of our
com m on teachers.ò

H ad the young m an said frankly, ñI am  rehearsing to you the m ost eloquent serm ons of the m ost eloquent English
divines,ò no one could have found any fault. B ut for him  to assum e that the serm ons w ere his ow n, and that he personally
w as entitled to the credit of w hatever pow er they exhibited, w as certainly practicing deception. It w as a gross violation
of Franklinôs cardinal virtue of sincerity. It w as unw orthy of Franklin, in his charitable regard for the offender, to gloss



over the real crim inality of the offence.

A  year after Franklinôs m arriage, a son w as born to him , to w hom  he gave the nam e of Francis Folger Franklin. A ll
accounts agree in describing the child as endow ed w ith rem arkable beauty and intelligence. Probably Franklin never
loved any being as he loved that child. In the year 1736, w hen this w onderful boy w as but four years of age, he w as
seized w ith the sm all-pox and died. Even the philosophic Franklin w as alm ost crushed by the terrible calam ity. The
cheering view s of the C hristian faith could not sustain him . H e had no vivid conception of his cherub boy an angel in
H eaven aw aiting his fatherôs arrival. H e could only say that ñI am  inclined to believe that m y child has not passed aw ay
into utter annihilation; but w ho know s? M any of the w isest and best on earth utterly discard the idea of a future existence.
They deem  the thought the conceit of ignorance and fanaticism .ò

W e read the follow ing epitaph on his little grave-stone w ith m uch sym pathy for the bereaved father. H e could only w rite

Francis F.
Son of B enjam in and D eborah

Franklin.
D eceased N ovem ber 12, 1736,

A ged four years, one m onth and one day.
The delight of all w ho knew  him .

In the year 1739, Rev. G eorge W hitefield arrived in Philadelphia. It is rem arkable that a w arm  friendship should have
sprung up betw een m en so very diverse in character. B ut Franklin could not be insensible to the w onderful pow er of this
preacher, in prom oting public m orals, and in transform ing the w orst of m en into valuable citizens, faithfully perform ing
all the duties of life. It is surprising that this effect of the G ospel did not teach him  that C hristianity is the ñw isdom  of
G od, and the pow er of G od to salvation.ò Love w as em phatically the m essage w hich W hitefield, w ith tearful eyes and
throbbing heart, proclaim ed to the w icked and the sorrow ing. ñG od so loved the w orld, that he gave his only begotten
son that w hosoever believeth in him  should not perish but should have everlasting life.ò C hrist ñcam e not into the w orld
to condem n the w orld, but that the w orld through him  m ight be saved.ò

Such w ere the them es w hich this apostolic preacher unfolded, and w hich m oved hum an hearts, in these new  colonies as
seventeen hundred years ago they w ere m oved by the preaching of our Lord Jesus C hrist, and his disciple Paul, upon the
plains of A sia.

W hitefield taught that belief controlled conduct. A s a m an sincerely believes so w ill he act. Franklin, w ith his
accustom ed candor, in his A utobiography, w rote in the follow ing term s, the effects of the preaching of this rem arkable
reform er:

ñThe m ultitudes of all sects and denom inations that attended his serm ons w ere enorm ous. It w as
w onderful to see the change soon m ade in the m anners of our inhabitants. From  being thoughtless or
indifferent about religion, it seem ed as if all the w orld w ere grow ing religious; so that one could not
w alk through the tow n, in an evening, w ithout hearing psalm s sung in different fam ilies of every street.

ñM r. W hitefield, on leaving us, w ent preaching all the w ay through the colonies to G eorgia. The
settlem ent of that province had been lately begun; but instead of being m ade w ith hardy, industrious
husbandm en, accustom ed to labor, the only people fit for such an enterprise, it w as w ith fam ilies of
broken shop-keepers, and other insolvent debtors; m any of indolent and idle habits, taken out of the
jails w ho, being set dow n in the w oods, unqualified for clearing land, and unable to endure the
hardships of a new  settlem ent, perished in num bers, leaving m any helpless children unprovided for.

ñThe sight of their m iserable situation inspired the benevolent heart of M r. W hitefield w ith the idea of
building an O rphan H ouse there in w hich they m ight be supported and educated. Returning northw ard,
he preached up this charity, and m ade large collections.

ñI did not disapprove of the design; but as G eorgia w as then destitute of m aterials and w orkm en, and it
w as proposed to send them  from  Philadelphia at a great expense, I thought it w ould have been better to
have built the house at Philadelphia, and brought the children to it. This I advised. B ut he w as resolute
in his first project, rejected m y counsel, and I therefore refused to contribute.



ñI happened soon after to attend one of his serm ons, in the course of w hich I perceived he intended to
finish w ith a collection, and I silently resolved he should get nothing from  m e. I had in m y pocket a
handful of copper m oney, three or four silver dollars, and five pistoles in gold, (about tw enty-five
dollars). A s he proceeded I began to soften, and concluded to give the copper; another stroke of his
oratory m ade m e asham ed of that, and determ ined m e to give the silver; and he finished so adm irably
that I em ptied m y pockets w holly into the collectorôs dish, gold and all.

ñSom e of M r. W hitefieldôs enem ies affected to suppose that he w ould apply these collections to his
ow n private em olum ent. B ut I, w ho w as intim ately acquainted w ith him , being em ployed in printing his
serm ons and journals, never had the least suspicion of his integrity; but am  to this day decidedly of the
opinion, that he w as in all his conduct a perfectly honest m an; and m ethinks m y testim ony ought have
the m ore w eight, as w e had no religious connection. H e used, indeed, som etim es to pray for m y
conversion, but never had the satisfaction of believing that his prayers w ere heard. O urs w as a
friendship sincere on both sides, and lasted to his death.ò[19]

A t one tim e Franklin w rote to W hitefield, in B oston, inviting him , as he w as about to com e to Philadelphia, to m ake his
house his hom e. The devout preacher replied,

ñIf you m ake this offer for C hristôs sake you w ill not lose your rew ard.ò

Prom ptly the philosopher rejected any such m otive, and rejoined,

ñD o not be m istaken. It w as not for Christôs sake I invited you, but for your ow n sake.ò

In all the num erous letters, essays, and philosophical and religious disquisitions of Franklin, w e seldom , I think, find a
sentim ent indicative of any high appreciation of the character of Jesus Christ; or the debt of gratitude w e ow e to him ,
either for his teaching or for his exam ple. A s Franklin discarded all idea of the A tonem ent, he of course could not
express any gratitude for that w hich is, to the C hristian, the crow ning act even of divine love. This Saviour, to m illions
w ho cannot be counted, has proved, even if the com fort be a delusion, in tem ptation, disappointm ent, and death, m ore
precious than it is in the pow er of w ords to declare.

O ne article from  Franklinôs new spaper, published in the year 1740, gives an idea of the extraordinary interest w hich the
preaching of W hitefield excited.

ñO n Thursday last the R everend M r. W hitefield left this city, and w as accom panied to C hester by
about one hundred and fifty horse; and preached there to about seven thousand people. O n Friday he
preached tw ice at W illings Tow n to about five thousand. O n Saturday, at N ew castle, to about tw o
thousand five hundred; and the sam e evening at C hristiana B ridge to about three thousand; on Sunday at
W hite C lay C reek, he preached tw ice, resting about half an hour betw een the serm ons, to eight
thousand, of w hom  three thousand, it is com puted, cam e on horseback. It rained m ost of the tim e, and
yet they stood in the open air.ò

The keenness of the scrutiny w ith w hich Franklin w atched all the operations of nature, led him  to the discovery of the
before unknow n fact that the fierce north-east storm s w hich sw eep our A tlantic coast invariably begin in the south-w est,
and m ove backw ards, dim inishing in violence as they go. H e also, about this tim e, invented the Franklin stove, w hich in
the day w hen w ood w as the only fuel consum ed has invested so m any firesides w ith a rare aspect of cheerfulness. H e
w rote a very ingenious pam phlet, elucidating the philosophy of house-w arm ing.

There is great m oral pow er in prosperity, w hen w isely accepted and enjoyed. Franklin w as now  a prosperous m an. H is
incom e w as constantly increasing. H is virtues, and they w ere great ones, proved in all respects prom otive of his w orldly
w elfare. H is journal w as the leading paper, certainly in all that region, and had not its superior in any of the colonies.
H is renow ned alm anac, Poor R ichard, attained an unexam pled sale. The w ork executed in his printing office w as so
excellent as to bring in to him  m any orders even from  the other provinces. The various books and pam phlets he had
published had all been successful. Philadelphia had already becom e the chief tow n of the C olonies.

N otw ithstanding Franklinôs devotion to books, to business, and to philosophical research, he is represented to have been
at this tim e, a jovial m an, very fond of convivial gatherings. H e could not only w rite a good song, but he could sing it, to
the acceptance of his com panions. O ne of these songs entitled ñThe O ld M anôs W ishò he says he sang over a thousand



tim es. W e give the concluding stanza, illustrative of its general character.

ñW ith a courage undaunted, m ay I face the last day,
A nd w hen I am  gone m ay the better sort say,ð
In the m orning w hen sober, in the evening w hen m ellow ,
H e has gone and not left behind him  his fellow ,
For he governed his passions w ith absolute sw ay.ò

There w as, as usual, w ar in Europe. Enorm ous arm ies w ere burning cities and villages, drenching the tram pled harvest
fields w ith blood, and filling the hum ble ham lets of the poor w ith m isery. There w as every reason to fear that these
aw ful storm s, raised by the passions of depraved m en, w ould reach the peaceful shores of the D elaw are. Philadelphia
w as entirely undefended. It is said that there w as not an available cannon in Pennsylvania.

A  w ell-arm ed privateer could at any hour, seize and sack the city. Q uaker influence so far prevailed that the legislature
could not be induced to raise a battery, or purchase a gun. Franklin w rote a very pow erful pam phlet, called Plain Truth,
urging the necessity of adopting som e m easures of defence. H e show ed how  the colony could, at any tim e, be ravaged by
a few  vessels from  any European nation then in conflict w ith England. I give a few  extracts from  this adm irable
pam phlet:

ñO n the first alarm , terror w ill spread over all. M any w ill seek safety by flight. Those that are reputed
rich w ill flee, through fear of torture to m ake them  produce m ore than they are able. The m an that has a
w ife and children, w ill find them  hanging on his neck, beseeching him  to quit the city, and save his life.
A ll w ill run into confusion, am id cries and lam entations, and the hurry and disorder of departures. The
few  that rem ain, w ill be unable to resist.

ñSacking the city w ill be the first; and burning it, in all probability, the last act of the enem y. This I
believe w ill be the case, if you have tim ely notice. B ut w hat m ust be your condition, if suddenly
surprised w ithout previous alarm , perhaps in the night. C onfined to your houses, you w ill have nothing
to trust but the enem yôs m ercy. Y our best fortune w ill be to fall under the pow er of com m anders of
kingôs ships, able to control the m ariners, and not into the hands of licentious privateers.

ñW ho can w ithout the utm ost horror, conceive the m iseries of the latter w hen your persons, fortunes,
w ives and daughters, shall be subject to the w anton and unbridled rage, rapine, and lust, of negroes,
m ulattoes, and others, the vilest and m ost abandoned of m ankind?ò

This w arning effectually roused the com m unity. A  public m eeting w as sum m oned, in the im m ense building erected to
accom m odate the crow ds w ho flocked to hear W hitefield. H ere Franklin harangued the m ultitude. A n A ssociation of
D efence w as organized. Ten thousand persons enrolled their nam es. In a few  days nearly every m an in the province, w ho
w as not a Q uaker, had joined som e m ilitary organization. Each m an purchased for him self a w eapon, and w as learning
how  to use it.

Eighty com panies w ere organized and disciplined. The com panies in Philadelphia united in a regim ent, and chose
Franklin their colonel. W isely he declined the office, ñconceiving m yself unfit,ò he says. A  battery w as throw n up below
the tow n. Som e cannon w ere sent for from  B oston. Several eighteen-pounders w ere obtained in N ew  Y ork, and m ore
w ere ordered from  London. In m anning the battery, Franklin took his turn of duty as a com m on soldier.

There w as not a little opposition to these m easures, but still the strong current of popular opinion w as in their favor.
Even the young Q uakers, though anxious to avoid w ounding the feelings of their parents, secretly gave their influence to
these preparations of defence. The peace of A ix la C hapelle in 1748, term inated these alarm s. B ut the w isdom  and
energy w hich Franklin had displayed, caused him  to be regarded as the m ost prom inent m an in Pennsylvania. The m asses
of the people regarded him  w ith singular hom age and confidence.

In 1744, Franklin had a daughter born, to w hom  he gave the nam e of Sarah. H is m otherless son W illiam , w ho w as
destined to give his father great trouble, w as grow ing up, stout, idle, and intractable. Early in the w ar he had run aw ay,
and enlisted on board a privateer. W ith m uch difficulty his father rescued him  from  these engagem ents. Franklin w as
evidently em barrassed to know  w hat to do w ith the boy. H e allow ed him , w hen but sixteen years of age, to enlist as a
soldier in an expedition against C anada.



A bout this tim e Franklin w rote to his sister Jane, w hose son had also run aw ay to enlist as a privateer. H e w ished to
console her by the assurance that it w as not in consequence of unkind treatm ent, that the boys w ere induced thus to act.
H e w rote:

ñW hen boys see prizes brought in, and quantities of m oney shared am ong the m en, and their gay living,
it fills their heads w ith notions that half distract them ; and puts them  quite out of conceit w ith trades
and the dull w ays of getting m oney by w orking. M y only son left m y house unknow n to us all, and got
on board a privateer, from  w hence I fetched him . N o one im agined it w as hard usage at hom e that
m ade him  do this. Every one that know s m e thinks I am  too indulgent a parent, as w ell as m aster.ò

The father of B enjam in Franklin died in B oston, at the great age of eighty-nine years. H e had secured, in a very high
degree, the respect of the people, not only by his irreproachable m orals, but by his unfeigned piety. The B oston N ew s
Letter, of January 17, 1745, in the follow ing brief obituary, chronicles his death:

ñLast night died M r. Josiah Franklin, tallow  chandler, and soap m aker. B y the force of steady
tem perance he had m ade a constitution, none of the strongest, last w ith com fort to the age of eighty-nine
years. A nd by an entire dependence on his R edeem er, and a constant course of the strictest piety and
virtue, he w as enabled to die as he lived, w ith cheerfulness and peace, leaving a num erous posterity
the honor of being descended from  a person w ho, through a long life, supported the character of an
honest m an.ò

In the year 1743 Franklin drew  up a plan for an A cadem y in Philadelphia. In consequence of the troubled tim es the tract
w as not published until the year 1749. It w as entitled, ñProposals Relating to the Education of Y outh in Pennsylvania.ò
The suggestions he presented indicated a w ide acquaintance w ith the w ritings of the m ost em inent philosophers. H e
m arked out m inutely, and w ith great w isdom , the course of study to be pursued. It is pleasant to read the follow ing
statem ent, in this program m e. U rging the study of H istory, he w rites,

ñH istory w ill also afford frequent opportunities of show ing the necessity of a public religion, from  its
usefulness to the public; the advantages of a religious character am ong private persons; the m ischiefs
of superstition and the excellency of the Christian religion above all others, ancient and m odern.ò

Perhaps this tribute to the excellence of C hristianity ought in som e degree to m odify the im pression left upon the m ind, by
Franklinôs studious avoidal, in all his w ritings, of any allusion to the nam e of Jesus C hrist its founder.

Tw enty-five thousand dollars w ere speedily raised for this institution. A ll the religious sects harm oniously united. O ne
individual from  each sect w as appointed, to form  the corporate body intrusted w ith the funds. But alm ost the entire care
and trouble of rearing the building, and organizing the institution fell upon Franklin. H e w as found to be fully adequate to
all these responsibilities.



CHAPTER VII.

The Tradesman becomes a Philosopher.

Franklin appointed Indian com m issionerð Effects of R um ð Indian logicð A ccum ulating honorsð B enevolent
enterprisesð Franklinôs counsel to Tennentð Efforts for city im provem entð A necdotesð Franklin appointed
postm asterð R um ors of W arð England enlists the Six N ations in her causeð Franklin plans a C onfederacy
of Statesð Plans rejectedð Electrical experim entsð Franklinôs increase of incom eð Fearful experim entsð
The kiteð N ew  honorsð V iew s of the French philosopherð Franklinôs Religious view sð H is counsel to a
young pleaderð Post-office R eform s.

In the year 1740, Franklin, then forty-four years of age, w as appointed on a com m ission to form  a treaty w ith the Indians
at Carlisle. Franklin, know ing the frenzy to w hich the savages w ere plunged by intoxication, prom ised them  that, if they
w ould keep entirely sober until the treaty w as concluded, they should then have an am ple supply of rum . The agreem ent
w as m ade and faithfully kept.

ñThey then,ò w rites Franklin, ñclaim ed and received the rum . This w as in the afternoon. They w ere
near one hundred m en, w om en and children, and w ere lodged in tem porary cabins, built in the form  of
a square, just w ithout the tow n. In the evening, hearing a great noise am ong them , the com m issioners
w alked to see w hat w as the m atter.

ñW e found that they had m ade a great bonfire in the m iddle of the square; that they w ere all drunk, m en
and w om en quarreling and fighting. Their dark-colored bodies, half-naked, seen only by the gloom y
light of the bonfire, running after and beating one another w ith firebrands, accom panied by their horrid
yellings, form ed a scene the m ost resem bling our ideas of hell, that could w ell be im agined. There w as
no appeasing the tum ult, and w e returned to our lodgings. A t m idnight a num ber of them  cam e
thundering at our door dem anding m ore rum , of w hich w e took no notice.

ñThe next m orning they all seem ed very m uch asham ed of the disgraceful orgies in w hich they had
indulged. There w as a law  w ritten in their ow n hearts, w hich told them  that they had done w rong.
Three chiefs w ere appointed to call upon the com m issioners w ith an hum ble apology. W ith dow ncast
looks they confessed their fault, and then w ith logic w hich m ore intelligent m en som etim es use,
endeavored to throw  the blam e upon G od. In rem arkable speech one of them  said,

ñóThe G reat Spirit, w ho m ade all things, m ade everything for som e use. W hatever use he designed
anything for, that use it should be alw ays put to. N ow , w hen he m ade rum , he said, ñLet this be for the
Indians to get drunk w ith! and it m ust be so.òôò

The G overnor at this tim e appointed Franklin a Justice of Peace. Franklin says he w as m uch flattered by these
accum ulating honors. Soon he w as elected to a seat, as one of the Legislators in the A ssem bly. M ainly through his
influence, a hospital for the sick w as established in Philadelphia. Though the m easure encountered m uch opposition, he
carried it; and the institution proved of incalculable benefit.

The R ev. G ilbert Tennent solicited Franklinôs aid in raising m oney for building a M eeting H ouse. A s Franklin had been
so continually engaged in asking for m oney for various objects of benevolence, he w as afraid he should becom e
obnoxious to his fellow -citizens, and declined. M r. Tennent then requested him  to give him  a list of the nam es of those
influential persons upon w hom  it w ould be w ell for him  to call. Every C hristian m inister w ho reads this, w ill appreciate
the nature of his em barrassm ent. Franklin says that he thought it w ould be unbecom ing in him , after having em ptied the
purses of his friends, to send other beggars to them , w ith renew ed im portunities. This request he therefore declined. M r.
Tennent then urged him  to give him  som e advice. Franklin replied,

ñThat I w ill w illingly do. In the first place, I advise you to apply to all those w ho you know  w ill do som ething; next, to
those w ho you are uncertain w hether they w ill give anything or not, and show  them  the list of those w ho have given; and
lastly, do not neglect those w ho you are sure w ill give nothing, for in som e of them  you m ay be m istaken.ò

M r. Tennent laughed heartily, and declared that he w ould rigorously follow  out this advice. H e did so. H is success w as
w onderful; a m uch larger sum  w as raised than he had anticipated, and soon a capacious and beautiful M eeting H ouse



rose in A rch street.

The streets of Philadelphia, though laid out w ith great regularity, w ere unpaved, and in w et w eather w ere alm ost
im passable quagm ires. Franklin, by talking w ith his friends, and by urging the subject in his paper, at length succeeded in
having a sidew alk paved w ith stone, upon one of the m ost im portant streets. It gave great satisfaction, but the rest of the
street not being paved, the m ud w as throw n by passing carriages upon it, and as the city em ployed no street cleaners, the
sidew alk soon ceased to afford a clean passage to pedestrians.

Franklin found an industrious m an w ho w as w illing to sw eep the pavem ent tw ice a w eek, carrying off the dirt from
before all the doors, for the sum  of sixpence a m onth, to be paid by each house.

The philosophic Franklin then, having started this enterprise, printed on a sheet of paper the great advantages of keeping
the sidew alk clean, and sent one of these papers to each house. H e urged that m uch of the soiling of the interior of the
houses w ould thus be avoided, that an attractive sidew alk w ould lure passengers to the shops; and that, in w indy
w eather, their goods w ould be preserved from  the dust.

A fter a few  days he called, in person, at each house and shop to see w ho w ould subscribe sixpence a m onth. It w as a
great success. The cleanliness of the pavem ent in the im portant streets surrounding the m arket, greatly delighted the
people, and prepared the w ay for carrying a bill w hich Franklin presented to the A ssem bly for paving and lighting all the
im portant streets of the city.

A  gentlem an, by the nam e of John C lifton, had placed a lam p before his door. This suggested the idea. Lam ps w ere sent
for from  London. G lobes w ere furnished. They w ere expensive. The sm oke circulated in the globe and obstructed the
light. They had to be w iped clean each day. A n accidental stroke dem olished the w hole globe. Franklin suggested four
flat panes. O ne m ight be broken, and easily replaced. C revices w ere left below  to adm it a current of air, and a funnel to
draw  off the sm oke. Thus for a long tim e the glass rem ained undim m ed.

W herever Franklin w ent, he carried w ith him  this spirit of im provem ent. W hen in London, he found the streets
w retchedly dirty. O ne m orning he found a poor w om an at his door in C raven street, sw eeping the sidew alk w ith a
w retched broom . H er pallid and exhausted appearance touched the sym pathies of Franklin. H e asked w ho em ployed her.
She replied:

ñN obody. I am  poor and in distress. I sw eeps before gentlefolksôs doors, and hopes they w ill give m e som ething.ò

Franklin im m ediately engaged her to sw eep the w hole street. It w as nine oôclock in the m orning. She w as so languid and
debilitated that he thought it w ould take her nearly all day. B ut in three hours she cam e for her shilling. Franklin thought
she could not have done her w ork faithfully. H e sent his servant to exam ine. H e reported that the w ork w as thoroughly
done. A  new  problem  rose before Franklin: If this feeble w om an could in so short a tim e sw eep such a street, a strong
m an, w ith a suitable broom , could certainly do it in half of the tim e. H e therefore drew  up a plan for cleaning the streets
of London and W estm inster, w hich w as placed in the hands of one of the m ost influential of the public-spirited m en of
London.

Franklin apologizes for speaking in his autobiography of such trifles. V ery truly, he says,

ñH um an felicity is produced not so m uch by great pieces of good fortune that seldom  happen, as by
little advantages that occur every day. Thus if you teach a poor young m an to shave him self and keep
his razor in order, you m ay contribute m ore to the happiness of his life than in giving him  a thousand
guineas. This sum  m ay be soon spent, the regret only rem aining of having foolishly consum ed it. B ut in
the other case, he escapes the frequent vexation of w aiting for barbers, and of their som etim es dirty
fingers, offensive breath, and dull razors. H e shaves w hen m ost convenient to him , and enjoys daily the
pleasure of its being done w ith a good instrum ent.ò

N early all the im portant offices in the colonies w ere filled by appointm ents from  the B ritish C row n. For som e tim e,
Franklin had been em ployed as an assistant to the Postm aster G eneral, in sim plifying and bringing regularity into his
accounts. U pon the death of the A m erican Postm aster, Franklin, in 1753, w as appointed jointly w ith Sir W illiam  H unter
to succeed him . The appointm ent w as m ade by the Postm aster G eneral in England.

The post-office departm ent had scarcely been self-supporting. It had never paid anything to the crow n. The salary



offered to the tw o postm asters w as three thousand dollars a year each, if they could save that sum  from  the profits of the
office. Franklin w rites,

ñTo do this a variety of im provem ents w as necessary. Som e of these w ere inevitably, at first,
expensive; so that in the first four years, the office becam e above nine hundred pounds in debt to us.
B ut it soon after began to repay us. A nd before I w as displaced by a freak of the m inisters, of w hich I
shall hereafter speak, w e had brought it to yield three tim es as m uch clear revenue to the crow n as the
post-office of Ireland. Since that im prudent transaction, they have received from  it not one farthing.ò

A gain there w ere m enaces of w ar, insane and dem oniac, to fill the w orld w ith tears and w oe. A s w e read the record of
these horrid outrages w hich through all the centuries have desolated this globe, it w ould seem  that there m ust be a vein of
insanity as w ell as of depravity, in the heart of fallen m an. England and France w ere again m arshaling their arm ies, and
accum ulating their fleets, for the terrible conflict.

It w as certain that France, in C anada, and England, in her colonies, could not live in peace here, w hile the volcanic
throes of w ar w ere shaking the island of G reat B ritain, and the C ontinent of Europe.

In the heart of N ew  Y ork, then alm ost an unbroken w ilderness, there w ere six exceedingly fierce and w ar-like tribes
called the Six N ations. Like the w olves they delighted in w ar. The greatness of a m an depended on the num ber of scalps
w ith w hich he could fringe his dress. These savage w arriors w ere ready and eager to engage as the allies of those w ho
w ould pay them  the highest price. M ercy w as an attribute of w hich they knew  not even the nam e.

It w as not doubted that France w ould im m ediately send her em issaries from  C anada to enlist these savages on her side.
A w ful w ould be the w oes w ith w hich these dem oniac m en could sw eep our defenceless frontiers; w ith the tom ahaw k
and the scalping knife, exterm inating fam ilies, burning villages, and loading their pack-horses w ith plunder. To forestall
the French, and to turn these w oes from  our ow n frontier to the hum ble hom es of the C anadian em igrants, the English
governm ent appointed a com m issioner to visit the chiefs of these tribes in the year 1754.

The all im portant council w as to be held in A lbany. G overnor H am ilton appointed four com m issioners, of w hom
Franklin w as one, to act in behalf of Pennsylvania. They w ere furnished w ith rich gifts w ith w hich to purchase the favor
of the Indians. It w as a long and tedious journey from  Philadelphia to A lbany.

Franklin, on this journey, w as deeply im pressed w ith the im portance of a union of the colonies for self-defence. H e
therefore drew  up a plan for such union. Several gentlem en of the highest intelligence in N ew  Y ork, having exam ined it,
gave it their cordial approval. H e accordingly laid it before C ongress.

There w ere several other persons in other colonies w ho w ere im pressed as deeply as Franklin w ith a sense of the
im portance of such a confederacy, and they also sent in their suggestions.

C ongress appointed a com m ittee of one from  each province, to consider the several plans. The com m ittee approved of
Franklinôs plan, and reported accordingly. W hile the com m issioners w ere conferring w ith the Indians in A lbany,
C ongress w as engaged in discussing the plans of a confederacy. Franklinôs plan w as finally rejected. It did not m eet the
view s either of the A ssem bly, or of the B ritish C ourt. A nd here w e see, perhaps the germ s of the great conflict w hich
soon culm inated in the cruel w ar of the R evolution.

The A ssem bly objected to the plan as too aristocratic, conferring too m uch pow er upon the crow n. The court
em phatically rejected it as too dem ocratic, investing the people w ith too m uch pow er. Franklin ever affirm ed that his
plan w as the true m edium . Even the royalist governor of Pennsylvania w arm ly com m ended the com prom ise he urged.

In visiting B oston he w as show n an electric tube, recently sent from  England. W ith this tube som e very surprising
electrical experim ents w ere perform ed, ushering in a new  science, of w hich then but very little w as know n. Franklin
becam e intensely interested in the subject. U pon his return to Philadelphia, he devoted him self, w ith great assiduity, to
experim enting w ith electric tubes. A t this tim e he w rote to a friend,

ñI never w as before engaged in any study that so totally engrossed m y attention and m y tim e, as this has
lately done; for w hat w ith m aking experim ents w hen I can be alone, and repeating them  to m y friends
and acquaintances, w ho, from  the novelty of the thing, com e continually in crow ds to see them , I have
little leisure for anything else.ò



This w as during the w inter of 1746-7. Franklin suggested that the electricity w as collected, not created by friction. H e
also propounded the theory of positive and negative electricity. H e w as, at this tim e, com paratively a w ealthy m an, and
consequently could afford to devote his tim e to philosophical investigation. It is estim ated that his incom e, from  his
estates, am ounted to about seven hundred pounds a year; this w as equal to about six or seven thousand dollars at the
present tim e. M r. Parton w rites,

ñB esides this independence, Franklin w as the holder of tw o offices, w orth together perhaps one
hundred and fifty pounds a year. H is business, then m ore flourishing than ever, produced an annual
profit, as before com puted, of tw o thousand pounds; bringing up his incom e to the troublesom e and
absurd am ount of nearly three thousand pounds; three tim es the revenue of a colonial governor.ò

U nder these prosperous circum stances, Franklin w ithdrew  from  active business, becam e a silent partner in the firm , and
devoted nearly all his tim e to the new  science. H e w rote, in the autum n of 1748, to his friend C adw allader Colden of
N ew  Y ork,

ñI have rem oved to a m ore quiet part of the tow n, w here I am  settling m y old accounts, and hope soon
to be quite m aster of m y ow n tim e, and no longer, as the song has it, óat every oneôs call but m y ow n.ô

ñThus you see I am  in a fair w ay of having no other tasks than such as I shall like to give m yself, and of
enjoying w hat I look upon as a great happiness, leisure to read, study, m ake experim ents, and converse
at large w ith such ingenious and w orthy m en, as are pleased to honor m e w ith their friendship or
acquaintance, on such points as m ay produce som ething for the com m on benefit of m ankind,
uninterrupted by the cares and fatigues of business.ò

H e w rote a treatise upon thundergusts, w hich displayed w onderful sagacity, and w hich arrested the attention of nearly all
the philosophers in Europe and A m erica. The all-im portant topics of this exceedingly im portant docum ent, w ere the
pow er of points to draw  off electricity, and also the sim ilarity of electricity and lightning. H e therefore urged that
m etallic rods m ight be attached to buildings and ships, w hich, pushing their needle points above roofs and m asts, m ight
draw  the electric fire harm lessly from  the clouds. H e confesses that he cannot im agine w hy the points should possess this
curious pow er, but urges that facts seem  to dem onstrate it.

O ne day, for the entertainm ent of his friends, he had m ade arrangem ents to kill a turkey w ith an electric shock. Tw o large
jars w ere heavily charged. Incautiously m anipulating, he took the shock him self. In the follow ing language, he describes
the effect:

ñThe flash w as very great, and the crack w as as loud as a pistol; yet m y senses being instantly gone, I
neither saw  the one nor heard the other; nor did I feel the stroke on m y hand, though I afterw ards found
it raised a round sw elling w here the fire entered, as big as half a pistol bullet.

ñI then felt w hat I know  not w ell how  to describe, a universal blow  throughout m y w hole body from
head to foot, w hich seem ed w ithin as w ell as w ithout; after w hich the first thing I took notice of w as a
violent, quick shaking of m y body, w hich gradually rem itting, m y sense as gradually returned, and then,
I thought the bottle m ust be discharged, but could not conceive how , till at last I perceived the chain in
m y hand, and recollected w hat I had been about to do.

ñThat part of m y hand and fingers w hich held the chain, w as left w hite as though the blood had been
driven out; and rem ained so eight or ten m inutes after, feeling like dead flesh; and I had num bness in
m y arm s and the back of m y neck w hich continued to the next m orning, but w ore off.ò

Franklin w as m uch m ortified at his aw kw ardness in this experim ent. H e declared it to be a notorious blunder, and
com pared it w ith the folly of the Irishm an, w ho w ishing to steal som e gun-pow der, bored a hole through the cask w ith
red hot iron. B ut notw ithstanding this w arning, not long afterw ards, in endeavoring to give a shock to a paralytic patient,
he received the w hole charge him self, and w as knocked flat and senseless on the floor.

In the spring of 1752, Franklin tried his w orld renow ned experim ent w ith the kite. A  June thunder cloud w as rising in all
its m ajesty. Franklin, accom panied by his son, repaired to a field secretly, being afraid of the ridicule of the people.
H ere he raised the kite, m ade of a large silk handkerchief. The top of the perpendicular stick w as pointed w ith a sharp
m etallic rod. The string w as hem p w ith the exception of the part held in the hand, w hich w as silk; at the end of the



hem pen string a com m on key w as suspended. W ith intense anxiety and no slight apprehension of danger, he held the line.
Soon he observed the fibres of the hem pen string to rise and separate them selves, as w as the case of the hair on the head,
w hen any one w as placed on an insulating stool. H e applied his knuckle to the key, and received an unm istakable spark.
A s the story is generally told, w ith occasionally slight contradictions, he applied his knuckle again and again to the key
w ith a sim ilar result. H e charged a Leyden jar w ith the fluid and both he and his son took a shock. H e then drew  in his
kite, packed up his apparatus and returned to his laboratory probably the m ost exultant and happy m an in this w ide
w orld.

M ost of the English and m any of the French philosophers w ere very unw illing to believe that an obscure A m erican, in
w hat they deem ed the savage and uncultivated w ilds of the N ew  W orld, w as outstripping them  in philosophical research.
They w ere unw illing to acknow ledge the reality of his experim ents; but in France, w here an A m erican w ould receive
m ore im partial treatm ent, three of the m ost em inent philosophers, C ount de B uffon, M . D alibard and M . de Lor, at
different places, raised the apparatus Franklin had recom m ended to draw  electricity from  the clouds. Their success w as
unm istakable; the results of these experim ents w ere proclaim ed throughout Europe.

Franklin had now  obtained renow n. N o one could deny that he m erited a high position am ong the m ost em inent
philosophers. The experim ents he had suggested w ere tried by scientists in the philosophical circles of every country in
Europe.

B oth Y ale and H arvard, in this country, conferred upon him  the honorary degree of M aster of A rts, and the R oyal
Society, in Europe, by a unanim ous vote, elected him  a m em ber, rem itting the usual initiation fee of five guineas, and the
annual charge of tw o and a half guineas. The next year this Society conferred upon him  the Copley m edal.

For seven years Franklin continued to devote him self alm ost exclusively to this science, and he becam e, w ithout doubt,
the m ost accom plished electrician in the w orld. A t the sam e tim e his m ind w as ever active in devising new  schem es for
the w elfare of hum anity. The m ost trivial events w ould often suggest to him  m easures conducive to the m ost beneficial
results. It is said that Franklin saw  one day in a ditch the fragm ents of a basket of yellow  w illow , in w hich som e foreign
com m odity had been im ported to this country. O ne of the tw igs had sprouted. H e planted it; and it becam e the parent of
all the yellow  w illow s in our country.

Franklin w as best loved w here he w as best know n. A nd this w as right; for he w as ever conferring deeds of kindness
upon his neighbors. H is religious view s excited sorrow  am ong his C hristian friends. O thers, com posing perhaps a
m ajority, cared nothing about w hat he believed. In conversation he ever frankly avow ed him self a deist, though generally
he m ade no attem pt to convert others to his view s. It is not im probable that he w as in som e degree influenced by the
beneficial effect produced upon the popular m ind by the preaching of his friend M r. W hitefield.

The w riter w as once, in Paris, conversing w ith one of the m ost illustrious of the French philosophers. H e said to the
philosopher, ñI am  m uch interested to ascertain the view s of gentlem en of your intellectual position respecting the
C hristian religion.ò H e w ith perfect frankness replied, ñI think that there are no m en of high culture in France, w ith a few
exceptions, w ho believe in the divine origin of C hristianity. B ut there is no philanthropist w ho w ill say so. W e have
been taught, by the horrors of the French R evolution, that the m asses of the people can only be restrained from  violence
by the superstitious restraints w hich Christianity presents. W e therefore think that every m an, w ho is a gentlem an, w ill
do w hat he can to sustain the church and the clergy. M en of culture and refinem ent, are governed by principles of honor,
and they do not need the superstitious m otives of C hristianity to influence them .ò

I m ay rem ark, in passing, that this gentlem anly philosopher had abandoned his ow n w ife, and w as then living w ith the
w ife of another m an. It is not im probable that Franklin, as he looked upon the tum ultuous and passion-tossed young m en
of Philadelphia, did not deem  it expedient to say to them ,

ñThe B ible is a fable. The Sabbath is no m ore sacred than any other day. The church is m erely a hum an club w ithout any
divine authority. M arriage is an institution w hich is not founded upon any decree w hich G od has issued, but one of the
expediency of w hich each individual m ust judge for him self. The Sacram ents of B aptism , and the Lordôs Supper, are
m ere hum an contrivances. The preaching of the G ospel had better be laid aside for literary and scientific disquisitions.ò

W ith the eye of a benevolent philosopher, Franklin, as w e have seen, had w atched the effect of the preaching of M r.
W hitefield, and had candidly acknow ledged its pow er in reform ing society. It is im probable that, in his heart, he felt that
the preaching of pure deism  could ever secure such results. In 1753 he w rote to M r. W hitefield, in reply to a



com m unication from  him  upon the C hristian faith:

ñThe faith you m ention certainly has its use in the w orld. I do not desire to see it dim inished, nor
w ould I endeavor to lessen it in any m an.ò

Franklin had resolved to decline all office, that he m ight devote him self to his studies. B ut his reputation for w isdom  w as
such, that he found it very difficult to persevere in this plan. M enaces of w ar w ere continually arising. The m ajority of
the m em bers, in the A ssem bly, w ere Q uakers. It w as a sm all body consisting of but forty delegates. The Q uakers
opposed every m easure for public defence. Franklin, as w e have m entioned, becam e a Justice of the Peace. Soon after he
w as an A lderm an, and then he took his seat in the G eneral A ssem bly.

ñI w as a bad speaker,ò he w rites, ñnever eloquent; subject to m uch hesitation in the choice of w ords; and yet I generally
carried m y point.ò

H e adds, in language w hich every young m an should treasure up in his m em ory, ñI retained the habit of expressing m yself
in term s of m odest diffidence; never using, w hen I advanced anything that m ight possibly be disputed, the w ords,
certainly, undoubtedly, or any others that give the air of positiveness to an opinion; but rather, I conceive, or apprehend
a thing to be so and so. It appears to m e, or, I should not think it so for such and such reasons, or, I im agine it to be
so, or, It is so if I am  not m istaken. This habit, I believe, has been of great advantage to m e w hen I have had occasion to
inculcate m y opinions; and to persuade m en into m easures that I have been from  tim e to tim e proposing.ò

W hen Franklin assum ed the charge of the post-office, the departm ent w as in a feeble and peculiar condition. A s late as
the year 1757, the m ail-bag in V irginia w as passed from  planter to planter. Each one w as required to forw ard it
prom ptly, under the penalty of forfeiting a hogshead of tobacco. Every m an took, from  the bag, w hat belonged to his
fam ily, and sent on the rest. The line of post-offices then extended from  B oston, M ass., to C harleston, S. C . It w as tw enty
years after this, before any governm ental m ail penetrated the interior.

In the year 1753, Franklin visited every post-office excepting that of C harleston. H is w isdom  introduced reform s, som e
of w hich have continued to the present day. A  new spaper w as charged nine pence a year, for a distance of fifty m iles,
and eighteen pence for one hundred m iles or m ore. In the large tow ns a penny post w as established, and all letters left
rem aining in the office w ere advertised.

A  m ail w as conveyed from  Philadelphia to N ew  Y ork once a w eek in sum m er, and once in tw o w eeks in w inter.
Franklin started a m ail to leave each of these cities three tim es a w eek in sum m er, and tw ice in w inter. It generally
required six w eeks to obtain an answ er from  a letter sent to B oston. M ost of the roads, into the interior, consisted of
narrow  passages, cut through the forest, called B ridle Paths, because the pack horses w ere led through them , in single
file by the bridle.



CHAPTER VIII.

The Rising Storms of W ar.

A ristocracyð A necdoteð C onflicting law s of N ationsð Franklinôs schem e of colonizationð Proposal of the
British C ourtð The foresight of Franklinð B raddockôs cam paignð R em onstrances of Franklin and
W ashingtonð Franklinôs interview s w ith B raddockð Franklinôs efficiencyð Confidence of B raddockð The
conflict w ith the Proprietariesð The non-resistant Q uakersð Fate of the M oravian villagesð The w inter
cam paignð The cam p of G audenhuttonð A necdoteð R enew al of the strife w ith the Proprietariesð Franklin
recalled to assist the A ssem blyð D estruction of the Fortð C laim  of the Proprietariesð The great
controversy.

W ith increasing w ealth the spirit of aristocratic exclusiveness gained strength in the higher circles of Philadelphia. Som e
of the m ore opulent fam ilies planned for a series of dancing entertainm ents during the w inter. It w as proposed am ong
other rules that no m echanic, or m echanicôs w ife or daughter, should be invited. The rules w ere show n to Franklin. H e
glanced his eye over them  and pithily rem arked,

ñW hy these rules w ould exclude G od A lm ighty!ò

ñH ow  so?ò inquired the m anager.

ñB ecause,ò Franklin replied, ñthe A lm ighty, as all know , is the greatest m echanic in the universe. In six days he m ade all
things.ò The obnoxious article w as stricken out.

The follow ing incident, narrated by Franklin, illustrates a very im portant principle in political econom y, w hich those are
apt to ignore, w ho denounce all the elegancies and luxuries of life.

M rs. Franklin received som e sm all favor from  the captain of a little coaster, w hich ran betw een C ape M ay and
Philadelphia. H e declined to receive any rem uneration for his trifling services. M rs. Franklin, learning that he had a
pretty daughter, sent her a new -fashioned Philadelphia cap or bonnet. Three years after, the captain called again at the
house of M r. Franklin. A  very plain but intelligent farm er accom panied him . The captain expressed his thanks to M rs.
Franklin for the gift she had sent his daughter, and rather discourteously added,

ñB ut it proved a dear cap to our congregation. W hen m y daughter appeared w ith it at m eeting, it w as so m uch adm ired
that all the girls resolved to get such caps from  Philadelphia. A nd m y w ife and I com puted that the w hole could not have
cost less than a hundred pounds.ò

The farm er, w ith far higher intelligence, said, ñThis is true; but you do not tell the w hole story. I think the cap w as
nevertheless an advantage to us. It w as the first thing that put our girls upon knitting w orsted m ittens, for sale at
Philadelphia, that they m ight have w herew ithal to buy caps and ribbons there. A nd you know  that that industry has
continued and is likely to continue and increase, to a m uch greater value, and answ er better purposes.ò

ñThus by a profitable exchange, the industrious girls at C ape M ay had pretty bonnets, and the girls at Philadelphia had
w arm  m ittens.ò

For seventy-five years it had been the constant design of the B ritish governm ent to drive the French from  N orth A m erica.
England claim ed the w hole country, from  the A tlantic to the Pacific, because her ships had first sailed along the A tlantic
coast. It w as one of the recognized law s of nations that a new ly discovered region belonged to the nation w ho had first
raised upon it its flag.

France, adm itting the claim  of England to the A tlantic coast, asserted her right to the great valleys of the interior, those of
the O hio and the M ississippi, because her boatm en had first discovered those m agnificent rivers, had explored them
throughout, and had established upon them  her trading and m ilitary posts. It w as a recognized law  of nations, that the
pow er w hich discovered, explored, and took possession of a new  river, w as the rightful possessor of the valley w hich
that river w atered. Thus the conflict of claim s originated.

To add to the intensity of the insane strife, w hich caused an am ount of blood and m isery w hich no tongue can tell,
religious bitterness w as aroused, and the French Rom an C atholic w as arrayed against the British Protestant.



Three w ars, bloody and w oful, had already ravaged this continent. W e have before alluded to the m enace of a new  w ar
in the year 1754, and to Franklinôs m ission to A lbany to enlist the chiefs of the Six N ations to becom e allies of the
English. W e have also alluded to the plan, w hich Franklin drew  up on this journey, for the union of the colonies, and
w hich w as rejected. The w isdom  of this plan w as, how ever, subsequently developed by the fact that it w as rem arkably
like that by w hich eventually the colonies w ere bound together as a nation.

A ssum ing that the English w ere right in their claim  for the w hole continent, Franklin urged the em inently w ise m easure of
establishing strong colonies, in villages of a hundred fam ilies each, on the luxuriant banks of the w estern rivers. But the
haughty B ritish governm ent w ould receive no instructions from  A m erican provincials.

G overnor Shirley, of B oston, show ed M r. Franklin a plan, draw n up in England, for conducting the w ar. It developed
consum m ate ignorance of the difficulties of carrying on w ar in the pathless w ilderness; and also a great disregard of the
political rights of the A m erican citizens. A ccording to this docum ent, the British court w as to originate and execute all
the m easures for the conduct of the w ar; and the B ritish Parliam ent w as to assess w hatever tax it deem ed expedient upon
the A m erican people to defray the expenses. The A m ericans w ere to have no representation in Parliam ent, and no voice
w hatever in deciding upon the sum  w hich they w ere to pay.

Franklin exam ined the docum ent carefully, and returned it w ith his w ritten objections. In this rem arkable paper, he
anticipated the argum ents w hich our m ost distinguished statesm en and logicians urged against the Stam p A ctð against
Taxation w ithout R epresentation. A  brief extract from  this im portant paper, w ill give the reader som e idea of its
character:

ñThe colonists are Englishm en. The accident of living in a colony deprives them  of no right secured by
M agna C harta. The people in the colonies, w ho are to feel the im m ediate m ischiefs of invasion and
conquest by an enem y, in the loss of their estates, lives and liberties, are likely to be better judges of
the quantity of forces necessary to be raised and m aintained, and supported, and of their ow n ability to
bear the expense, than the Parliam ent of England, at so great a distance. C om pelling the colonists to
pay m oney w ithout their consent, w ould be rather like raising contributions in an enem yôs country, than
taxing of Englishm en for their ow n public benefit. It w ould be treating them  as a conquered people,
and not as true B ritish subjects.ò

A t length the brave, but self-conceited and haughty G eneral B raddock cam e w ith his arm y of B ritish Regulars.
Frenchm en, Indians, and A m ericans, he alike regarded w ith contem pt. H is troops w ere rendezvoused at Fredericktow n,
in M aryland. A  bridle path led through the w ilderness to this place, from  Philadelphia, a distance of a hundred and
tw enty m iles.

Intelligent A m erican gentlem en w ere m uch alarm ed, by the reckless and perilous m easures w hich the ignorant British
general declared his intention to pursue. H e becam e very angry w ith Pennsylvanians, because they w ere so unw illing to
fall in w ith his plans. It w as said that, in his anger, he m anifested m ore desire to ravage Pennsylvania than to defeat the
French.

The A ssem bly at Philadelphia appointed a com m ission, consisting of B enjam in Franklin and his son, a resolute,
insubordinate m an of thirty years, and of the G overnors of N ew  Y ork and M assachusetts, to visit the arrogant British
officer, and to endeavor, in som e w ay, to influence him  to w iser m easures. It w as the m iddle of A pril, a beautiful season
in that clim ate, of sw elling buds, and opening leaves.

Each of the four gentlem en w as attended by servants, as w as custom ary in those days. They w ere all finely m ounted.
Joyfully they rode along, seeking entertainm ent each night at the residence of som e planter. A  courier w as alw ays sent
forw ard to announce their com ing, and the planter, accom panied by one or tw o of his servants, w ould generally ride
forw ard a few  m iles to m eet them , and escort them  to his hospitable hom e.

Franklin w as received by G en. B raddock w ith the condescension w ith w hich, in that day, English gentlem en w ere ever
accustom ed to regard A m ericans of w hatever nam e or note. The little arm y, w hich w as to m arch upon Fort D uquesne,
w as to traverse the dreary and pathless ridges and ravines of the A lleghany m ountains, and force their w ay through a
tangled w ilderness, for a distance of several hundred m iles. D uring all this m arch they w ere hourly exposed to be
attacked by an overpow ering force of French and Indians. The French could easily descend to the O hio, in their boats
from  C anada, and nearly all the Indians of this vast interior, w ere in alliance w ith them .



B raddock insisted upon encum bering his m arch w ith heavily laden w agons, w hich w ere to penetrate savage regions
through w hich he m ust, every m ile, construct his road. There w as a young A m erican in the cam p by the nam e of G eorge
W ashington. H e w as a m an of the highest rank, and of com m anding influence, having obtained m uch experience in Indian
w arfare. M odestly, but w arm ly, he rem onstrated against this folly. H e not only feared, but w as fully assured that such a
m easure w ould lead to the inevitable destruction of the arm y. H e urged that pack horses only should be em ployed, and as
few  of them  as possible; and that thus they should hurry along as rapidly and in as com pact a m ass as they could.

B ut B raddock w as inexorable. H e dem anded his tw o hundred and fifty w agons, and a large train of pack horses, to be
laden w ith sum ptuous provisions for his officers. The farm ers of M aryland and V irginia w ere reluctant to expose the few
w agons and team s they had, to such inevitable destruction. N either had they any confidence that the B ritish G overnm ent
w ould ever rem unerate them  in case of their loss.

Four-w heeled vehicles w ere very scarce in the colonies. There w ere m any people w ho had never seen one. The general,
after exhausting all his efforts, could obtain but tw enty-four. O ne day as he w as giving vent to his indignation, Franklin
suggested that it w ould probably be m uch m ore easy to obtain w agons in the m ore densely settled parts of Pennsylvania.
B raddock im m ediately urged him  to undertake the enterprise. U nw isely, w e think, he consented. W ith his son he hastened
to Pennsylvania, and selected Lancaster, Y ork, and C arlisle as his centres of operation.

W hatever Franklin undertook, he w as pretty sure to accom plish. In tw enty days he obtained one hundred and fifty four-
horse w agons, and tw o hundred and fifty-nine pack-horses. H e did not accom plish this feat how ever, until he had
exhausted all the m oney w hich B raddock had furnished him , had spent over a thousand dollars of his ow n m oney, and
had given bonds for the safe return of horses and w agons, w hose m oney value w as estim ated at one hundred thousand
dollars.

B raddock w as lavish in his com plim ents. Franklin dined w ith him  daily. The idea seem ed never to have entered
B raddockôs m ind that B ritish R egulars, under his com m and, could ever be seriously annoyed by bands of French and
Indians. H e said one day,

ñA fter taking Fort D uquesne, I shall go to N iagara. H aving taken that, if the season w ill perm it, I shall proceed to Fort
Frontenac. Fort D uquesne can hardly detain m e m ore than three or four days.ò

Franklin, w ho w as w ell aw are that B raddock w as entering upon a far m ore form idable cam paign than he anticipated,
ventured very m odestly to suggest,

ñTo be sure, sir, if you arrive w ell before D uquesne w ith the fine troops so w ell provided w ith artillery, the fort, though
com pletely fortified, and assisted w ith a very strong garrison, can probably m ake but a short resistance. The only danger
I apprehend of obstruction to your m arch, is of am buscades of the Indians, w ho, by constant practice, are dexterous in
laying and executing them . A nd the slender line, near four m iles long, w hich your arm y m ust m ake, m ay expose it to be
attacked by surprise in its flanks, and to be cut like a thread into several pieces, w hich, from  their distance, cannot com e
up in tim e to support each other.ò

B raddock sm iled derisively, at this ignorance of a benighted A m erican. ñThese savages m ay indeed,ò he said, ñbe a
form idable enem y to your raw  A m erican m ilitia. B ut upon the kingôs regular and disciplined troops, it is im possible that
they should m ake any im pression.ò

C olonel W ashington regarded the w agons, and the long array of pack-horses, as so m any nuisances, arresting the rapidity
of their m arch, and inviting attacks w hich it w ould be im possible to repel. A t length the arm y w as in m otion. The
progress w as very slow . Franklin w as continually forw arding supplies; and even advanced betw een six and seven
thousand dollars, from  his ow n purse, to expedite purchases. A  part of this he never received back.

The attack upon B raddockôs arm y, and its terrible defeat soon cam e. A  m inute account of the conflict is given in the Life
of G eorge W ashington, one of the volum es of this series. The team sters cut the traces of their horses, m ounted the
sw iftest, and, in the frenzy of their panic, rushed for hom e. The other horses and the w agons, w ith their abounding
supplies, w ere left to m agnify the trium ph of the exultant Indians. D isastrous as w as the cam paign, Franklin obtained
m uch credit for the efficient services he had rendered.

W ar, w ith all its horrors, had now  penetrated the beautiful region of Pennsylvania, w hich had enjoyed eighty years of
peace, through the C hristian philanthropy of W illiam  Penn. N early all of the Indians, beyond the m ountains, w ere allies



of the French. The new s of Braddockôs defeat reached Philadelphia about the m iddle of July, 1755. Im m ediately a
violent conflict arose betw een the royalist governor M orris, and the Colonial A ssem bly. The Legislative body voted
liberal taxes for the public defence. B ut very justly it w as enacted that these taxes should be assessed im partially upon
all estates alike, upon those of the w ealthy Proprietaries, as w ell as upon the few  hundred acres w hich w ere ow ned by
the hum ble farm ers. The Proprietaries, consisting of tw o of the sons of W illiam  Penn, revolted against this. The
G overnor, appointed by them , as their agent of course, united w ith them  in opposition. For m any w eeks the conflict
betw een the A ssem bly and the G overnor as agent of the Proprietaries, raged fiercely. U nder these circum stances no
m ilitary supplies could be voted, and the peril of the com m unity w as very great.

Franklin w arm ly espoused and eloquently advocated the claim  of the A ssem bly. D uring the m onths of July and A ugust,
the Indians, satiated w ith the vast plunder of B raddockôs cam p, m ade no attem pt to cross the A lleghanies, in predatory
excursions against the m ore settled portions of Pennsylvania. But Septem ber and O ctober ushered in scenes of horror
and carnage, too aw ful to be depicted. V illages w ere laid in ashes, cottages w ere burned, fam ilies tom ahaw ked and
scalped, w om en and children carried into captivity, and m any poor creatures perished at the stake, in the endurance of
all the tortures w hich savage ingenuity could devise.

A nd still the Q uakers, adhering to their principle of non-resistance, refused to contribute any m oney, or in any w ay to
unite in any m ilitary organization for self-defence. But in candor it m ust be adm itted, that had the principles of the
Q uakers been adopted by the B ritish court, this w hole disastrous w ar m ight have been avoided. It w as a w ar of invasion
com m enced by the English. They w ere determ ined, by force of arm s, to drive the French out of the m agnificent valleys
beyond the m ountains. In the conflict w hich ensued, both parties enlisted all the savages they could, as allies. W ill not
England at the judgm ent be held responsible for this w ar and its w oes?

To rouse the Q uakers to a sense of sham e, the bodies of a w hole m urdered fam ily, m utilated and gory, w ere brought to
Philadelphia and paraded through all its streets, in an open w agon. In N ovem ber, as the Indians, often led by French
officers, w ere sw eeping the frontier in all directions, killing, burning, destroying, the antagonistic parties in the
A ssem bly, for a tim e laid aside their quarrels, and w ith the exception of the Q uakers, adopted vigorous m ilitary
m easures. The Q uakers w ere generally the m ost opulent people in the State. It is not strange that the com m on people
should be reluctant to volunteer to defend the property of the Q uakers, since they refused either to shoulder a m usket, or
to contribute a dollar.

The pen of Franklin rendered w onderful service in this crisis. W ith his accustom ed toleration, he could m ake allow ance
for the frailties of conscience-bound m en. H e w rote a very w itty pam phlet w hich w as very w idely read, and produced a
pow erful im pression. Its character m ay be inferred from  the follow ing brief quotation:

ñóFor m y part,ô says A ., óI am  no cow ard; but hang m e if I fight to save the Q uakers.ô

ñóThat is to say,ô B . replied, óyou w ill not pum p the sinking ship, because it w ill save the rats as w ell
as yourselves.ôò

The dialogue ends w ith the follow ing adm irable w ords:

ñO ! m y friends, the glory of serving and saving others is superior to the advantage of being served and
secured. Let us resolutely and generously unite in our countryôs cause, in w hich to die is the sw eetest
of all deaths; and m ay the G od of arm ies bless our honest endeavors.ò

The colonists of Pennsylvania now  generally rushed to arm s. There w ere, on the frontiers, several flourishing M oravian
villages. They w ere occupied by a peculiarly industrious and religious people. The traveller through their quiet streets
heard, m orning and evening, the voice of prayer ascending from  m any firesides, and the m elody of C hristian hym ns.
G uadenhutton, perhaps the m ost flourishing of them , w as attacked by the Indians, burned, and the inhabitants all
m assacred or carried into captivity. Terrible w as the panic in the other villages. They w ere liable at any day, to
experience the sam e fate.

U nder these circum stances the G overnor raised five hundred and forty volunteers, and placed them  under the com m and
of Franklin, w ith the title of G eneral. H e w as to lead them , as rapidly as possible, to N ortham pton county, for the
protection of these people. H is son, W illiam , w as his aid-de-cam p. H e proved an efficient and valiant soldier.

It w as the m iddle of D ecem ber w hen this heroic little band com m enced its m arch. Snow  w hitened the hills. W intry gales



sw ept the bleak plains, and m oaned through the forests. The roads w ere alm ost im passable. Fierce storm s often entirely
arrested their m arch. The w ilderness w as very thinly inhabited. It required the toil of a m onth, for Franklin to force his
w ay through these m any obstructions to the base of his operations, though it w as distant not m ore than ninety m iles.

The troops m oved very cautiously to guard against am bush. The philosopher, Franklin, though he had never received a
m ilitary education, and w as quite inexperienced in m ilitary affairs, w as the last m an to be draw n into such a net as that in
w hich the arm y of Braddock w as destroyed.

Franklin, as a philosopher, could appreciate the pow erful influence of religious m otives upon the m ind. R ev. M r. Beatty
w as his chaplain, w hose w orth of character Franklin appreciated. B efore com m encing their m arch, all the troops w ere
assem bled for a religious service. A fter an earnest exhortation to fidelity and duty, a fervent prayer w as offered.

The m arch w as conducted w ith great regularity. First, scouts advanced in a sem i-circular line, ranging the w oods. Then
cam e the advanced guard, at a few  hundred paces behind. The centre follow ed, w ith all the w agons and baggage. Then
cam e the rear guard, w ith scouts on each flank, and spies on every hill.

U pon reaching G uadenhutton, an aw ful scene of desolation and carnage m et the eye. The once happy village presented
now  but a revolting expanse of blackened ruins. The m angled bodies of the dead strew ed the ground, m utilated alike by
the savages and the how ling w olves. Franklin ordered huts im m ediately to be reared to protect his troops from  the
inclem ency of the w eather. N o m an knew  better than he, how  to m ake them  com fortable and cheerful w ith the least
expense.

A  fort w as prom ptly constructed, w hich he called Fort A llen, and w hich could easily repel any attack the Indians m ight
m ake, unless they approached w ith form idable French artillery. There w ere m any indications that the Indians, in large
num bers, w ere hovering around, w atching all their m ovem ents. B ut the sagacity of Franklin baffled them . They kept
concealed w ithout any attack. The savages w ere very cautious m en; they w ould seldom  engage in a battle, unless they
w ere sure of victory.

A  trifling incident occurred at this tim e, w orthy of record as illustrative of the shrew dness of G eneral Franklin.

The chaplain com plained that the m en w ere rem iss in attending prayers. Franklin suggested that though it m ight not be
exactly consistent w ith the dignity of the chaplain to becom e him self the stew ard of the rum , still, if he w ould order it to
be distributed im m ediately after prayers, he w ould probably have all the m en gathering around him .

ñH e liked the thought,ò Franklin w rote, ñunder took the task, and w ith the help of a few  hands to m easure out the liquor,
executed it to satisfaction. N ever w ere prayers m ore generally and m ore punctually attended. So that I think this m ethod
preferable to the punishm ent inflicted by som e m ilitary law s for non-attendance on divine w orship.ò

B itter quarrels w ere renew ed in the A ssem bly. The presence of Franklin w as indispensable to allay the strife. G overnor
M orris w rote entreating him  im m ediately to return to Philadelphia. It so happened at this tim e, that C ol. C lapham , a N ew
England soldier of experience and high repute, visited the cam p at G uadenhutton. Franklin placed him  in com m and, and
w arm ly com m ending him  to the confidence of the troops, hurried hom e. H e reached Philadelphia on the 10th of February,
1756, after tw o m onthsô service in the field. Universal applause greeted him . Several m ilitary com panies, in
Philadelphia, united in a regim ent of about tw elve hundred m en. Franklin w as prom ptly elected their colonel, w hich
office he accepted.

In tracing the disasters of w ar, it is interesting to observe how  m any of those disasters are ow ing to unpardonable folly.
Som e m onths after Franklinôs departure, on a cold, bleak day in N ovem ber, a large part of the garrison, unm indful of
danger, w ere skating, like school-boys on the Lehigh river. The vigilant Indians saw  their opportunity. Like how ling
w olves they m ade a rush upon the fort, entered its open gates, and killed or captured all its inm ates. The skaters fled into
the w oods. They w ere pursued. Som e w ere killed or captured. Som e perished m iserably of cold and starvation.
Probably a few  escaped. The trium phant savages, having plundered the fort and the dw ellings of all their contents,
applied the torch, and again G uadenhutton w as reduced to a pile of ashes.

The controversy w hich arose betw een the G overnor and the A ssem bly becam e acrim onious in the extrem e. The
principles there contended for, involved the very existence of anything like A m erican liberty. For fifteen years the pen
and voice of Franklin w ere influential in this controversy. H e probably did m ore than any other m an to prepare the
colonists to resist the despotism  of the B ritish court, and to proclaim  their independence.



O n the 5th of January, 1681, K ing C harles the Second had conferred upon W illiam  Penn tw enty-six m illion acres of the
ñbest land in the universe.ò This land w as in the N ew  W orld, and received the nam e of Pennsylvania. In return for this
grant, Penn agreed to pay annually, at W indsor Castle, tw o beaver skins, and one-fifth of the gold and silver w hich the
province m ight yield. H e also prom ised to govern the province in conform ity w ith the law s of England.

H e could treat w ith the savages, appoint ordinary m agistrates, and pardon petty crim es. B ut he could lay no tax, and
im pose no law  w ithout consent of the freem en of the province, represented in the A ssem bly.

O f this w hole w ide realm , Penn w as the absolute proprietor. H e refused to sell a single acre, absolutely, but in all the
sales reserved for him self w hat m ay be called a ground-rent. Im m ense tracts w ere sold at forty shillings, about ten
dollars, for one hundred acres, reserving a rent of one shilling for each hundred acres. H e also reserved, entirely to
him self, various portions of the territory w hich prom ised to becom e the site of im portant cities and villages. A ll these
rights descended to the heirs of W illiam  Penn.

Seventy-four years passed aw ay, w hen the estate thus founded, w as estim ated to be w orth ten m illions sterling, and
popular belief affirm ed that it produced a revenue of one hundred thousand pounds.

Penn, w hen he died, bequeathed the province to his three sons, John, Thom as, and R ichard. To John he gave a double
part, or one-half of Pennsylvania. John died and left his half to Thom as, w ho thus becam e proprietor of three-fourths of
the province, w hile Richard held one-fourth. Thus there w ere but tw o proprietors, Thom as and R ichard Penn. They w ere
both w eak m en; resided in England, w ere thoroughly im bued w ith Tory principles, and, in the consciousness of their vast
estates, assum ed to be lords and princes.

They ruled their province by a deputy-governor. H is position w as indeed no sinecure. The tw o proprietaries, w ho
appointed him , could at any tim e deprive him  of office. The A ssem bly could refuse to vote his salary, and if he
displeased the king of England, he m ight lose, not only his office, but his head.

The controversy w hich had arisen, in consequence of these involvem ents betw een the proprietaries and the people,
engrossed universal attention. D uring the four years betw een 1754 and 1758, the ravaged colony of Pennsylvania had
raised the sum  of tw o hundred and eighteen thousand pounds sterling, (over a m illion of dollars,) for defending its
borders. A nd still the tw o lordly proprietaries dem anded that their vast possessions should be entirely exem pt from
taxation.

To an earnest rem onstrance of the A ssem bly, they returned an insulting answ er, in w hich they said,

ñW e are no m ore bound to pay taxes than any other chief governor of the K ingôs colonies. Y our agitation of this m atter is
a new  trick to secure your re-election. W e advise you to show  us the respect due to the rank w hich the crow n has been
pleased to bestow  upon us. The people of Pennsylvania, in ordinary tim es, are so lightly taxed, that they hardly know  that
they are taxed. W hat fools you are to be agitating this dangerous topic of A m erican taxation. It is beneath the dignity of
the A ssem bly to m ake trouble about such sm all sum s of m oney. W e do not deny that you have been at som e expense in
pacifying the Indians, but that is no affair of ours. W e already give the province a larger sum  per annum , than our share of
the taxes w ould am ount to. O ne of us, for exam ple, sent over four hundred poundsô w orth of cannon, for the defence of
our city of Philadelphia.ò

Such w as their answ er. It w as conveyed in sixteen sentences w hich w ere num bered and w hich w ere very sim ilar to the
ones w e have given. The com m unication excited great displeasure. It w as considered alike false and insolent. Even the
tranquil m ind of Franklin w as fired w ith indignation. H e replied to the docum ent w ith a pow er of eloquence and logic
w hich carried the convictions of nearly all the colonists.



CHAPTER IX.

Franklinôs M ission to England.

N ew  m arks of respectð Lord Loudounð G ov. D enny and Franklinð V isit the Indiansð Franklin com m issioner
to Englandð H is constant good natureð Loudounôs delaysð W ise action of an English captainð The
voyagers land at Falm outhð Journey to Londonð Franklinôs style of living in Londonð H is electrical
experim entsð H e teaches the C am bridge professorð C om plim entary action of St. A ndrew sð G ov. D enny
displaced, and dark clouds arisingð Franklinôs successful diplom acyð H is son appointed G overnor of N ew
Jerseyð G reat oppositionð The hom ew ard voyageð Savage horrorsð R etaliating crueltiesð Franklinôs
efforts in behalf of the M oravian Indians.

The general im pression, produced throughout the colonies, by the controversy w ith the proprietaries, w as that they w ere
very w eak m en. Indeed it does not appear that they w ere m uch regarded even in London. A  gentlem an, w riting from  that
city, said, ñThey are hardly to be found in the herd of gentry; not in court, not in office, not in parliam ent.ò

In M arch, Franklin left his hom e for a post-office tour. Som e forty of the officers of his regim ent, w ell m ounted, and in
rich uniform , w ithout Franklinôs know ledge, cam e to his door, to escort him  out of the village. Franklin says,

ñI had not previously been m ade acquainted w ith their project, or I should have prevented it, being
naturally averse to the assum ing of state on any occasion.ò

The proprietaries in London heard an account of this affair. They w ere very m uch displeased, saying they had never been
thus honored, and that princes of the blood alone w ere entitled to such distinction. The w ar w as still raging. Large
bodies of troops w ere crossing the ocean to be united w ith the colonial forces.

Lord Loudoun w as appointed by the court com m ander-in-chief for A m erica. H e w as an exceedingly w eak and inefficient
m an; scarcely a soldier in the ranks could be found m ore incom petent for the situation. G overnor M orris, of
Pennsylvania, w orn out w ith his unavailing conflicts w ith the A ssem bly, w as w ithdraw n, and the proprietaries sent out
C aptain W illiam  D enny as their obsequious servant in his stead. The Philadelphians, hoping to conciliate him , received
him  cordially, and w ith a public entertainm ent. W illiam  Franklin w rote:

ñC hange of devils, according to the Scotch proverb, is blithesom e.ò

A t the close of the feast, w hen m ost of the party w ere m aking them selves m erry over their w ine, G overnor D enny took
Franklin aside into an adjoining room , and endeavored, by the m ost abounding flattery, and by the bribe of rich prom ises,
to induce him  to espouse the cause of the proprietaries. But he soon learned that Franklin could not be influenced by any
of his bribes.

There w as but a brief lull in the storm . G overnor D enny had no pow er of his ow n. H e could only obey the perem ptory
instructions he had received. These instructions w ere irreconcilably hostile to the resolves of the A ssem bly. Franklin
w as the all-pow erful leader of the popular party. There w as som ething in his im perturbable good nature w hich it is
difficult to explain. N o scenes of w oe seem ed to depress his cheerful spirits. N o atrocities of oppression could excite
his indignation. H e could thrust his keen dagger points into the vitals of his antagonist, w ith a sm ile upon his face and
jokes upon his lips w hich w ould convulse both friend and foe w ith laughter. H e w as the m ost unrelenting antagonist of
G overnor D enny in the A ssem bly, and yet he w as the only m an w ho rem ained on good term s w ith the governor, visiting
him , and dining w ith him .

G overnor D enny w as a gentlem an, and w ell educated, and few  m en could appear to better advantage in the saloons of
fashion. B ut he w as tram m eled beyond all independent action, by the instructions he had received from  the proprietaries.
H e w as right in heart, w as in sym pathy w ith Franklin, and w ith reluctance endeavored to enforce the arbitrary m easures
w ith w hich he w as entrusted.

Franklin w as one of the m ost com panionable of m en. H is w onderful pow ers of conversation, his sw eetness of tem per,
and his entire ignoring of all aristocratic assum ption, m ade him  one of the m ost fascinating of guests in every circle. H e
charm ed alike the rich and the poor, the learned and the ignorant.



In N ovem ber, 1756, he accom panied G overnor D enny to the frontier to confer w ith the chiefs of several Indian tribes.
The savages, to say the least, w ere as punctilious in the observance of the law s of honor, in securing the safety of the
am bassadors on such an occasion, as w ere the English.

The governor and the philosopher rode side by side on horseback, accom panied by only a few  body servants. The
governor, fam iliar w ith the clubs and the w its of England, entertained Franklin, in the highest degree, w ith the literary
gossip of London, and probably excited in his m ind an intense desire to visit those scenes, w hich he him self w as so
calculated to enjoy and to em bellish. O n the journey he w rote the follow ing com ic letter to his w ife. H e had been
disappointed in not receiving a line from  her by a certain m essenger.

ñI had a good m ind not to w rite to you by this opportunity, but I never can be ill-natured enough even
w hen there is m ost occasion. I think I w onôt tell you that w e are w ell, and that w e expect to return
about the m iddle of the w eek, nor w ill I send you a w ord of new s; thatôs poz. M y duty to m other, love
to the children, and to M iss B etsy and G racie. I am  your loving husband.

ñP. S. I have scratched out the loving w ords, being w rit in haste by m istake, w hen I forgot I w as
angry.ò

G ov. D enny, unable to accom plish his purposes w ith the A ssem bly, resolved to m ake a final appeal to the king. The
H ouse prom ptly decided to im itate his exam ple. Its Speaker, M r. N orris, and B enjam in Franklin, w ere appointed
com m issioners. The Speaker declined the office, and Franklin w as left as sole com m issioner. H e probably w as not at all
reluctant to be introduced to the statesm en, the philosophers, and the fashionable circles of the O ld W orld. To defray his
expenses the A ssem bly voted a sum  of nearly eight thousand dollars. H e had also w ealth of his ow n. B y correspondence,
he w as quite intim ately acquainted w ith very m any of the scientific m en of England and France. It w as very certain that
he w ould have the entr®e to any circle w hich he m ight w ish to honor w ith his presence.

It w as at that tim e a very serious affair to cross the A tlantic. The ocean sw arm ed w ith pirates, privateers, and m en-of-
w ar. O n the fourth of A pril, 1757, Franklin, w ith his son W illiam , set out from  Philadelphia. H is cheerfulness of spirits
did not forsake him  as he left a hom e w here he had been rem arkably happy for tw enty-six years. The fam ily he left
behind him  consisted of his w ife, his w ifeôs aged m other, his daughter Sarah, a beautiful child of tw elve years, one or
tw o nieces, and an old nurse of the fam ily.

Franklin had w ritten to the governor to ascertain the precise tim e w hen the packet w ould sail. The reply he received
from  him  w as,

ñI have given out that the ship is to sail on Saturday next. B ut I m ay let you know  entre nous that if you
are there by M onday m orning you w ill be in tim e; but do not delay any longer.ò

Franklin w as accom panied by a num ber of his friends as far as Trenton, w here they spent a very joyful evening together.
A t one of the ferries on this road, they w ere delayed by obstructions so that they could not reach the H udson R iver until
noon of M onday. Franklin feared that the ship m ight sail w ithout him ; but upon reaching the river he w as relieved by
seeing the vessel still in the stream .

Eleven w eeks passed before Lord Loudoun w ould issue his perm ission for the ship to sail. Every day this m ost dilatory
and incom petent of m en announced that the packet w ould sail to-m orrow . A nd thus the w eeks rolled on w hile Franklin
w as w aiting, but w e do not hear a single w ord of im patience or rem onstrance from  his lips. H is philosophy taught him  to
be happy under all circum stances. W ith a sm iling face he called upon Lord Loudoun and dined w ith him . H e endeavored,
but in vain, to obtain a settlem ent of his claim s for supplies furnished to B raddockôs arm y.

H e found m uch in the society of N ew  Y ork to entertain him . A nd m ore than all, and above all, he w as doing everything
that could be done for the accom plishm ent of his m ission. W hy, then, should he w orry?

ñN ew  Y ork,ò he records, ñw as grow ing im m ensely rich by m oney brought into it from  all quarters for the pay and
subsistence of the troops.ò

Franklin w as rem arkably gallant in his intercourse w ith ladies. H e kept up quite a brisk correspondence w ith several of
the m ost brilliant ladies of the day. N o m an could m ore prettily pay a com plim ent. To his lively and beautiful friend
M iss R ay he w rote upon his departure,



ñPresent m y best com plim ents to all that love m e; I should have said all that love you, but that w ould
be giving you too m uch trouble.ò

A t length Lord Loudoun granted perm ission for the packet to drop dow n to the Low er B ay, w here a large fleet of ninety
vessels w as assem bled, fitted out for an attack upon the French at Louisburg. Franklin and his friends w ent on board, as
it w as announced that the vessel w ould certainly sail ñto-m orrow .ò For six w eeks longer the packet rode there at anchor.
Franklin and his com panions had for the third tim e consum ed all the provisions they had laid in store for the voyage. Still
w e hear not a m urm ur from  our im perturbable philosopher.

A t length the signal for sailing w as given. The w hole squadron put to sea, and the London packet, w ith all the rest, w as
sw ept forw ard tow ard Louisburg. A fter a voyage of five days, a letter w as placed in the hands of the captain, authorizing
him  to quit the fleet and steer for England.

The days and nights of a long voyage cam e and w ent, w hen the packet at m idnight in a gale of w ind, and enveloped in
fogs, w as approaching Falm outh. A  light-house, upon som e rocks, had not been visible. Suddenly the lifting of the fog
revealed the light-house and the craggy shore, over w hich the surf w as fearfully breaking, at the distance of but a few
rods. A  captain of the R oyal N avy, w ho chanced to be near the helm sm an, sprang to the helm , called upon the sailors
instantly to w ear ship, and thus, at the risk of snapping every m ast, saved the vessel and the crew  from  otherw ise
im m ediate and certain destruction.

There w as not, at that tim e, a single light-house on the N orth A m erican coast. The event im pressed the m ind of Franklin
deeply, and he resolved that upon his return, light-houses should be constructed.

A bout nine oôclock the next m orning the fog w as slow ly dispersed, and Falm outh, w ith its extended tow er, its
battlem ented castles, and the forests of m asts, w as opened before the w eary voyagers. It w as Sunday m orning and the
bells w ere ringing for church. The vessel glided into the harbor, and joyfully the passengers landed. Franklin w rites,

ñThe bell ringing for church, w e w ent thither im m ediately, and w ith hearts full of gratitude returned
sincere thanks to G od far the m ercies w e had received.ò

W e know  not w hether this devout act w as suggested by Franklin, or w hether he courteously fell in w ith the arrangem ent
proposed, perhaps, by som e religious com panion. It is, how ever, certain that the sentence w hich next follow ed, in his
letter, cam e gushing from  his ow n m ind.

ñW ere I a Rom an C atholic, perhaps I should, on this occasion, vow  to build a chapel to som e saint.
B ut as I am  not, if I w ere to vow  at all it should be to build a light-house.ò

It required a journey of tw o hundred and fifty m iles to reach London. Franklin and his son posted to London, w hich w as
the m ost rapid m ode of traveling in those days. They seem  to have enjoyed the journey in the highest degree, through
bloom ing, beautiful, highly cultivated England. A lm ost every thing in the charm ing landscape, appeared different from
the rude settlem ents w hich w ere springing up am id the prim eval forests of the N ew  W orld.

They visited the C athedral at Salisbury, Stonehenge, W ilton H all, the palatial m ansion of the Earl of Pem broke. England
w as in her loveliest attire. Perhaps there could not then be found, upon this globe, a m ore lovely drive, than that through
luxuriant D evonshire, and over the H am pshire D ow ns.

Peter C ollinson, a gentlem an of great w ealth, first received the travelers to his ow n hospitable m ansion. H ere Franklin
w as the object of m arked attentions from  the m ost distinguished scientists of England. O ther gentlem en of high distinction
honored them selves by honoring him . Franklin visited the old printing house, w here he had w orked forty years before,
and treated the w orkm en w ith that beer, w hich he had form erly so efficiently denounced in that sam e place.

Soon he took lodgings w ith a very agreeable landlady, M rs. Stevenson, N o. 7, Craven street, Strand. H e adopted, not an
ostentatious, but a very genteel style of living. Both he and his son had brought w ith them  each a body servant from
A m erica. H e set up a m odest carriage, that he m ight w orthily present him self at the doors of cabinet m inisters and
m em bers of parliam ent.

The Proprietaries received him  very coldly, alm ost insolently. They w ere haughty, reserved and totally uninfluenced by
his argum ents. H e presented to them  a brief m em orandum , w hich very lucidly explained the view s of the A ssem bly. It
w as as follow s,



1. ñThe R oyal C harter gives the A ssem bly the pow er to m ake law s; the proprietary instructions
deprive it of that pow er. 2. The R oyal C harter confers on the A ssem bly the right to grant or w ithhold
supplies; the instructions neutralize that right. 3. The exem ption of the proprietary estate from  taxation
is unjust. 4. The proprietaries are besought to consider these grievances seriously and redress them ,
that harm ony m ay be restored.ò

The Penn brothers denounced this brief docum ent, as vague, and disrespectful. It w as evident that Franklin had nothing to
hope from  them . H e therefore directed all his energies to w in to his side the Lords of Trade, and the m em bers of the
K ingôs C ouncil, to w hom  the final decision m ust be referred. Tw elve m onths elapsed, during w hich nothing w as
accom plished. B ut w e hear not a m urm ur from  his lips. H e w as not only contented but jovial. For tw o w hole years he
rem ained in England, apparently accom plishing nothing. These hours of leisure he devoted to the enjoym ent of
fashionable, intellectual and scientific society. N o m an could be a m ore w elcom e guest, in such elevated circles, for no
m an could enjoy m ore richly the charm s of such society, or could contribute m ore liberally to its fascination. Electricity
w as still a very popular branch of natural science. The brilliant experim ents Franklin perform ed, lured m any to his
apartm ents. H is m achine w as the largest w hich had been m ade, and w ould em it a spark nine inches in length. H e had
invented, or greatly im proved, a new  m usical m achine of glass goblets, called the A rm onica.

It w as listened to w ith m uch adm iration, as it gave forth the sw eetest tones. H e played upon this instrum ent w ith great
effect.

The theatre w as to Franklin an inexhaustible source of enjoym ent. G arrick w as then in the m eridian of his fam e. H e
loved a good dinner, and could, w ithout inconvenience, em pty the second bottle of claret. H e w rote to a friend,

ñI find that I love com pany, chat, a laugh, a glass, and even a song as w ell as ever.ò

A t one tim e he took quite an extensive tour through England, visiting the U niversity at Cam bridge. H e w as received w ith
the m ost flattering attentions from  the chancellor and others of the prom inent m em bers of the faculty. Indeed every
sum m er, during his stay in England, Franklin and his son spent a few  w eeks visiting the m ost attractive scenes of the
beautiful island. W herever he w ent, he left an im pression behind him , w hich greatly increased his reputation.

A t C am bridge he visited the chem ical laboratory, w ith the distinguished Professor of C hem istry, D r. H adley. Franklin
suggested that tem perature could be astonishingly reduced by evaporation. It w as entirely a new  idea to the Professor.
They both w ith others repaired to Franklinôs room . H e had ether there, and a therm om eter. To the astonishm ent of the
Professor of C hem istry in C am bridge U niversity, the printer from  Philadelphia show ed him  that by dipping the ball into
the ether, and then blow ing upon it w ith bellow s to increase the evaporation, the m ercury rapidly sunk tw enty-five
degrees below  the freezing point. Ice w as form ed a quarter of an inch thick, all around the ball. Thus, surrounded by the
professors of one of the m ost distinguished universities of Europe, B enjam in Franklin w as the teacher of the teachers.

The father and the son visited the villages w here their ancestors had lived. They sought out poor relations, and exam ined
the tom bstones. In the spring of 1769, they spent six w eeks in Scotland. The U niversity of St. A ndrew s conferred upon
Franklin the honorary title of doctor, by w hich he has since been generally know n. O ther universities received him  w ith
great distinction. The corporation of Edinburgh voted him  the freedom  of the city. A ll the saloons of fashion w ere not
only open to receive him , but his presence, at every brilliant entertainm ent, w as eagerly sought. The m ost distinguished
m en of letters crow ded around him . H um e, R obertson and Lord K am es becam e his intim ate friends.

These w ere honors sufficient to turn the head of alm ost any m an. But Franklin, w ho allow ed no adversity to annoy him ,
could not be unduly elated by any prosperity or flattery.

ñO n the w hole,ò w rites Franklin, ñI m ust say, that the tim e w e spent there (Scotland) w as six w eeks of
the densest happiness I have m et w ith in any part of m y life.ò

Still it is evident that occasionally he felt som e slight yearnings for the joys of that hom e, over w hich his highly esteem ed
w ife presided w ith such econom y and skill. H e w rote to her,

ñThe regard and friendship I m eet w ith from  persons of w orth, and the conversation of ingenuous m en
give m e no sm all pleasure. B ut at this tim e of life, dom estic com forts afford the m ost solid
satisfaction;[20] and m y uneasiness at being absent from  m y fam ily and longing desire to be w ith them ,
m ake m e often sigh, in the m idst of cheerful com pany.ò



A n English gentlem an, M r. Strahan, w rote to M rs. Franklin, urging her to com e over to England and join her husband. In
this letter he said,

ñI never saw  a m an w ho w as, in every respect, so perfectly agreeable to m e. Som e are am iable in one
view , som e in another; he in all.ò

Three years thus passed aw ay. It m ust not be supposed that the patriotic and faithful Franklin lost any opportunity
w hatever, to urge the all im portant cause w ith w hich he w as entrusted. H is philosophy taught him  that w hen he absolutely
could not do any thing but w ait, it w as best to w ait in the m ost agreeable and profitable m anner.

It w as one of his strong desires, w hich he w as com pelled to abandon, to convert the proprietary province of
Pennsylvania into a royal province. A fter Franklin left Philadelphia, the strife betw een the A ssem bly, and G overnor
D enny, as the representative of the proprietaries, becam e m ore violent than ever. The governor, w orn out by the
ceaseless struggle, yielded in som e points. This offended the proprietaries. Indignantly they dism issed him  and
appointed, in his place, M r. Jam es H am ilton, a m ore obsequious servant.

B y the royal charter it w as provided that all law s, passed by the A ssem bly and signed by the governor, should be sent to
the king, for his approval. O ne of the bills w hich the governor, com pelled as it w ere by the peril of public affairs, had
signed, allow ed the A ssem bly to raise a sum  of about five hundred thousand dollars, to be raised by a tax on all estates.
This w as a dangerous precedent. The aristocratic court of England repealed it, as an encroachm ent upon the rights of the
privileged classes. It w as a severe blow  to the A ssem bly. The speaker w rote to Franklin:

ñW e are am ong rocks and sands, in a storm y season. It depends upon you to do every thing in your
pow er in the present crisis. It is too late for us to give you any assistance.ò

W hen Franklin received the crushing report against the A ssem bly he w as just setting off for a pleasant June excursion in
Ireland. Im m ediately he unpacked his saddle-bags, and consecrated all his energies to avert the im pending evils. H e
enlisted the sym pathies of Lord M ansfield, and accom plished the astonishing feat in diplom acy, of inducing the British
Lords of C om m ission to reverse their decision, and to vote that the act of the A ssem bly should stand unrepealed.

H is business detained Franklin in London all sum m er. In the autum n he took a tour into the w est of England and W ales.
The gales of w inter w ere now  sw eeping the A tlantic. N o m an in his senses w ould expose him self to a w inter passage
across the ocean, unless it w as absolutely necessary. Indeed it w ould appear that Franklin w as so happy in England, that
he w as not very im patient to see his hom e again. Though he had been absent three years from  his w ife and child, still tw o
years m ore elapsed before he em barked for his native land.

O n the 25th of O ctober G eorge II. died. H is grandson, a stupid, stubborn fanatically conscientious young m an ascended
the throne, w ith the title of G eorge III. It w ould be difficult to com pute the m ultitudes in Europe, A sia and A m erica,
w hom  his arrogance and am bition caused to perish on the battle field. D uring these tw o years there w as nothing of very
special m om ent w hich occurred in the life of Franklin. A ble as he w as as a statesm an, science w as the favorite object of
his pursuit. H e w rote several very strong pam phlets upon the political agitations of those tum ultuous days, w hen all
nations seem  to have been roused to cutting each otherôs throats. H e continued to occupy a prom inent position w herever
he w as, and devoted m uch tim e in collecting his thoughts upon a treatise to be designated ñThe A rt of V irtue.ò The
treatise, how ever, w as never w ritten.

H is influential and w ealthy friend, M r. Strahan, w as anxious to unite their tw o fam ilies by the m arriage of his w orthy and
prosperous son to M r. Franklinôs beautiful daughter, Sarah. B ut the plan failed. Franklin also m ade an effort to m arry his
only son W illiam , w ho, it w ill be rem em bered, w as not born in w edlock, to a very lovely English lady, M iss
Stephenson. B ut this young m an, w ho, renouncing revealed religion, w as a law  unto him self, had already becom e a father
w ithout being a husband. M iss Stephenson had probably learned this fact and, greatly to the disappointm ent of Franklin,
declined the alliance. The unhappy boy, the dishonored son of a dishonored father, w as born about the year 1760.
N othing is know n of w hat becam e of the discarded m other. H e received the nam e of W illiam  Tem ple Franklin.

B enjam in Franklin, as in duty bound, recognized him  as his grandson, and received him  w arm ly to his house and his
heart. The reader w ill hereafter becom e better acquainted w ith the character and career of this young m an. In the spring
of 1762, Franklin com m enced preparations for his return hom e. H e did not reach Philadelphia until late in the autum n.
U pon his departure from  England, the U niversity of O xford conferred upon him  the distinction of an honorary degree.



W illiam  Franklin, though devoid of m oral principle, w as a m an of highly respectable abilities, of pleasing m anners, and
w as an entertaining com panion. Lord B ute, w ho w as in pow er, w as the w arm  friend of D r. Franklin. H e therefore caused
his son W illiam  to be appointed governor of N ew  Jersey. It is positively asserted that Franklin did not solicit the favor.
Indeed it w as not a very desirable office. Its em olum ents am ounted to but about three thousand dollars a year. The
governorship of the colonies w as generally conferred upon the needy sons of the B ritish aristocracy. So m any of them
had developed characters w eak and unw orthy, that they w ere not regarded w ith m uch esteem .

W illiam  Franklin w as m arried on the 2d of Septem ber, 1762, to M iss Elizabeth D ow nes. The announcem ent of the
m arriage in London, and of his appointm ent to the governorship of N ew  Jersey, created som e sensation. M r. John Penn,
son of one of the proprietaries, and w ho w as soon to becom e governor of Pennsylvania, affected great indignation in
view  of the fact that W illiam  Franklin w as to be a brother governor. H e w rote to Lord Stirling,

ñIt is no less am azing than true, that M r. W illiam  Franklin, son of Benjam in Franklin of Philadelphia,
is appointed to be governor of the province of N ew  Jersey. I m ake no doubt that the people of N ew
Jersey w ill m ake som e rem onstrances at this indignity put upon them . Y ou are full as w ell acquainted
w ith the character and principles of this person as m yself, and are as able to judge of the im propriety
of such an appointm ent. W hat a dishonor and a disgrace it m ust be to a country to have such a m an at
the head of it, and to sit dow n contented. I should hope that som e effort w ill be m ade before our Jersey
friends w ould put up w ith such an insult. If any gentlem an had been appointed, it w ould have been a
different case. But I cannot look upon the person in question in that light by any m eans. I m ay perhaps
be too strong in m y expressions, but I am  so extrem ely astonished and enraged at it, that I am  hardly
able to contain m yself at the thought of it.ò

Franklin sailed from  Portsm outh the latter part of A ugust. Q uite a fleet of A m erican m erchantm en sailed together. The
w eather during a voyage of nine w eeks, w as m ost of the tim e delightful. O ften the vessels glided along so gently over a
w aveless sea, that the passengers could visit, and exchange invitations for dinner parties.

O n the first of N ovem ber, Franklin reached his hom e. H e had been absent nearly six years. A ll w ere w ell. H is daughter,
w hom  he had left a child of tw elve, w as now  a rem arkably beautiful and accom plished m aiden of eighteen. Franklin w as
received not only w ith affection, but w ith enthusiasm . The A ssem bly voted him  fifteen thousand dollars for his services
in England.

H is son W illiam , w ith his bride, did not arrive until the next February. Franklin accom panied him  to N ew  Jersey. The
people there gave the governor a very kind greeting. H e took up his residence in Burlington, w ithin fifteen m iles of the
hom e of his father.

Franklin had attained the age of fifty-seven. H e w as in perfect health, had an am ple fortune, and excelled m ost m en in his
dignified bearing and his attractive features. Probably there never w as a m ore happy m an. H e had leisure to devote
him self to his beloved sciences. It w as his dream , his castle in the air, to w ithdraw  from  political life, and devote the
rem ainder of his days to philosophical research.

In the year 1763 term inated the seven yearsô w ar. There w as peace in Europe, peace on the ocean, but not peace along
the blood crim soned frontiers of the w ilderness of A m erica. England and France had been hurling savage w arriors by
tens of thousands against each other, and against the helpless em igrants in their defenceless villages and their lonely
cabins. The belligerent pow ers of Europe, in their am bitious struggles, cared very little for the savages of N orth
A m erica. Like the hungry w olf they had lapped blood. Plunder had becom e as attractive to them  as to the privateersm an
and the pirate. D uring the sum m er of 1763, the w estern regions of Pennsylvania w ere fearfully ravaged by these fierce
bands. Thousands of settlers w ere driven from  their hom es, their buildings laid in ashes, and their farm s utterly
desolated.

In all the churches contributions w ere raised, in behalf of the victim s of this insane and utterly needless w ar. Christ
C hurch alone raised betw een three and four thousand dollars; and sent a m issionary to expend the sum  am ong these
starving, w oe-stricken fam ilies. The m issionary reported seven hundred and fifty farm s in Pennsylvania alone, utterly
abandoned. Tw o hundred and fifty w om en and children, destitute and despairing, had fled to Fort Pitt for protection.

In the m idst of these aw ful scenes, G overnor H am ilton resigned, and the w eak, haughty John Penn arriving, took his
place. The A ssem bly, as usual, gave him  a courteous reception, w ishing, if possible, to avert a quarrel. There w ere m any



fanatics in those days. Som e of these assum ed that G od w as displeased, because the heathen Indians had not been
entirely exterm inated. The savages had perpetrated such horrors, that by them  no distinction w as m ade betw een those
friendly to the English, and those hostile. The very nam e of Indian w as loathed.

In the vicinity of Lancaster, there w as the feeble rem nant of a once pow erful tribe. The philanthropy of W illiam  Penn had
w on them  to love the English. N o one of them  had ever been know n to lift his hand against a w hite m an. There w ere but
tw enty rem aining, seven m en, five w om en and eight children. They w ere an industrious, peaceful, harm less people,
having adopted English nam es, English custom s and the C hristian religion.

A  vagabond party of Scotch-Irish, from  Paxton, set out, in the m orning of the 14th of D ecem ber, for their destruction.
They w ere w ell m ounted and w ell arm ed. It so happened that there w ere but six Indians at hom e. They m ade no defence.
Parents and children knelt, as in prayer, and silently received the death blow . Every head w as cleft by the hatchet. These
poor creatures w ere very affectionate, and had greatly endeared them selves to their neighbors. This deed of infam ous
assassination roused the indignation of m any of the m ost w orthy people in the province. But there w ere thousands of the
baser sort, w ho deem ed it no crim e to kill an Indian, any m ore than a w olf or a bear.

Franklin w rote, to the people of Pennsylvania, a noble letter of indignant rem onstrance, denouncing the deed as atrocious
m urder. Vividly he pictured the scene of the assassination, and gave the nam es, ages and characters of the victim s. A
hundred and forty M oravian Indians, the firm  and unsuspected friends of the English, terrified by this m assacre, fled to
Philadelphia for protection. The letter of Franklin had excited m uch sym pathy in their behalf. The people rallied for their
protection. The Paxton m urderers, several hundred in num ber, pursued the fugitives, avow ing their determ ination to put
every one to death. The im becile governor w as at his w itsô end. Franklin w as sum m oned.

H e, at once, proclaim ed his house headquarters; rallied a regim ent of a thousand m en, and m ade efficient arrangem ents to
give the m urderers a w arm  reception. The Paxton band reached G erm antow n. Franklin, anxious to avoid bloodshed, rode
out w ith three aids, to confer w ith the leaders. H e w rites,

ñThe fighting face w e had put on, and the reasonings w e used w ith the insurgents, having turned them
back, and restored quiet to the city, I becam e a less m an than ever; for I had, by this transaction, m ade
m yself m any enem ies am ong the populace.ò



CHAPTER X.

Franklinôs Second M ission to England.

Fiendish conduct of John Pennð Petition to the crow nð D ebt of Englandð Tw o causes of conflictð Franklin
sent to Englandð H is em barkationð W ise counsel to his daughterð The stam p actð A m erican resolvesð
Edm und B urkeð Exam ination of Franklinð W ords of Lord C hatham ð D angers to English operativesð
R epeal of the stam p actð Joy in A m ericað R oss M ackayð N ew  taxes leviedð C haracter of G eorge IIIð
A ccum ulation of honors to Franklinð W arlike preparationsð H um an conscientiousnessð U npopularity of
W illiam  Franklinð M arriage of Sarah Franklinð Franklinôs varied investigationsð Efforts to civilize the
Sandw ich Islands.

It is scarcely too severe to say that G overnor John Penn w as both knave and fool. To ingratiate him self w ith the vile
Paxton m en and their partisans, he issued a proclam ation, offering for every captive m ale Indian, of any hostile tribe, one
hundred and fifty dollars, for every fem ale, one hundred and thirty-eight dollars. For the scalp of a m ale, the bounty w as
one hundred and thirty-eight dollars; for the scalp of a fem ale fifty dollars. O f course it w ould be im possible, w hen the
scalps w ere brought in to decide w hether they w ere stripped from  friendly or hostile heads.

Curiously tw o political parties w ere thus organized. The governor, intensely inim ical to Franklin, led all the loose
fellow s w ho approved of the m assacre of the friendly Indians. Franklin w as supported by the hum ane portion of the
com m unity, w ho regarded that m assacre w ith horror.

There w as m uch bitterness engendered. Franklin w as assailed and calum niated as one of the w orst of m en. H e, as usual,
w rote a pam phlet, w hich w as read far and w ide. Earnestly he urged that the crow n, as it had a right to do, should, by
purchase, take possession of the province and convert its governm ent into that of a royal colony. It should be
rem em bered that this w as several years before the troubles of the revolution arose. The people w ere in heart true
Englishm en. Fond of their nationality, sincere patriotism  glow ed in all bosom s. They ever spoke of England as ñhom e.ò
W hen the A ssem bly m et again three thousand citizens, influenced m ainly by Franklinôs pam phlet, sent in a petition that
the province m ight revert to the crow n. The Penns succeeded in presenting a counter petition signed by three hundred.

The B ritish cabinet, in its insatiable thirst for universal conquest, or im pelled by necessity to repel the encroachm ents of
other nations, equally w icked and equally grasping, had been by fleet and arm y, fighting all over the w orld. A fter
spending every dollar w hich the m ost cruel taxation could extort from  the laboring and im poverished m asses, the
governm ent had incurred the enorm ous debt of seventy-three m illions sterling. This am ounted to over three hundred and
sixty-five m illions of our m oney.

The governm ent decided to tax the A m ericans to help pay the interest on this vast sum . B ut the colonies w ere already
taxed alm ost beyond endurance, to carry on the terrible w ar against the French and Indians. This w ar w as not one of their
ow n choosing. It had been forced upon them  by the B ritish Cabinet, in its resolve to drive the French off the continent of
N orth A m erica. The A m ericans w ere allow ed no representation in Parliam ent. They w ere to be taxed according to the
caprice of the governm ent. Franklin, w ith patriotic foresight, vehem ently, and w ith resistless force of logic, resisted the
outrage.

It w ill be perceived that there w ere now  tw o quite distinct sources of controversy. First cam e the conflict w ith the
proprietaries, and then rose the still m ore im portant strife w ith the cabinet of G reat B ritain, to repel the principle of
taxation w ithout representation. This principle once adm itted, the crow n could tax the A m ericans to any am ount
w hatever it pleased. M any unreflecting people could not appreciate these disastrous results.

Thus all the partisans of the Penns, and all the office holders of the crow n and their friends, and there w ere m any such,
becam e not only opposed to Franklin, but im placable in their hostility. The m ajority of the A ssem bly w as w ith him . H e
w as chosen Speaker, and then w as elected to go again to England, to carry w ith him  to the B ritish Court the
rem onstrances of the people against ñtaxation w ithout representation,ò and their earnest petition to be delivered from  the
tyranny of the Penns. M ore unw elcom e m essages to the B ritish Court and aristocracy, he could not w ell convey. It w as
certain that the Penns and their pow erful coadjutors, w ould set m any influences in array against him . M r. D ickinson, in
the A ssem bly, rem onstrating against this appointm ent, declared that there w as no m an in Pennsylvania w ho w as m ore the
object of popular dislike than B enjam in Franklin.



B ut tw o years had elapsed since Franklinôs return to A m erica, after an absence from  his hom e of six years. H e still
rem em bered fondly the ñdense happinessò w hich he had enjoyed in the brilliant circles abroad. This, added to an
intensity of patriotism , w hich rendered him  second to none but W ashington, am ong the heroes of the R evolution, induced
him  prom ptly to accept the all im portant m ission. H e allow ed but tw elve days to prepare for his em barkation. The
treasury w as em pty, and m oney for his expenses had to be raised by a loan. A  packet ship, bound for London w as riding
at C hester, fifteen m iles below  the city. Three hundred of the citizens of Philadelphia, on horseback, escorted Franklin to
the ship.

H e seldom  attended church, though he alw ays encouraged his w ife and daughter to do so. It w as genteel; it w as politic. A
fam ily could scarcely com m and the respect of the com m unity, w hich, in the m idst of a religious people, should be living
w ithout any apparent object of w orship. The preacher of C hrist Church, w hich the fam ily attended, w as a partisan of the
Penns. Som etim es he ñm eddled w ith politics.ò Franklin in his parting letter, from  on shipboard, w rote to his daughter:

ñG o constantly to church, w hoever preaches. The active devotion in the com m on prayer-book, is your
principal business there, and if properly attended to, w ill do m ore tow ards am ending the heart, than
serm ons generally can do. For they w ere com posed by m en of m uch greater piety and w isdom , than our
com m on com posers of serm ons can pretend to be. Therefore I w ish that you w ould never m iss the
prayer days. Y et I do not m ean you should despise serm ons, even of the preachers you dislike; for the
discourse is often m uch better than the m an, as sw eet and clear w aters com e through very dirty earth.ò

The voyage w as storm y; it lasted thirty days. O n the evening of the tenth of D ecem ber, 1764, he again took up his
residence in the house of M rs. Stephenson and her daughter, w here he w as received w ith delight. H e found several other
agents of the colonies in London, w ho had also been sent to rem onstrate against the despotic m easures w hich the B ritish
Cabinet threatened, of taxing the A m ericans at its pleasure, w ithout allow ing them  to have any voice in deciding upon the
sum s w hich they should pay.

G renville w as prim e m inister. H e w as about to introduce the Stam p A ct, as an initiatory m easure. It im posed but a trivial
tax, in itself of but little im portance, but w as intended as an experim ent, to ascertain w hether the A m ericans w ould
subm it to the principle. This fact being once established, the governm ent could then proceed to dem and m oney at its
pleasure. Franklin opposed the tax w ith all his energies. H e declared it, in his ow n forceful language, to be the ñm other
of m ischiefs.ò W ith four other colonial agents, he held an interview  w ith Lord G renville. The usual argum ents w ere
em ployed on both sides. Lord G renville w as courteous, but very decided. The A m ericans he declared m ust help England
pay the interest on her debt, and the parliam ent of G reat Britain alone could decide how  large an am ount of m oney the
A m ericans should pay. The bill w as introduced to parliam ent, and passed by a large m ajority. The king signed it in a
scraw ling hand, w hich som e think indicated the insanity he w as beginning to develop.

The trivial sum  expected to be raised by the Stam p A ct am ounted to scarcely one hundred thousand pounds a year. It w as
thought that the A m ericans w ould not venture upon any decisive opposition to England for such a trifle. Franklin w rote to
a friend:

ñI took every step in m y pow er, to prevent the passing of the Stam p A ct. But the tide w as too strong
against us. The nation w as provoked by A m erican claim s of legislative independence; and all parties
joined in resolving, by this act, to settle the point.ò

Thus Franklin entirely failed in arresting the passing of the Stam p A ct. H e w as also equally unsuccessful in his endeavor
to prom ote a change of governm ent, from  the proprietary to the royal. A nd still his m ission proved a success. B y
conversations, pam phlets and articles in the new spapers, he raised throughout the country such an opposition to the
m easure that parliam ent w as com pelled to repeal it. The tidings of the passage of the Stam p A ct w as received in
intelligent A m erica, w ith universal expressions of displeasure, and w ith resolves to oppose its operation in every
possible w ay.

It is rem arked of a celebrated theological professor, that he once said to his pupils,

ñW hen you go to the city to preach, take your best coat; w hen to the country, take your best serm on.ò

The lords and gentry of England w ere astonished at the intelligence displayed in the opposition, by the rural population
of A m erica. They fancied the colonists to be an ignorant, ragged people, living in log cabins, scattered through the
w ilderness, and, in social position, tw o or three degrees below  European and Irish peasantry. G reat w as their surprise



to hear from  all the colonies, and from  the rem otest districts in each colony, the voice of intelligent and dignified rebuke.

The A ct w as to go into execution on the first of N ovem ber, 1765. Before that tim e, Franklin had spread, through all the
m echanical, m ercantile and com m ercial classes, the conviction that they w ould suffer ten-fold m ore, by the interruptions
of trade w hich the Stam p A ct w ould introduce, than governm ent could hope to gain by the m easure. H e spread abroad the
intelligence w hich cam e by every fresh arrival, that the A m ericans w ere resolving, w ith w onderful unanim ity, that they
w ould consum e no m ore English m anufactures, that they w ould purchase no m ore B ritish goods, and that, as far as
possible, in food, clothing, and household furniture, they w ould depend upon their ow n productions. They had even
passed resolves to eat no m ore lam b, that their flocks m ight so increase that they should have w ool enough to
m anufacture their ow n clothing.

England had thus far furnished nearly all the supplies for the rapidly increasing colonies, already num bering a population
of betw een tw o and three m illions. The sudden cessation of this trade w as felt in nearly every w arehouse of industry. N o
m ore orders cam e. G oods accum ulated w ithout purchasers. Violent opposition arose, and vast m eetings w ere held in the
m anufacturing districts, to rem onstrate against the m easures of the governm ent. Edm und B urke, a host in him self, headed
the opposition in parliam ent.

B urke and Franklin w ere intim ate friends, and the renow ned orator obtained from  the renow ned philosopher, m any of
those argum ents and captivating illustrations, w hich, uttered on the floor of parliam ent, astonished England, and reaching
our shores, electrified A m erica. The state of affairs becam e alarm ing. In som e places the stam ps w ere destroyed, in
others, no one could be found w ho w ould venture upon the obnoxious task of offering to sell them . The parliam ent
resolved itself into a com m ittee of the w hole house, and spent six w eeks in hearing testim ony respecting the operation of
the act in A m erica. The hall w as crow ded w ith eager listeners. The industrial prosperity of the nation seem ed at stake.
Franklin w as the principal w itness. H is testim ony overshadow ed all the rest. The record of it w as read w ith adm iration.
Seldom  has a m an been placed in a m ore em barrassing situation, and never has one, under such circum stances, acquitted
him self m ore trium phantly.

H e w as exam ined and cross-exam ined, before this vast and im posing assem blage, by the shrew dest law yers of the
crow n. Every attem pt w as m ade to throw  him  into em barrassm ent, to trip him  in his speech. But never for a m om ent did
Franklin lose his self-possession. N ever for an instant, did he hesitate in his reply. In the judgm ent of all his friends, not
a m istake did he m ake. H is m ind seem ed to be om nisciently furnished, w ith all the needful statistics for as rigorous an
exam ination as any m ortal w as ever exposed to. B urke w rote to a friend, ñthat Franklin, as he stood before the bar of
parliam ent, presented such an aspect of dignity and intellectual superiority, as to rem ind him  of a schoolm aster
questioned by school boys.ò R ev. G eorge W hitefield w rote,

ñO ur w orthy friend, D r. Franklin, has gained im m ortal honor, by his behavior at the bar of the house.
The answ er w as alw ays found equal, if not superior to the questioner. H e stood unappalled, gave
pleasure to his friends, and did honor to his country.ò

A fter great agitation and m any and storm y debates, the haughty governm ent w as com pelled to yield to the dem ands of the
industrial classes. Indeed, w ith those in England, w ho cried m ost loudly for the repeal of the stam p act, there w ere
com paratively few  w ho w ere influenced by any sym pathy for the A m ericans, or by any appreciation of the justice of
their cause. The loss of the A m erican trade w as im poverishing them . Selfish considerations alone,ð their ow n personal
interestsð m oved them  to action.

There w ere individuals, in and out of Parliam ent, w ho recognized the rights of Englishm en, and regarding the A m ericans
as Englishm en, and A m erica as a portion of the B ritish em pire, w ere in heart and w ith all their energies, in sym pathy
w ith the A m ericans in their struggle for their rights. W hen the despotism  of the British court led that court to the infam ous
m easure of sending fleets and arm ies, to com pel the A m ericans to subm ission, and the feeble colonists, less than three
m illions in num ber, perform ing the boldest and m ost heroic deeds ever yet recorded in history, grasped their arm s in
self-defence, thus to w age w ar against the m ost pow erful naval and m ilitary em pire upon this globe, Lord C hatham , w ith
m oral courage rarely surpassed, boldly exclaim ed in the H ouse of Lords, ñW ere I an A m erican, as I am  an Englishm an, I
w ould never lay dow n m y arm s, never, never, N EV ER.ò

In all England, there w as no m an m ore determ ined in his resolve to bring the A m ericans to servile obedience, than the
stubborn king, G eorge III. The repeal gave him  intense offence. The equally unprincipled, but m ore intelligent, m inisters
w ere com pelled to the m easure, as they saw  clearly that England w as m enaced w ith civil w ar, w hich w ould array the



industrial classes generally against the aristocracy. In such a conflict it w as far from  im probable that the aristocracy
w ould be brought to grief. H orace W alpole w rote,

ñIt w as the clam or of trade, of m erchants, and of m anufacturing tow ns, that had borne dow n all
opposition. A  general insurrection w as apprehended, as the im m ediate consequence of upholding the
bill. The revolt of A m erica, and the destruction of trade, w as the prospect in future.ò

Still the question of the repeal w as carried in the H ouse but by a m ajority of one hundred and eight votes. O f course
Franklin now  solicited perm ission to return hom e. The A ssem bly, instead of granting his request, elected him  agent for
another year. It does not appear that Franklin w as disappointed.

The report of his splendid and trium phant exam ination, before the Com m ons, and the republication of m any of his
pam phlets, had raised him  to the highest position of popularity. The A m ericans, throughout all the provinces, received
tidings of the Repeal w ith unbounded delight. B ells w ere rung, bon-fires blazed, cannon w ere fired.

ñI never heard so m uch noise in m y life,ò w rote Sally to her ñhonored papa.ò ñThe very children seem ed distracted.ò

The Tory party in England developed no little m alignity in their anger, in view  of the discom fiture of their plans. The
bigoted Tory, D r. Johnson, w rote to B ishop W hite of Pennsylvania, that if he had been Prim e M inister, instead of
repealing the act, he w ould have sent a m an-of-w ar, and laid one or m ore of our largest cities in ashes.[21]

The king felt personally aggrieved. H is denunciations of those w ho favored the R epeal w ere so indecent, that som e of
his m ost influential friends ventured to intim ate to him  that it w as highly im politic. Indeed, as the previous narrative has
show n, m any w ho w ere in entire sym pathy w ith the king, and w ho w ere bitterly opposed to any concession to the
A m ericans, felt com pelled to vote for the R epeal.

To propitiate the unrelenting and half-crazed m onarch, w ith his obdurate court, a D eclaratory A ct, as it w as called, w as
passed, w hich affirm ed the absolute suprem acy of Parliam ent over the colonies.

W e hear very m uch of the corruption of our ow n Congress. It is said that votes are som etim es bought and sold. Sir
N athaniel W raxall, w ho w as a m em ber of Parliam ent during all this period, declares, in his intensely interesting and
undoubtedly honest M em oir, that under the m inistry of Lord B ute, R oss M ackay w as em ployed by him  as ñcorrupter-
generalò w hose m ission it w as to carry im portant m easures of governm ent by bribery. W raxall w rites that R oss M ackay
said to him , at a dinner party given by Lord B esborough, as the illustrious guests w ere sipping their w ine,

ñThe peace of 1763 w as carried through and approved by a pecuniary dispensation. N othing else
could have surm ounted the difficulty. I w as m yself the channel through w hich the m oney passed. W ith
m y ow n hand I secured above one hundred and tw enty votes on that m ost im portant question to
m inisters. Eighty thousand pounds w ere set apart for the purpose. Forty m em bers of the H ouse of
C om m ons received from  m e a thousand pounds each. To eighty others I paid five hundred pounds a-
piece.ò

The unrelenting king w as still determ ined that the A m ericans, unrepresented in Parliam ent, should still pay into his
treasury w hatever sum s of m oney he m ight exact. C alling to his aid courtiers m ore shrew d than him self, they devised a
very cunning act, to attain that object in a w ay w hich w ould hardly be likely to excite opposition. They laid a tax,
insignificant really in its am ount, upon paper, paint, glass, and tea. This tax w as to be collected at the custom -houses in
the few  ports of entry in the colonies. The w hole am ount thus raised w ould not exceed forty thousand pounds. It w as
thought that the A m ericans w ould never m ake opposition to so trivial a paym ent.

But it established a principle that England could tax the colonies w ithout allow ing those colonies any representation in
Parliam ent. If the C ourt had a right thus to dem and forty thousand pounds, they had a right to dem and so m any m illions,
should it seem  expedient to king and cabinet so to do.

The great blunder w hich the court com m itted, w as in not appreciating the w ide-spread intelligence of the A m erican
people. In N ew  England particularly, and throughout the colonies generally, there w as scarcely a farm er w ho did not
perceive the trick, and despise it. They deem ed it an insult to their intelligence.

Instantly there arose, throughout all the provinces, the m ost determ ined opposition to the m easure. It w as in fact m erely a



renew al of the Stam p A ct, under slightly m odified form s. If they adm itted the justice of this act, it w as only declaring that
they had acted w ith unpardonable folly, in opposing the tax under the previous form .

D r. Franklin, w ith honest shrew dness, not w ith trickery or w ith cunning, but w ith a sincere and penetrating m ind, eagerly
scrutinized all the m easures of the C ourt. G eorge III. w as a gentlem an. H e w as irreproachable in all his dom estic
relations. H e w as, in a sense, conscientious; for certainly he w as not disposed to do anything w hich he thought to be
w rong. C onscientious m en have burned their fellow -C hristians at the stake. It is said that G eorge the Third w as a
Christian. H e certainly w as a full believer in the religion of Jesus C hrist; and earnestly advocated the support and
extension of that religion. G od m akes great allow ance for the frailties of his fallen children. It requires the w isdom  of
om niscience to decide how  m uch w ickedness there m ay be in the heart, consistently w ith piety. N o m an is perfect.

D uring the reign of G eorge III., terrible w ars w ere w aged throughout all the w orld, m ainly incited by the B ritish C ourt.
M illions perished. The m oans of w idow s and orphans ascended from  every hand. This w icked C hristian king sent his
navy and his arm y to burn dow n our cities and villages, and to shoot husbands, fathers, and sons, until he could com pel
A m erica to subm it to his despotism . The population of England being exhausted by those w ide spread w ars, he hired, of
the petty princes of Europe, innocent peasantry, to abandon their hom es in G erm any, to burn and destroy the hom es of
A m ericans. Finding that not sufficient, he sent his agents through the w ilderness to rouse, by bribes, savage m en, w ho
knew  no better, to ravage our frontiers, to burn the cabins of lonely farm ers, to tom ahaw k and scalp their w ives and
children.

Such a m an m ay be a good C hristian. G od, w ho can read the secrets of the heart, and w ho is infinite in his love and
charity, alone can decide. B ut if w e im agine that m an, G eorge G uelph, at the bar of judgm ent, and thronging up as
w itnesses against him , the m illions w hose earthly hom es he converted into abodes of m isery and despair, it is difficult to
im agine in our frail natures, how  our H eavenly Father, w ho loves all his children alike, and w ho, as revealed in the
person of Jesus, could w eep over the w oes of hum anity, could look w ith a loving sm ile upon him  and say, ñW ell done,
good and faithful servant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.ò

Franklin of course continued in as determ ined an opposition to the new  tax as to the old one. H e w rote,

ñI have som e little property in A m erica. I w ill freely spend nineteen shillings in the pound to defend
m y right of giving or refusing the other shilling. A nd after all, if I cannot defend that right, I can retire
cheerfully w ith m y little fam ily into the boundless w oods of A m erica, w hich are sure to afford
freedom  and subsistence to any m an w ho can bait a hook or pull a trigger.ò

The ability w hich Franklin had displayed as the agent of Pennsylvania before the court of St. Jam es, gave him , as w e
have said, a high reputation in all the colonies. In the spring of 1768 he w as highly gratified by the intelligence that he
w as appointed, by the young colony of G eorgia, its London agent. The next year N ew  Jersey conferred the sam e honor
upon him , and the year after, he w as appointed agent of his native province of M assachusetts. These several
appointm ents detained him  ten years in England.

D uring all this tim e he did not visit hom e. The equanim ity of his joyful spirit seem s never to have been disturbed. H is
pen describes only pleasant scenes. N o m urm urs are recorded, no yearnings of hom e-sickness.

B ut m onth after m onth the anim osity of the British C ourt tow ards the A m ericans w as increasing. The king grew  m ore and
m ore fixed in his purpose, to com pel the liberty-loving A m ericans to subm ission. H ostile m ovem ents w ere m ultiplied to
indicate that if the opposition to his m easures w as continued, English fleets and arm ies w ould soon com m ence
operations.

Several thousand troops w ere landed in Boston. Fourteen m en-of-w ar w ere anchored before the tow n, w ith the cannon
of their broad-sides loaded and prim ed, ready, at the slightest provocation to lay the w hole tow n in ashes. Protected by
this terrible m enace, tw o B ritish regim ents paraded the streets, w ith their m uskets charged, w ith gleam ing sabres and
bayonets, w ith form idable artillery prepared to vom it forth the m ost horrible discharges of grape shot, w ith haughty
English officers w ell m ounted, and soldiers and officers alike in im posing uniform s. This invincible band of highly
disciplined soldiers, as a peace m easure, took possession of the C om m on, the State H ouse, the C ourt H ouse and Faneuil
H all.

Even now , after the lapse of m ore than a hundred years, it m akes the blood of an A m erican boil to contem plate this
insult. W ho can im agine the feelings of exasperation that m ust have glow ed in the bosom s of our patriotic fathers!



Franklin, in England, w as treated w ith ever increasing disrespect. Lord H illsborough, then in charge of A m erican affairs,
told him  perem ptorily, even insolently, that A m erica could expect no favors w hile he him self w as in pow er, and that he
w as determ ined to persevere w ith firm ness in the policy w hich the king w as pursuing. The king w as so shielded by his
m inisters that Franklin knew  but little about him . Even at this tim e he w rote,

ñI can scarcely conceive a king of better dispositions, of m ore exem plary virtues, or m ore truly
desirous of prom oting the w elfare of his subjects.ò

Franklin never had occasion to speak differently of his dom estic virtues. N ay, it is m ore than probable that the king daily,
in prayer, looked to G od for guidance, and that he thought that he w as doing that w hich w as prom otive of the interests of
England. A las for m an! H e can perpetrate the m ost atrocious crim es, honestly believing that he is doing G odôs w ill. H e
can burn aged w om en under the charge of their being w itches. H e can torture, in the infliction of unutterable anguish, his
brother m anð m others and daughters, under the charge of heresy. H e can hurl hundreds of thousands of m en against each
other in m ost horrible and w oe-inflicting w ars, w hile falling upon his knees and praying to G od to bless his m urderous
arm ies.

Franklin had w ith him  his grandson, W illiam  Tem ple Franklin, the dishonored son of W illiam  Franklin, then G overnor of
N ew  Jersey. H e w as a bright and prom ising boy, and developed an estim able character, under the guidance of his
grandfather, w ho loved him .

W illiam  Franklin in N ew  Jersey w as, how ever, becom ing increasingly the scourge of his father. It w ould seem  that
Providence w as thus, in som e m easure, punishing Franklin for his sin. The governor, appointed by the C ourt of England
to his office, w hich he highly prized, and w hich he feared to lose, w as siding w ith the C ourt. H e perceived that the storm
of political agitation w as increasing in severity. H e felt that the pow er of the colonies w as as nothing com pared w ith the
pow er of the B ritish governm ent. G radually he becam e one of the m ost violent of the Tories.

The m oderation of Franklin, and his extraordinarily charitable disposition, led him  to refrain from  all denunciations of
his ungrateful son, or even reproaches, until his conduct becam e absolutely infam ous. In 1773, he w rote, in reference to
the course w hich the governor w as pursuing,

ñI only w ish you to act uprightly and steadily, avoiding that duplicity w hich, in H utchinson, adds
contem pt to indignation. If you can prom ote the prosperity of your people, and leave them  happier than
you found them , w hatever your political principles are, your m em ory w ill be honored.ò

W hile Franklin w as absent, a young m erchant of Philadelphia, Richard B ache, offered his hand to Franklinôs only
daughter, from  w hom  the father had been absent nearly all of her life. Sarah w as then tw enty-three years of age, so
beautiful as to becom e quite a celebrity, and she w as highly accom plished. M r. Bache w as not successful in business,
and the young couple resided under the roof of M rs. Franklin for eight years. The husband, w ith an increasing fam ily,
appealed to his illustrious father-in-law , to obtain for him  a governm ental appointm ent. Franklin w rote to his daughter,

ñI am  of opinion, that alm ost any profession a m an has been educated in, is preferable to an office held
at pleasure, as rendering him  m ore independent, m ore a free m an, and less subject to the caprices of
his superiors. I think that in keeping a store, if it be w here you dw ell, you can be serviceable to him , as
your m other w as to m e; for you are not deficient in capacity, and I hope you are not too proud. Y ou
m ight easily learn accounts; and you can copy letters, or w rite them  very w ell on occasion. B y industry
and frugality you m ay get forw ard in the w orld, being both of you very young. A nd then w hat w e m ay
leave you at our death, w ill be a pretty addition, though of itself far from  sufficient to m aintain and
bring up a fam ily.ò

Franklin gave his son-in-law  about a thousand dollars to assist him  in the purchase of a stock of m erchandise. The
children, born to this happy couple, w ere intelligent and beautiful, and they greatly contributed to the happiness of their
grandm other, w ho cherished them  w ith a grandm otherôs m ost tender love. In the year 1862, there w ere one hundred and
ten surviving descendants of Richard B ache and Sarah Franklin. Ten of these w ere serving in the U nion arm y perilling
their lives to m aintain that national fabric, w hich their illustrious ancestor had done so m uch to establish. Franklin w as
by no m eans a m an of one idea. H is com prehensive m ind seem ed to grasp all questions of statesm anship, of
philanthropy, of philosophy.

D uring the ten years of his residence in England he visited the hospitals, carefully exam ined their m anagem ent, and



transm itted to his hom e the result of his observations. This w as probably the origin of the celebrity w hich the m edical
schools of Philadelphia have attained. H e visited the silk m anufactories, and urged the adoption of that branch of
industry, as peculiarly adapted to our clim ate and people. Ere long he had the pleasure of presenting to the queen a piece
of A m erican silk, w hich she accepted and w ore as a dress. A s silk w as an article not produced in England, the
governm ent w as not offended by the introduction of that branch of industry. For H artford college he procured a
telescope, w hich cost about five hundred dollars. This w as, in those days, an im portant event.

The renow ned C aptain Cook returned from  his first voyage around the w orld. The narrative of his adventures, in the
discovery of new  islands, and new  races of m en, excited alm ost every m ind in England and A m erica. Franklin w as
prom inent in the m ovem ent, to raise seventy-five thousand dollars, to fit out an expedition to send to those benighted
islanders the fow ls, the quadrupeds and the seeds of Europe. H e w rote, in an adm irable strain,

ñM any voyages have been undertaken w ith view s of profit or of plunder, or to gratify resentm ent. B ut a
voyage is now  proposed to visit a distant people on the other side of the globe, not to cheat them , not
to rob them : not to seize their lands or to enslave their persons, but m erely to do them  good, and m ake
them , as far as in our pow er lies, to live as com fortable as ourselves.ò

There can be no national prosperity w ithout virtue. There can not be a happy people w ho do not ñdo justly, love m ercy,
and w alk hum bly w ith G od.ò It w as a noble enterprise to send to those naked savages corn and hoes, w ith horses, pigs
and poultry. B ut the Christian conscience aw oke to the conviction that som ething m ore than this w as necessary. They
sent, to the dreary huts of the Pacific, am bassadors of the religion of Jesus, to gather the children in schools, to establish
the sanctity of the fam ily relation, and to proclaim  to all, the glad tidings of that divine Saviour, w ho has com e to earth
ñto seek and to save the lost.ò



CHAPTER XI.

The Intolerance of King and Court.

Parties in Englandð Franklin the favorite of the oppositionð Plans of the Toriesð C hristian IIIð Letter of
Franklinð D r. Priestleyð Parisian courtesyð Louis X Vð Visit to Irelandð A ttem pted alteration of the
Prayer Bookð Letter to his sonð A stounding letters from  A m ericað W ords of John A dam sð Petition of the
A ssem blyð V iolent conspiracy against Franklinð H is bearing in the court-room ð W edderburnôs infam ous
chargesð Letter of Franklinð B itter w ords of D r. Johnsonð M orals of English lordsð C om m ercial value of
the C oloniesð D angers threatening Franklin.

W herever there is a governm ent there m ust be an opposition. Those w ho are out of office w ish to eject those in office,
that they m ay take their places. There w as a pretty strong party in w hat w as called the O pposition. B ut it w as com posed
of persons anim ated by very different m otives. The first consisted of those intelligent, high m inded, virtuous statesm en,
w ho w ere indignant in view  of the w rong w hich the haughty, unprincipled Tory governm ent w as inflicting upon the
A m erican people. The second gathered those w ho w ere in trade. They cared nothing for the A m ericans. They cared
nothing for governm ent right or w rong. They w ished to sell their hats, their cutlery, and their cotton and w oolen goods to
the A m ericans. This they could not do w hile governm ent w as despotically enforcing the Stam p A ct or the Revenue B ill.
Then cam e a third class, w ho had no goods to sell, and no conscience to guide to action. They w ere m erely am bitious
politicians. They w ished to thrust the Tories out of office sim ply that they m ight rush into the occupancy of all the places
of honor, em olum ent or pow er.

Franklin w as in high favor w ith the opposition. H e furnished their orators in Parliam ent w ith argum ents, w ith
illustrations, w ith accurate statistical inform ation. M any of the m ost telling passages in parliam entary speeches, w ere
placed on the lips of the speakers by Benjam in Franklin. H e w rote pam phlets of m arvellous popular pow er, w hich w ere
read in all the w orkshops, and greatly increased the num ber and the intelligence of the foes of the governm ent m easures.
Thus Franklin becam e the favorite of the popular party. They lavished all honors upon him . In the sam e m easure he
becam e obnoxious to the haughty, aristocratic Tory governm ent. Its ranks w ere filled w ith the lords, the governm ental
officials, and all their dependents. This m ade a party very pow erful in num bers, and still m ore pow erful in w ealth and
influence. They w ere w atching for opportunities to traduce Franklin, to ruin his reputation, and if possible, to bring him
into contem pt.

This w ill explain the honors w hich w ere conferred upon him  by one party, and the indignities to w hich he w as subjected
from  the other. A t tim es, the Tories w ould m ake efforts by flattery, by offers of position, of em olum ent, by various occult
form s of bribery, to draw  Franklin to their side. H e m ight very easily have attained alm ost any am ount of w ealth and high
official dignity.

The king of D enm ark, C hristian VII., w as brother-in-law  of G eorge III. H e visited England; a m ere boy in years, and still
m ore a w eak boy in insipidity of character. A  large dinner-party w as given in his honor at the Royal Palace. Franklin
w as one of the guests. In som e w ay unexplained, he im pressed the boy-king w ith a sense of his inherent and peculiar
greatness. Christian invited a select circle of but sixteen m en to dine w ith him . A m ong those thus carefully selected,
Franklin w as honored w ith an invitation. Though sixty-seven years of age he still enjoyed in the highest degree,
convivial scenes. H e could tell stories, and sing songs w hich gave delight to all. It w as his boast that he could em pty his
tw o bottles of w ine, and still retain entire sobriety. H e w rote to H ugh R oberts,

ñI w ish you w ould continue to m eet the Junto. It w ants but about tw o years of forty since it w as
established. W e loved, and still love one another; w e have grow n grey together, and yet it is too early
to part. Let us sit till the evening of life is spent; the last hours are alw ays the m ost joyous. W hen w e
can stay no longer, it is tim e enough to bid each other good night, separate, and go quietly to bed.ò

Franklin w as the last person to find any enjoym ent in the society of vulgar and dissolute m en. In those days, it w as
scarcely a reproach for a young lord to be carried hom e from  a festivity in deadly intoxication. W itticism s w ere adm itted
into such circles w hich respectable m en w ould not tolerate now . Franklinôs m ost intim ate friends in London w ere found
am ong U nitarian clergym en, and those philosophers w ho w ere in sym pathy w ith him  in his rejection of the C hristian
religion. D r. R ichard Price, and D r. Joseph Priestly, m en both em inent for intellectual ability and virtues, w ere his
bosom  friends.



D r. Priestly, w ho had m any conversations w ith Franklin upon religious topics, deeply deplored the looseness of his
view s. Though D r. Priestly rejected the divinity of Christ, he still firm ly adhered to the belief that Christianity w as of
divine origin. In his autobiography, D r. Priestly w rites:

ñIt is m uch to be lam ented that a m an of D r. Franklinôs generally good character and great influence,
should have been an unbeliever in Christianity, and also have done so m uch as he did to m ake others
unbelievers. To m e, how ever, he acknow ledged that he had not given so m uch attention as he ought to
have done to the evidences of C hristianity; and he desired m e to recom m end him  a few  treatises on the
subject, such as I thought m ost deserving his notice.ò

Priestly did so; but Franklin, all absorbed in his social festivities, his scientific researches, and his intense patriotic
labors, could find no tim e to devote to that subjectð the im m ortal destiny of m an,ð w hich is infinitely m ore im portant to
each individual than all others com bined.[22] It w as indeed a sad circle of unbelievers, into w hose intim acy Franklin w as
throw n. D r. Priestly w rites,

ñIn Paris, in 1774, all the philosophical persons to w hom  I w as introduced, w ere unbelievers in
Christianity, and even professed atheists. I w as told by som e of them , that I w as the only person they
had ever m et, of w hose understanding they had any opinion, w ho professed to believe in Christianity.
But I soon found they did not really know  w hat C hristianity w as.ò

It w as Franklinôs practice to spend a part of every sum m er in traveling. In 1767, accom panied by Sir John Pringle, he
visited Paris. W ith Franklin, one of the first of earthly virtues w as courtesy. H e w as charm ed w ith the politeness of the
French people. Even the m ost hum ble of the w orking classes, w ere gentlem anly; and from  the highest to the low est, he,
sim ply as a stranger, w as treated w ith consideration w hich surprised him . H e w rites,

ñThe civilities w e everyw here receive, give us the strongest im pressions of the French politeness. It
seem s to be a point settled here universally, that strangers are to be treated w ith respect; and one has
just the sam e deference show n one here, by being a stranger, as in England, by being a lady.ò

Tw o dozen bottles of port-w ine w ere given them  at B ordeaux. These, as the law  required, w ere seized by the custom -
house officers, as they entered Paris by the Porte St. D enis; but as soon as it w as ascertained that they w ere strangers, the
w ine w as rem itted.

There w as a m agnificent illum ination of the Church of N otre D am e, in honor of the deceased D auphiness. Thousands
could not obtain adm ission. A n officer, learning m erely that they w ere strangers, took them  in charge, conducted them
through the vast edifice, and show ed them  every thing.

Franklin and his com panion had the honor of a presentation to the king, Louis X V ., at V ersailles. This m onarch w as as
vile a m an as ever occupied a throne. B ut he had the virtue of courtesy, w hich Franklin placed at the head of religious
principle. The philosopher sim ply records,

ñThe king spoke to both of us very graciously and very cheerfully. H e is a handsom e m an, has a very
lively look, and appears younger than he is.ò

In 1772, Franklin visited Ireland. H e w as treated there w ith great honor; but the poverty of the Irish peasantry
overw helm ed his benevolent heart w ith astonishm ent and dism ay. H e w rites,

ñI thought often of the happiness of N ew  England, w here every m an is a free-holder, has a vote in
public affairs, lives in a tidy, w arm  house, has plenty of good food and fuel, w ith w hole clothes from
head to foot, the m anufacture perhaps of his ow n fam ily. Long m ay they continue in this situation.ò

In the year 1773, Franklin spent several w eeks in the beautiful m ansion of his friend, Lord D espencer. W e read w ith
astonishm ent, that Franklin, w ho openly renounced all belief in the divine origin of Christianity, should have undertaken,
w ith Lord D espencer, an abbreviation of the prayer-book of the C hurch of England. It is surprising, that he could have
thought it possible, that the em inent Christians, clergy and laity of that church, w ould accept at the hands of a deist, their
form  of w orship. But Franklin w as faithful in the abbreviation, not to m ake the slightest change in the evangelical
character of that adm irable w ork, w hich through ages has guided the devotion of m illions. The abbreviated service, cut
dow n one-half, attracted no attention, and scarcely a copy w as sold.



A t this tim e, Franklinôs reputation w as in its m eridian altitude. There w as scarcely a m an in Europe or A m erica, m ore
prom inent. Every learned body in Europe, of any im portance, had elected him  a m em ber. Splendid editions of his w orks
w ere published in London; and three editions w ere issued from  the press in Paris.

In France, Franklin m et w ith no insults, w ith no opposition. A ll alike sm iled upon him , and the voices of com m endation
alone fell upon his ear.

R eturning to England, his reputation there, as a m an of high m oral w orth, and of alm ost the highest intellectual
attainm ents, and a m an honored in the m ost rem arkable degree w ith all the highest offices w hich his countrym en could
confer upon him , sw ept contum ely from  his path, and even his enem ies w ere asham ed to m anifest their hostility. From
London he w rote to his son,

ñA s to m y situation here, nothing can be m ore agreeable. Learned and ingenious foreigners that com e
to England, alm ost all m ake a point of visiting m e; for m y reputation is still higher abroad, than here.
Several of the foreign am bassadors have assiduously cultivated m y acquaintance, treating m e as one of
their corps, partly, I believe, from  the desire they have from  tim e to tim e, of hearing som ething of
A m erican affairs; an object becom e of im portance in foreign courts, w ho begin to hope Britainôs
alarm ing pow er w ill be dim inished by the defection of her colonies.ò[23]

In the latter part of the year 1772, Franklin, in his ever courteous, but decisive language, w as conversing w ith an
influential m em ber of Parliam ent, respecting the violent proceedings of the m inistry, in quartering troops upon the
citizens of B oston. The m em ber, in reply, said,

ñY ou are deceived in supposing these m easures to originate w ith the m inistry. The sending out of the troops, and all the
hostile m easures, of w hich you com plain, have not only been suggested, but solicited, by prom inent m en of your ow n
country. They have urged that troops should be sent, and that fleets should enter your harbors, declaring that in no other
w ay, than by this m enace of pow er, can the turbulent A m ericans be brought to see their guilt and danger, and return to
obedience.ò

Franklin expressed his doubts of this statem ent. ñI w ill bring you proof,ò the gentlem an replied. A  few  days after, he
visited Franklin, and brought w ith him  a packet of letters, w ritten by persons of high official station in the colonies, and
native born A m ericans. The signatures of these letters w ere effaced; but the letters them selves w ere presented, and
Franklin w as confidentially inform ed of their w riters. They w ere addressed to M r. W illiam  W hately, an influential
m em ber of Parliam ent, w ho had recently died.

Franklin read them  w ith astonishm ent and indignation. H e found the representation of the gentlem an entirely true. Six of
the letters w ere w ritten by Thom as H utchinson, G overnor of M assachusetts. H e w as a native of the colony he governed,
a graduate of H arvard, and in his religious position a Puritan. Four w ere w ritten by A ndrew  O liver, Lieutenant-
governor, and also a native of M assachusetts.

The rest w ere w ritten by custom -house officers and other servants of the C row n. The openly avow ed design of these
letters w as, that they should be exhibited to the M inistry, to excite them  to prom pt, vigorous and hostile m easures. They
teem ed w ith m isrepresentations, and often w ith dow nright falsehoods. The perusal of these infam ous productions
elicited from  Franklin first a burst of indignation. The second effect w as greatly to m itigate his resentm ent against the
British governm ent. The m inistry, it seem ed, w ere acting in accordance w ith solicitations received from  A m ericans,
native born, and occupying the highest posts of honor and influence.

The gentlem an w ho obtained these letters and show ed them  to Franklin, w as very unw illing to have his agency in the
affair m ade public. A fter m uch solicitation, he consented to have Franklin send the letters to A m erica, though he w ould
not give perm ission to have any copies taken. It w as his hope, that the letters w ould calm  the rising anim osity in
A m erica, by show ing that the B ritish m inistry w as pursuing a course of m enace, w hich m any of the m ost distinguished
A m ericans declared to be essential, to save the country from  anarchy and ruin. Franklinôs object w as to cause these
traitorous office-holders to be ejected from  their positions of influence, that others, m ore patriotic, m ight occupy the
stations w hich they disgraced.

O n the 2d of D ecem ber, 1772, Franklin inclosed the letters in an official package, directed to Thom as C ushing. H e
w rote,



ñI am  not at liberty to m ake the letters public. I can only allow  them  to be seen by yourself, by the other
gentlem en of the Com m ittee of C orrespondence, by M essrs. B ow doin and Pitts of the C ouncil, and
D rs. C hauncy, C ooper, and W inthrop, and a few  such other gentlem en as you m ay think fit to show
them  to. A fter being som e m onths in your possession, you are requested to return them  to m e.ò

The reading of the letters created intense anger and disgust. John A dam s, after perusing them , recorded in his diary,
alluding to H utchinson, ñCool, thinking deliberate villain, m alicious and vindictive.ò H e carried the docum ents around to
read to all his m ale and fem ale friends, and w as not sparing in his vehem ent com m ents.

A gain he w rote, ñB one of our bone; born and educated am ong us! M r. H ancock is deeply affected; is determ ined, in
conjunction w ith M ajor H aw ley, to w atch the vile serpent, and his deputy, B rattle. The subtlety of this serpent is equal to
that of the old one.ò

For tw o m onths the letters w ere privately yet extensively circulated. H utchinson him self soon found out the storm  w hich
w as gathering against him . The hand-w riting of all the w riters w as know n. In June, the M assachusetts A ssem bly m et. In
secret session the letters w ere read. Soon som e copies w ere printed. It w as said that som e one had obtained, from
England, copies of the letters from  w hich the printed im pressions w ere taken. B ut the m ystery of their publication w as
never solved.

The A ssem bly sent a petition to the king of England, im ploring that Thom as H utchinson and A ndrew  O liver, should be
rem oved from  their posts, and that such good m en as the king m ight select, should be placed in their stead. The petition,
em inently respectful, but draw n up in very forcible language, expressive of the ruinous consequences caused by the
m easures w hich these officials had recom m ended, w as transm itted to Franklin, the latter part of the sum m er of 1773. H e
im m ediately forw arded it to Lord D artm outh. W ith it he sent a very polite and conciliatory letter, in w hich he declared,
that the A m ericans w ere very desirous of being on good term s w ith the m other country, that their resentm ent against the
governm ent w as greatly abated, by finding that A m ericans had urged the obnoxious m easures w hich had been adopted;
and that the present w as a very favorable tim e to introduce cordial, friendly relations betw een the king and the colonists.

Lord D artm outh returned a very polite reply, laid the all-im portant petition aside, and for five m onths never alluded to it,
by w ord or letter. In the m eantim e, som e of the printed copies reached London. The Tories thought that perhaps the long
sought opportunity had com e w hen they m ight pounce upon Franklin, and at least greatly im pair his influence. Franklin
had nothing to conceal. H e had received the letters from  a friend, w ho authorized him  to send them  to A m erica, that their
contents m ight be m ade know n there.

In all this he had done absolutely nothing, w hich any one could pronounce to be w rong. B ut the Court, being determ ined
to stir up strife, began to dem and w ho it w as that had obtained and delivered up the letters. Franklin w as absent from
London. H e soon heard tidings of the great com m otion that w as excited, and that tw o gentlem en, w ho had nothing to do
w ith the m atter, w ere each accused of having dishonorably obtained the letters. This led to a duel. Franklin im m ediately
w rote,

ñI think it incum bent for m e to declare that I alone am  the person w ho obtained and transm itted to
B oston, the letters in question.ò

The C ourt decided to sum m on Franklin to m eet the ñC om m ittee for Plantation A ffairs,ò to explain the reasons for the
petition against H utchinson and O liver. To the surprise of Franklin, it appeared that they w ere organizing quite a
form idable trial; and very able counsel w as appointed to defend the culprits.

Thus Franklin, w ho sim ply presented the petition of the A ssem bly, w as forced into the obnoxious position of a
prosecutor. The array against him  w as so strong, that it becam e necessary for him  also to have counsel. It w as m anifest
to all the friends of Franklin, that the B ritish C ourt w as rousing all its energies to crush him .

The m eeting w as held on the 11th of January, 1773. Four of the Cabinet m inisters w ere present, and several Lords of the
Privy C ouncil. They addressed Franklin as a culprit, w ho had brought slanderous charges against his m ajestyôs faithful
officers in the colonies. H e w as treated not only w ith disrespect but w ith absolute insolence. But nothing could disturb
his equanim ity. N ot for one m om ent did he lose serenity of m ind.

There w as an adjournm ent, to m eet on the 29th of the m onth. In the m eantim e one of the court party, w ho had received
m any favors from  Franklin, com m enced a chancery suit against him , accusing him  of stealing the letters, and being by



trade a printer, of having secretly published them , and sold im m ense num bers, the profits of w hich he had placed in his
ow n pocket. A ll this Franklin denied on oath. The charge w as so absurd, and so m anifestly m alignant, that his foes
w ithdrew  the suit. Franklin w as how ever assured that the C ourt w as clam oring for his punishm ent and disgrace.

A ll London w as agitated by the com m otion w hich these extraordinary events created. A t the appointed day, the Council
again m et. The assem bly w as held in a large apartm ent in the draw ing-room  style. A t one end w as the entrance door; at
the other the fire-place, w ith recesses on each side of the chim ney. A  broad table extended from  the fire-place to the
door. The Privy C ouncil, thirty-five in num ber, sat at this table. They w ere inveterate Tories, resolved to bring the
A m ericans dow n upon their knees, and, as a prelim inary step, to inflict indelible disgrace upon Franklin. Lord N orth, the
im placable Prim e M inister w as there. The A rchbishop of Canterbury w as present. A s Franklin cast his eye along the line
of these haughty nobles, he could not see the face of a friend.

The rem ainder of the room  w as crow ded w ith spectators. From  them  m any a sym pathizing glance fell upon him . Priestly
and B urke gave him  their silent but cordial sym pathy. There w ere also quite a num ber of A m ericans and prom inent
m em bers of the opposition, w hose presence w as a support to Franklin, during the ordeal through w hich he w as to pass.
H e stood at the edge of the recess form ed by the chim ney, w ith one elbow  resting upon the m antel, and his cheek upon his
hand. H e w as m otionless as a statue, and had com posed his features into such calm  and serene rigidity, that not the
m ovem ent of a m uscle could be detected. A s usual, he w as dressed sim ply, but w ith great elegance. A  large flow ing w ig,
w ith abundant curls, such as w ere used by elderly gentlem en at that day, covered his head. H is costum e, w hich w as
adm irably fitted to a form  as perfect as G recian sculptor ever chiseled, w as of rich figured silk velvet. In all that room ,
there w as not an individual, w ho in physical beauty, w as the peer of Franklin. In all that room  there w as not another,
w ho in intellectual greatness could have m et the trial so grandly.

It w ill be rem em bered that the A ssem bly of M assachusetts had petitioned for the rem oval of an obnoxious governor and
lieutenant governor. Franklin, as the agent in London of that colony, had presented the petition to the crow n. H e w as now
sum m oned to appear before the privy council, to bring forw ard and substantiate charges against these officers. The
council had appointed a law yer to defend H utchinson and O liver. H is nam e w as W edderburn. H e had already obtained
celebrity for the savage skill w ith w hich he could brow beat a w itness, and for his w onderful com m and of the vocabulary
of vituperation and abuse. Before com m encing the exam ination, he addressed the assem bly in a long speech. A fter
eulogizing G overnor H utchinson, as one of the best and m ost loyal of the officers of the crow n, w ho m erited the gratitude
of king and court, he turned upon Franklin, and assailed him  w ith a storm  of vituperative epithets, such as never before,
and never since, has fallen upon the head of a m an. The council w ere in sym pathy w ith the speaker. O ften his m alignant
thrusts w ould elicit from  those lords a general shout of derisive laughter.

Such w as the treatm ent w hich one of the m ost illustrious and honored of A m erican citizens received from  the privy
council of king G eorge III., w hen he appeared before that council as a friendly am bassador from  his native land, seeking
only conciliation and peace.

W edderburn accused Franklin of stealing private letters, of m isrepresenting their contents, that he m ight excite hostility
against the loyal officers of the king. H e accused him  of doing this that he m ight eject them  from  office, so as to obtain the
positions for him self and his friends. Still m ore, he accused him  of having in an unexam pled spirit of m eanness, availed
him self of his skill as a printer, to publish these letters, and that he sold them  far and w ide, that he m ight enrich him self.
C harges better calculated to ruin a m an, in the view  of these proud lords, can scarcely be conceived. It is doubtful
w hether there w ere another m an in the w orld, w ho could have received them  so calm ly, and in the end could have so
m agnificently trium phed over them .

D uring all this really terrific assailm ent, Franklin stood w ith his head resting on his left hand, apparently unm oved. A t
the close, he declined answ ering any questions. The com m ittee of the council reported on that sam e day, ñthe lords of the
com m ittee, do agree hum bly to report as their opinion to your m ajesty, that the said petition is founded upon resolutionôs,
form ed upon false and erroneous allegations, and that the sam e is false, vexatious and scandalous; and calculated only
for the seditious purposes of keeping up a spirit of clam or and discontent in said province.ò The king accepted the
report, and acted accordingly. Franklin w ent hom e alone. W e know  not w hy his friends thus apparently deserted him .

The next m orning, w hich w as Sunday, Priestly breakfasted at Franklinôs table. H e represents him  as saying that he could
not have borne the insults heaped upon him  by the privy council, but for the consciousness, that he had done only that
w hich w as right. O n M onday m orning Franklin received a laconic letter from  the Postm aster G eneral, inform ing him  that
the king had found it necessary to dism iss him  from  the office of deputy Postm aster G eneral in A m erica.



This outrage, inflicted by the privy council of G reat Britain, upon a friendly am bassador from  her colonies, w ho had
visited her court w ith the desire to prom ote union and harm ony, w as one of the m ost atrocious acts ever perpetrated by
m en above the rank of vagabonds in their drunken carousals. Franklin, in transm itting an account to M assachusetts,
w rites in a noble strain:

ñW hat I feel on m y ow n account, is half lost in w hat I feel for the public. W hen I see that all petitions
and com plaints of grievances, are so odious to governm ent, that even the m ere pipe w hich conveys
them , becom es obnoxious, I am  at a loss to know  how  peace and union are to be m aintained, and
restored betw een the different parts of the em pire. G rievances cannot be redressed, unless they are
know n. A nd they cannot be know n, but through com plaints and petitions. If these are deem ed affronts,
and the m essengers punished as offenders, w ho w ill henceforth send petitions? and w ho w ill deliver
them ?ò

The speech of W edderburn gave great delight to all the Tory party. It w as derisively said, ñthat the lords of the council,
w ent to their cham ber, as to a bull-baiting, and hounded on the Solicitor G eneral w ith loud applause and laughter.ò M r.
Fox, w riting of the assault said, ñA ll m en tossed up their hats and clapped their hands, in boundless delight.ò

W hen the tidings of the affair reached A m erica, it added intensity to the anim osity, then rapidly increasing, against the
B ritish governm ent. The dism issal of Franklin from  the post-office, w as deem ed equivalent to the seizure, by the crow n,
of that im portant branch of the governm ent. N one but the creatures of the M inistry w ere to be postm asters. C onsequently
patriotic A m ericans could no longer entrust their letters to the m ail. Private arrangem ents w ere im m ediately m ade for the
conveyance of letters; and w ith so m uch efficiency, that the general office, w hich had heretofore contributed fifteen
thousand dollars annually to the public treasury, never after paid into it one farthing.[24]

The spirit of the Tories m ay be inferred from  that of one of the m ost applauded and influential of their leaders. D r.
Sam uel Johnson, w ho w rote the notorious ñTaxation no Tyranny,ò said,

ñThe A m ericans are a race of convicts. They ought to be thankful for any thing w e can give them . I am  w illing to love all
m ankind except an A m erican.ò Bosw ell in quoting one of his insane tirades w rites, ñH is inflam m able corruption,
bursting into horrid fire, he breathed out threatenings and slaughter, calling them  rascals, robbers, pirates, and
exclaim ing that he w ould burn and destroy them .ò

It w as a day of vicious indulgence, of dissipation in every form , w hen it w as fashionable to be godless, and to sneer at
all the restraints of the C hristian religion. Volum es m ight be filled w ith accounts of the atrocities perpetrated by drunken
lords at the gam ing table and in m idnight revel through the streets. Such m en of influence and rank as Fox, Lord D erby,
the D uke of A ncaster, inflam ed w ith w ine, could set the police at defiance. They w ere constantly engaged in orgies
w hich w ould disgrace the m ost degraded w retches, in the vilest haunts of infam y in our cities. Instead of gam bling for
copper, they gam bled for gold. H orace W alpole testifies that at one of the m ost fashionable clubs, at A lm ackôs, they
played only for rouleaux of tw o hundred and fifty dollars each. There w ere often fifty thousand dollars in specie on the
gam ing tables, around w hich these bloated inebriates w ere gathered. It is said that Lord H olland paid the gam bling debts
of his tw o sons to the am ount of one hundred thousand dollars.

The trade of the colonies had becom e of im m ense value to the m other country. It am ounted to six and a half m illions
sterling a year. Philadelphia num bered forty thousand inhabitants. C harleston, South C arolina, had becom e one of the
m ost beautiful and healthy cities in A m erica. The harbor w as crow ded w ith shipping, the streets w ere lined w ith
m ansions of great architectural beauty. G orgeous equipages w ere seen, alm ost rivaling the display in French and English
capitals. But there w ere m any Tories in Charleston, as m alignant in their opposition to the popular cause in A m erica, as
any of the aristocrats to be found in London.

The unpardonable insult w hich Franklin had received, closed his official labors in London. H is personal friends and the
O pposition rallied m ore affectionately than ever around him . But he ceased to appear at court and w as seldom  present at
the dinner-parties of the m inisters. Still he w as constantly and efficiently em ployed in behalf of his country. The leaders
of the opposition w ere in constant conference w ith him . H e w rote m any pam phlets and published articles in the journals,
w hich exerted an extended and pow erful influence. H e w rote to his friends at hom e, in O ctober, 1774,

ñM y situation here is thought, by m any, to be a little hazardous; for if by som e accident the troops and



people of N ew  England should com e to blow s, I should probably be taken up; the m inisterial people,
affecting everyw here to represent m e as the cause of all the m isunderstanding. A nd I have been
frequently cautioned to secure all m y papers, and by som e advised to w ithdraw . B ut I venture to stay,
in com pliance w ith the w ish of others, till the result of the C ongress arrives, since they suppose m y
being here m ight, on that occasion, be of use. A nd I confide in m y innocence, that the w orst that can
happen to m e w ill be an im prisonm ent upon suspicion; though that is a thing I should m uch desire to
avoid, as it m ay be expensive and vexatious, as w ell as dangerous to m y health.ò



CHAPTER XII.

The Bloodhounds of W ar Unleashed.

The m ission of Josiah Q uincyð Love of England by the A m ericansð Petition to the kingð Sickness and death
of M rs. Franklinð Lord C hatham ð H is speech in favor of the colonistsð Lord H ow eð H is interview  w ith
Franklinð Firm ness of Franklinð H is indignationð H is m irthð Franklinôs fableð H e em barks for
Philadelphiað Feeble condition of the coloniesð Englandôs expressions of contem ptð Franklinôs reception
at Philadelphiað H is letter to Edm und B urkeð Post-office arrangem entsð D efection and conduct of W illiam
Franklinð H is arrest.

Y oung Josiah Q uincy, of B oston, one of the noblest of patriots, w ho w as dying of consum ption, visited London, w ith
instructions to confer w ith Franklin upon the posture of affairs. H e w rote hom e, in the m ost com m endatory term s, of the
zeal and sagacity w ith w hich Franklin w as devoting him self to the interests of his country. Tory spies w ere w atching his
every m ovem ent, and listening to catch every w ord w hich fell from  his lips. Lord H illsborough, in a debate in the H ouse
of Lords, said,

ñThere are tw o m en, w alking in the streets of London, w ho ought to be in N ew gate or at Tyburn.ò

The duke of R ichm ond dem anded their nam es, saying that if such w ere the fact the m inistry w ere severely to be blam ed.
H illsborough declined to give their nam es; but it w as generally know n that he referred to D r. Franklin and Josiah
Q uincy.

The policy of Franklin w as clearly defined, and unchanging. H e said virtually, to his countrym en, ñPerform  no political
act against the governm ent, utter no m enace, and do no act of violence w hatever. B ut firm ly and perseveringly unite in
consum ing no English goods. There is nothing in this w hich any one w ill pronounce to be, in the slightest degree, illegal.
The sudden and total loss of the trade w ith A m erica, w ill, in one year, create such a clam or, from  the capitalists and
industrial classes of England, Ireland and Scotland, that the despotic governm ent w ill be com pelled to retrace its steps.ò

Even at this tim e the A m ericans had no desire to break loose from  the governm ent of G reat B ritain. England w as
em phatically their hom e. Englishm en w ere their brothers. In England their fathers w ere gathered to the grave. The
A m ericans did not assum e a new  nam e. They still called them selves Englishm en. They w ere proud to be m em bers of the
m ajestic kingdom , w hich then stood at the head of the w orld.

Congress m et. Its m em bers, perhaps w ithout exception, w ere yearning for reconciliation w ith the m other-country, and for
sincere and cordial friendship. It w as resolved to m ake another solem n appeal to the king, w hom  they had ever been
accustom ed to revere, and, in a fraternal spirit, to address their brethren, the people of England, w hom  they w ished to
regard w ith all the respect due to elder brothers.

The intelligence of C hristendom  has applauded the dignity and the pathos of these docum ents. The appeal fell upon the
profane, gam bling, w ine-bloated aristocrats of the court, as if it had been addressed to the m arble statuary in the B ritish
M useum . N ay w orse. Those statues w ould have listened in respectful silence. N o contem ptuous laughter, and no oaths of
m enace, w ould have burst from  their m arble lips. The follow ing brief extract w ill show  the spirit w hich pervaded these
noble docum ents. It is one of the closing sentences of the address to the king:

ñPerm it us then, m ost gracious sovereign, in the nam e of all your faithful people in A m erica, w ith the
utm ost hum ility to im plore you, for the honor of A lm ighty G od, w hose pure religion our enem ies are
underm ining; for the glory w hich can be advanced only by rendering your subjects happy and keeping
them  united; for the interests of your fam ily, depending on an adherence to the principle that enthroned
it; for the safety and w elfare of your kingdom  and dom inions, threatened w ith unavoidable dangers,
and distresses; that your m ajesty, as the loving father of your w hole people, connected by the sam e
bands of law , loyalty, faith and blood, though dw elling in various countries, w ill not suffer the
transcendent relation, form ed by these ties, to be further violated, in uncertain expectation of effects
w hich, if attained, never can com pensate for the calam ities through w hich they m ust be gained.ò

This petition w as sent to Franklin, and the other colony agents, to be presented by them  to the king. They w ere instructed
also to publish both the Petition and the A ddress, in the new spapers, and to give them  as w ide a circulation as possible.



D r. Franklin, w ith tw o other agents, A rthur Lee and M r. Bollan, presented to Lord D artm outh the petition to be handed
by him  to the king. They w ere soon inform ed that the king received it graciously, and w ould subm it the consideration of
it to Parliam ent. It w as thought not respectful to the king to publish it before he had presented it to that body. But as usual,
the infatuation of both king and court w as such, that everything that cam e from  the A m ericans w as treated w ith neglect, if
not w ith contem pt. The all-im portant petition w as buried in a pile of docum ents upon all conceivable subjects, and not
one w ord w as said to com m end it to the consideration of either house. For three days it rem ained unnoticed. D r.
Franklin, then, w ith his tw o com panions, solicited perm ission to be heard at the bar of the house. Their request w as
refused. This brought the question into debate.

The H ouse of Com m ons w as at that tim e but a reflected im age of the H ouse of Lords. It w as com posed alm ost
exclusively, of the younger sons of the nobles, and such other obsequious servants of the aristocracy, as they, w ith their
vast w ealth and patronage, saw  fit to have elected. There w as an im m ense Tory m ajority in the H ouse. They assailed the
petition w ith vulgarity of abuse, w hich could scarcely be exceeded; and then dism issed it from  further consideration.
N oble lords m ade them selves m erry in depicting the alacrity w ith w hich a w hole arm y of A m ericans w ould disperse at
the very sound of a British cannon.

W hile these disastrous events w ere taking place in Englandð events, sure to usher in a cruel and bloody w ar, bearing on
its w ings terror and conflagration, tears and blood, a dom estic tragedy w as taking place in the far distant hom e of
Franklin on the banks of the D elaw are. M rs. Franklin had been separated from  her husband for nearly ten years. She w as
a cheerful, m otherly w om an, ever blessing her hom e w ith sm iles and w ith kindly w ords; and in the society of her
daughter and her grandchildren, she found a constant joy. The lapse of three-score years and ten, had not brought their
usual infirm ities. Though yearning intensely for the return of her husband, she did not allow  the separation seriously to
m ar her happiness. Every spring she w as confident that he w ould return the next autum n, and then bore her
disappointm ent bravely in the assurance that she should see him  the com ing spring.

In D ecem ber, 1774, she w as suddenly stricken dow n by a paralytic stroke. Five days of unconscious slum ber passed
aw ay, w hen she fell into that deep and dream less sleep, w hich has no earthly w aking. H er funeral w as attended by a
large concourse of citizens, w ith every testim onial of respect. Som e of Franklinôs oldest friends bore the coffin to the
churchyard, w here the rem ains of the affectionate w ife and m other w ho had so nobly fulfilled lifeôs duties, w ere placed
by the side of her father, her m other, and her infant son.

Feelingly does M r. Parton w rite, ñIt is m ournful to think that for so m any years, she should have been deprived of her
husbandôs society. The very qualities w hich m ade her so good a w ife, rendered it possible for him  to rem ain absent from
his affairs.ò

Franklin, all unconscious of the calam ity w hich had darkened his hom e, and w eary of the conflict w ith the British court,
w as eagerly m aking preparations to return to Philadelphia.

The aged, illustrious, eloquent Earl of Chatham , one of the noblest of Englandôs all grasping and am bitious sons, sought
an interview  w ith Franklin. H e utterly condem ned the policy of the B ritish cabinet. H is sym pathies w ere, not only from
principles of policy, but from  convictions of justice, cordially w ith the A m ericans. H e felt sure that unless the court
should retrace its steps, w ar w ould ensue, and A m erican Independence w ould follow , and that England, w ith the loss of
her colonies, w ould find m ercantile im poverishm ent and political w eakness. In the course of conversation, he im plied
that A m erica m ight be even then, contem plating independence. Franklin, in his account of the interview  w rites,

ñI assured him  that having m ore than once traveled alm ost from  one end of the continent to the other,
and kept a great variety of com pany, eating, drinking and conversing w ith them  freely, I had never
heard in any conversation from  any person, drunk or sober, the least expression of a w ish for a
separation, or a hint that such a thing w ould be advantageous to A m erica.ò

In a subsequent interview , the Earl of Chatham , alluding to the conduct of C ongress, in draw ing up the petition and
address, said,

ñThey have acted w ith so m uch tem per, m oderation and w isdom , that I think it the m ost honorable assem bly of statesm en
since those of the G reeks and Rom ans, of the m ost virtuous tim es.ò

In a subsequent interview , D r. Franklin expressed, to the earl, his apprehension that the continuance of the B ritish arm y
in B oston, w hich w as the source of constant irritation to the people, m ight eventually lead to a quarrel, perhaps betw een



a drunken porter and a soldier, and that thus tum ult and bloodshed m ight be introduced, leading to consequences w hich
no one could foresee.

Lord C hatham  felt the force of these rem arks, w hich soon received their striking illustration, in w hat w as called the
B oston M assacre. H e therefore declared his intention of repairing to the H ouse of Lords, to introduce a resolve for the
im m ediate w ithdraw al of the troops from  B oston. The tidings w ere soon noised abroad that the eloquent earl, then
probably the m ost illustrious m an in England, w as to m ake a speech in favor of A m erica. The eventful day arrived. The
hall w as crow ded. D r. Franklin had a special invitation from  the earl to be present. The friends of A m erica w ere there,
few  in num bers, and the enem ies in all their strength.

Lord C hatham  m ade a speech, w hich in logical pow er and glow ing eloquence, has perhaps never been surpassed.
Franklin had im pressed him  w ith the conviction that the determ ination of the A m ericans to defend their rights w as such,
that if, w ith fleet and arm y, the governm ent w ere to ravage all the coast and burn all the cities, the A m ericans w ould
retreat back into the forests, in the m aintenance of their liberty. Full of this idea, Lord Chatham  exclaim ed, w ith
prophetic pow er,

ñW e shall be forced ultim ately to retract. Let us retract w hile w e can, not w hen w e m ust. I say w e m ust necessarily undo
these violent oppressive acts. Y ou w ill repeal them . I pledge m yself for it. I stake m y reputation on it. I w ill consent to
be taken for an idiot, if they are not finally repealed.ò

Franklin w rites, ñA ll availed no m ore than the w histling of the w ind. The m otion w as rejected. Sixteen Scotch peers and
tw enty-four bishops, w ith all the lords in possession or expectation of places, w hen they vote together unanim ously for
m inisterial m easures, as they generally do, m ake a dead m ajority, that renders all debate ridiculous in itself, since it can
answ er no end.ò

Though the speech produced no im pression upon the obdurate H ouse of Lords, it had a very pow erful effect upon the
public m ind. It w as read in A m erica, in collegiate halls, in the w ork-shop and at the farm erôs fireside, w ith delight
w hich cannot be described. A  few  days after the speech, D r. Franklin, w riting to Lord Stanhope, said,

ñD r. Franklin is filled w ith adm iration of that truly great m an. H e has seen, in the course of life,
som etim es eloquence w ithout w isdom , and often w isdom  w ithout eloquence; in the present instance he
sees both united, and both he thinks in the highest degree possible.ò

Slow ly the m inistry w ere aw aking to the conviction that A m erican affairs, if not settled, m ight yet cause them  m uch
trouble. In various underhand w ays, they approached Franklin. It w as generally understood that every m an had his price;
that the influence of one m an could be bought for a few  hundred pounds; that another w ould require a lucrative and
honorable office. Though the reputation of Franklin w as such, that it w as a delicate m atter to approach him  w ith bribes,
still som e of them  now  com m enced a course of flattery, endeavoring to secure his coºperation. It w as thought that his
influence w ith his countrym en w as so great, that they w ould accede to any term s he should recom m end.

Lord H ow e called upon Franklin, and, in the nam e of Lord N orth and Lord D artm outh, the tw o m ost influential m em bers
of the m inistry, inform ed him  that they sincerely sought reconciliation, and that they w ere prepared to listen favorably, to
any reasonable propositions he m ight offer. Lord H ow e w as the friend of Franklin and of A m erica. These unexpected
and joyful tidings affected Franklin so deeply, that he could not conceal the tears w hich rolled dow n his cheeks.

Lord H ow e then added that he w as instructed to say, that the service he w ould thus render both England and A m erica,
w ould be of priceless value, and that though the m inisters could not think of influencing him  by any selfish m otives, he
m ight expect, in return, any rew ard w hich it w as in the pow er of governm ent to bestow. ñThis,ò said Franklin, ñw as
w hat the French vulgarly called spitting in the soup.ò

B ut again there w as a m eeting of Parliam ent. A gain it becam e evident that the m inistry w ould accede to no term s, w hich
did not secure the entire subjugation of A m erica. Lord C hatham  m ade a renew ed attem pt to conciliate. H is propositions
w ere rejected w ith scorn. In the m eantim e D r. Franklin had presented som e H ints, draw n up in the m ost liberal spirit of
com prom ise, but w hich still m aintained the A m erican principle, that the colonists could not be taxed at the pleasure of
the court, w ithout having any voice them selves in the am ount w hich they w ere to pay.

Soon after this, M r. B arclay called upon Franklin in the nam e of the governm ent, and after a long, and to Franklin,
disgusting diplom atic harangue, ventured to say to him , that if he w ould only com ply w ith the w ishes of the m inistry, he



m ight expect alm ost any rew ard he could w ish for. Even the im perturbable spirit of Franklin w as roused. H e replied,

ñThe m inistry, I am  sure, w ould rather give m e a place in a cart to Tyburn, than any other place w hatever. I sincerely
w ish to be serviceable; and I need no other inducem ent that I m ight be so.ò

In another interview , w hich soon follow ed, it appeared that the governm ent refused to concede a single point w hich the
A m ericans deem ed essential. They refused to w ithdraw  the troops; refused to allow  the colonial governors to appoint
the collectors of the custom s; persisted in building fortresses to hold the people in subjection; and adhered to the claim
of Parliam ent to legislate for the colonies. Franklin said,

ñW hile Parliam ent claim s the pow er of altering our constitution at pleasure, there can be no agreem ent. W e are rendered
unsafe in every privilege, and are secure in nothing.ò

M r. B arclay insolently replied, ñIt w ould be w ell for the A m ericans to com e to an agreem ent w ith the court of G reat
B ritain. They ought not to forget how  easy a thing it w ill be for the British m en-of-w ar to lay all their seaport tow ns in
ashes.ò

ñI grew  w arm ,ò w rites Franklin; ñsaid that the chief part of m y little property consisted of houses in those tow ns; that
they m ight m ake bon-fires of them  w henever they pleased; that the fear of losing them  w ould never alter m y resolution to
resist to the last, such claim s of Parliam ent; and that it behoved this country to take care w hat m ischief it did us; for that
sooner or later it w ould certainly be obliged to m ake good all dam ages, w ith interest.ò

Still again these corrupt m en, w ho are selling them selves and buying others, approached Franklin w ith attem pts to bribe
him . ñThey could not com prehend that any m an could be above the reach of such influences. It w as contem plated sending
Lord H ow e to A m erica as a C om m issioner. H e applied to Franklin to go w ith him  as friend, assistant or secretary.

Lord H ow e said to Franklin, that he could not think of undertaking the m ission w ithout him ; that if he effected any thing
valuable, it m ust be ow ing to the advice Franklin w ould afford him ; and that he should m ake no scruple of giving him  the
full honor of it. H e assured him  that the m inistry did not expect his assistance w ithout a proper consideration; that they
w ished to m ake generous and am ple appointm ents for those w ho aided them , and also w ould give them  the prom ise of
subsequent m ore am ple rew ards.

ñA nd,ò said he, w ith m arked em phasis, ñthat the m inistry m ay have an opportunity of show ing their good disposition
tow ard yourself, w ill you give m e leave, M r. Franklin, to procure for you, previously, som e m ark of it; suppose the
paym ent here, of the arrears of your salary as agent for N ew  England, w hich, I understand, they have stopped for som e
tim e past.ò

It w ill be rem em bered that Lord H ow e w as sincerely the friend of A m erica, and that he anxiously desired to see friendly
relations restored. Franklin therefore restrained his displeasure, and courteously replied,

ñM y Lord, I shall deem  it a great honor to be, in any shape, joined w ith your lordship in so good a w ork. But if you hope
service from  any influence I m ay be supposed to have, drop all thoughts of procuring m e any previous favors from
m inisters. M y accepting them  w ould destroy the very influence you propose to m ake use of. They w ould be considered
as so m any bribes to betray the interests of m y country. O nly let m e see the propositions and I shall not hesitate for a
m om ent.ò

R epeated interview s ensued, betw een Franklin and both the friends and the enem ies of the A m ericans. There w ere
interm inable conferences. B ut the court w as im placable in its resolve, to m aintain a suprem e and exclusive control over
the colonies. Every hour of Franklinôs tim e w as engrossed. M erchants and m anufacturers, Tories and the opposition,
lords tem poral, and lords spiritual, all called upon him  w ith their several plans. There w ere m any A m ericans in London,
including a large num ber of Q uakers. These crow ded the apartm ent of Franklin. The negotiations w ere term inated by a
debate in the H ouse of Lords, in w hich the A m ericans w ere assailed in the vilest language of insult and abuse w hich can
be coined. Franklin w as present. H e w rites,

ñW e w ere treated w ith the utm ost contem pt, as the low est of m ankind, and alm ost of a different species
from  the English of B ritain. Particularly A m erican honesty w as abused by som e of the lords, w ho
asserted that w e w ere all knaves, and w anted only, by this dispute, to avoid paying our debts.ò

Franklin returned to his hom e, w ith feelings of indignation, w hich his calm  spirit had rarely before experienced. H e



resolved no longer to have any thing to do w ith the hostile governing pow ers of England. H e had loved the British
em pire. H e felt proud of its renow n, and that A m erica w as but part and parcel of its greatness. B ut there w as no longer
hope, that there could be any escape from  the aw ful appeal to arm s. Though that m easure w ould be fraught w ith
inconceivable w oes for his countrym en, he w as assured that they w ould never subm it. They w ould now  m arch to
independence though the path led through scenes of conflagration, blood and unutterable w oe. H is experience placed him
in advance of all his countrym en.

Franklin im m ediately com m enced packing his trunks. A stonishing, alm ost incredible as it m ay appear, the evidence
seem s conclusive that through all these trying scenes, Franklin w as a cheerful, it is hardly too strong a w ord to use, a
jovial m an. It has been w ell said, that to be angry is to punish oneôs self for the sins of another. O ur philosopher had no
idea of m aking him self unhappy, because B ritish lords behaved like knaves. H e continued to be one of the m ost
entertaining of com panions. A  cloudless sun seem ed to shine w herever he m oved. H e m ade w itty speeches. H e w rote the
m ost am using articles for the journals, and the invariable gayety of his m ind caused his society to be eagerly sought for.

O ne evening he attended quite a brilliant party at a noblem anôs house, w ho w as a friend to A m erica. The conversation
chanced to turn upon Esopôs fables. It w as said that that m ine of illustration w as exhausted. Franklin, after a m om entôs
thought, rem arked, that m any new  fables could be invented, as instructive as any of those of Esop, G ay, or La Fontaine.
C an you think of one now , asked a lord. ñI think so,ò said Franklin, ñif you w ill furnish m e w ith pencil and paper.ò H e
im m ediately sat dow n, surrounded by the gay assem bly, and w rote, as rapidly as his pencil could m ove,

ñTH E EA G LE A N D  TH E C A T.ò

ñO nce upon a tim e an eagle, scaling round a farm erôs barn, and espying a hare, darted dow n upon him
like a sunbeam , seized him  in his claw s, and rem ounted w ith him  into the air. H e soon found that he
had a creature of m ore courage and strength than the hare; for w hich he had m istaken a cat. The
snarling and scram bling of his prey w ere very inconvenient. A nd w hat w as w orse, she had disengaged
herself from  his talons, grasped his body w ith her four lim bs, so as to stop his breath, and seized fast
hold of his throat, w ith her teeth.

òóPray,ô said the eagle, ólet go your hold, and I w ill release you.ô

ñóV ery fine,ô said the cat. óB ut I have no fancy to fall from  this height, and to be crushed to death. Y ou
have taken m e up, and you shall stoop and let m e dow n.ô

ñThe eagle thought it necessary to stoop accordingly.ò

This adm irable fable w as read to the com pany; and, as all w ere in sym pathy w ith A m erica, it w as received w ith great
applause. Little, how ever, did any of them  then im agine, how  invincible w as the anim al the British governm ent w as
about to clutch in its talons, supposing it to be a defenseless hare.

Franklin spent his last day in London w ith D r. Priestly. The D octor bears glow ing testim ony to his adm irable character.
M any thought D r. Franklin heartless, since, in view  of all the horrors of a civil w ar, his hilarity w as never interrupted.
Priestly, alluding to this charge against Franklin, says, that they spent the day looking over the A m erican papers, and
extracting from  them  passages to be published in England. ñIn reading them ,ò he w rites, ñFranklin w as frequently not
able to proceed for the tears literally running dow n his cheeks.ò Upon his departure, he surrendered his agency to A rthur
Lee. It w as the 21st of M arch, 1775, w hen Franklin em barked at Portsm outh, in a Pennsylvania packet.

Franklin w as apprehensive until the last m om ent, that he w ould not be perm itted to depart; that the court, w hich had
repeatedly denounced him  as a traitor, w ould arrest him  on som e frivolous charge. O n the voyage he w rote a m inute
narrative of his diplom atic career, occupying tw o hundred and fifty pages of foolscap. This im portant docum ent w as
given to his son W illiam  Franklin, w ho w as daily becom ing a m ore inveterate Tory, endeavoring to ingratiate him self
into favor w ith the court, from  w hich he had received the appointm ent of governor.

Franklin also sent a copy to M r. Jefferson, perhaps apprehensive that his son m ight not deal fairly w ith a docum ent
w hich so terribly condem ned the B ritish governm ent. The G overnor subsequently published the narrative. B ut there is
reason to suppose that he suppressed those passages, w hich revealed m ost clearly the atrocious conduct of the British
cabinet. Jefferson w rote som e years later, alluding to this docum ent:



ñI rem em ber that Lord N orthôs answ ers w ere dry, unyielding, in the spirit of unconditional subm ission,
and betrayed an absolute indifference to the occurrence of a rupture. A nd he said to the m ediators
distinctly, at last, that a rebellion w as not to be deprecated on the part of G reat Britain; that the
confiscations it w ould produce, w ould provide for m any of their friends.ò

The idea that the feeble A m ericans, scattered along a coast m ore than a thousand m iles in extent, w ithout a fortress, a
vessel of w ar, or a regim ent of regular troops, could w ithstand the fleets and arm ies of G reat Britain, w as never
entertained for a m om ent. Indeed, as w e now  contem plate the fearful odds, it causes oneôs heart to throb, and w e cannot
but be am azed at the courage w hich our patriotic fathers displayed.

It w as a com m on boast in England, that one regim ent of B ritish regulars could m arch from  Boston to C harleston, and
sw eep all opposition before them . A  band of ten w olves can put a flock of ten thousand sheep to flight. It w as quite a
pleasant thought, to the haughty court, that one or tw o ships of w ar, and tw o or three regim ents could be sent across the
A tlantic, seize and hang W ashington, Franklin, A dam s, Jefferson, and others of our leading patriots, and confiscate the
property of hundreds of others, for the enrichm ent of the favorites of the crow n.

ñThere w ill be no fighting;ò these deluded m en said, ñit w ill be a m ere holiday excursion. The turbulent and foolhardy
A m ericans w ill be brought to their senses, and, like w hipped spaniels, w ill faw n upon the hand w hich has chastised
them .ò

The voyage across the A tlantic occupied six w eeks. In the evening tw ilight of the 5th of M ay, the ship dropped anchor in
the D elaw are, opposite Philadelphia. Franklin landed, and w alked alone through the darkened streets tow ards his hom e.
It is difficult to im agine the em otions w ith w hich his heart m ust have been agitated in that hour. Ten years had elapsed
since he left his hom e. In the m eantim e his w ife had reared another dw elling, in M arket street, and there she had died. H e
had left his daughter Sarah, a child of tw elve years. H e w as to find her a m atron surrounded by her babes.

C ordially Franklin w as w elcom ed hom e. The w hole country resounded w ith the praises he so richly m erited. The
m orning after his arrival he w as unanim ously chosen by the A ssem bly, then in session, as a m em ber of the C ontinental
C ongress, w hich w as to m eet on the 10th of the m onth, in that city. Sixteen days before Franklinôs arrival the m em orable
conflicts of Lexington and C oncord had taken place. Probably never w ere m en m ore astounded, than w ere the m em bers
of the B ritish cabinet, in learning that the British regulars had been defeated, routed and put to precipitate flight by
A m erican farm ers w ith their fow ling-pieces. In this heroic conflict, w hose echoes reverberated around the w orld, the



A m ericans lost in killed and w ounded eighty-three. The B ritish lost tw o hundred and seventy-three. Franklin w rote to his
friend Edm und B urke,

ñG en. G ageôs troops m ade a m ost vigorous retreatð tw enty m iles in three hoursð scarce to be
paralleled in history. The feeble A m ericans, w ho pelted them  all the w ay, could scarce keep up w ith
them .ò

O n the 10th of M ay C ongress m et. There w ere still tw o parties, one in favor of renew ed attem pts at conciliation, before
draw ing the sw ord and throw ing aw ay the scabbard; the other felt that the pow ers of conciliation w ere exhausted, and
that nothing now  rem ained, but the arbitram ent of w ar.

G eorge W ashington w as chosen, by the A ssem bly, C om m ander-in-C hief of the A m erican forces. O n the 17th of June the
battle of Bunker H ill w as fought. M r. John D ickinson trem bled in view  of his great w ealth. H is w ife entreated him  to
w ithdraw  from  the conflict. Piteously she urged the considerations, that he w ould be hung, his w ife left a w idow , and his
children beggared and rendered infam ous. H e succeeded in passing a resolution in favor of a second petition to the king,
w hich he drew  up, and w hich the Tory G overnor Richard Penn w as to present. John A dam s, w ho w as w eary of having
his country continue in the attitude of a suppliant kneeling at the foot of the throne, opposed this petition, as a ñm easure of
im becility.ò

O ne of the first acts of C ongress w as to organize a system  for the safe conveyance of letters, w hich could no longer be
trusted in the hands of the agents of the British C ourt. Franklin w as appointed Postm aster G eneral. H e had attained the
age of sixty nine years. N otw ithstanding his gravity of character and his great w isdom , he had unfortunately becom e an
inveterate joker. H e could not refrain from  inserting, even in his m ost serious and earnest docum ents, som e w itticism ,
w hich m en of the intensity of soul of John A dam s and Thom as Jefferson, felt to be out of place. Still the w isdom  of his
counsels invariably com m anded respect. Upon learning of the burning of C harleston, he w rote to D r. Priestly,[25]

ñEngland has begun to burn our seaport tow ns, secure, I suppose, that w e shall never be able to return
the outrage in kind. She m ay, doubtless, destroy them  all. B ut if she w ishes to recover our com m erce,
are these the probable m eans? She m ust certainly be distracted; for no tradesm an, out of B edlam , ever
thought of increasing the num ber of his custom ers by knocking them  in the head; or of enabling them  to
pay their debts by burning their houses.ò

O ne of Franklinôs jokes, in C ongress, is very characteristic of the m an. It w as urged that the Episcopal clergy should be
directed to refrain from  praying for the king. Franklin quenched the injudicious m ovem ent w ith a w itticism .

ñThe m easure is quite unnecessary,ò said he. ñThe Episcopal clergy, to m y certain know ledge, have been constantly
praying, these tw enty years, that óG od w ould give to the king and council w isdom .ô A nd w e all know  that not the least
notice has been taken of that prayer. So itôs plain that those gentlem en have no interest in the court of H eaven.ò

If w e sow  the w ind w e m ust reap the w hirlw ind. Terrible w as the m ortification and m ental suffering w hich Franklin
endured from  the governor of N ew  Jersey. H e had lived dow n the prejudices connected w ith his birth and had becom e
an influential and popular m an. H e, w ith increasing tenacity adhered to the B ritish G overnm ent, and becam e even the
m alignant opponent of the A m ericans. H e pronounced the idea of their successfully resisting the pow er of G reat Britain,
as utterly absurd. H is m easures becam e so atrocious, as to excite the indignation of the people of N ew  Jersey. The
A ssem bly finally arrested him  and sent him , under guard, to B urlington. A s he continued contum acious and m enacing,
C ongress ordered him  to be rem oved to C onnecticut. The C onstitutional G azette of July 13th, 1776, contains the
follow ing allusion to this affair:

ñD ay before yesterday G overnor Franklin, of N ew  Jersey, passed through H artford, on his w ay to
G overnor Trum bull. M r. Franklin is a noted Tory and m inisterial tool, and has been exceedingly busy
in perplexing the cause of liberty, and in serving the designs of the B ritish king and his m inisters.

ñH e is son to D r. B enjam in Franklin, the genius of the day, and the great patron of A m erican liberty. If
his excellency escapes the vengeance of the people, due to the enorm ity of his crim es, his redem ption
w ill flow , not from  his personal m erit, but from  the high esteem  and veneration w hich the country
entertains for his honored father.ò

H is fam ily w as left in deep affliction. Franklin sent them  both sym pathy and m oney. The captive governor resided at



M iddletow n on parole. H ere the infatuated m an gathered around him  a band of Tories, m any of w hom  w ere rich, and
held convivial m eetings exceedingly exasperating, w hen B ritish arm ies w ere threatening the people w ith conflagration
and carnage.

Inflam ed w ith w ine, these bacchanals sang treasonable songs, the w hole com pany joining in chorus, w ith uproar w hich
drew  large groups around the house. The Tories professed utterly to despise the patriots, and doubted not that their
leaders w ould all soon be hung. O ne m idnight the governor, w ith his boon com panions, having indulged in the w ildest of
their orgies, sallied into the streets, w ith such uproar as to m ake night hideous. The w atch found it needful to interfere.
The drunken governor called one of them  a dam ned villain and threatened to flog him . A  report of these proceedings w as
sent to C ongress.

Soon after it w as ascertained that he w as an active agent for the B ritish m inistry. H e w as then confined in Litchfield jail,
and deprived of pen, ink and paper. For tw o years he suffered this w ell-m erited im prisonm ent. M rs. governor Franklin
never saw  her husband again. G rief-stricken, she fell sick, and died in N ew  Y ork in July, 1778.

A fter an im prisonm ent of tw o years and four m onths, W illiam  Franklin w as exchanged, and he took refuge w ithin the
B ritish lines at N ew  Y ork. H e received a pension from  the B ritish governm ent, lived hilariously, and devoted his
energies to a vigorous prosecution of the w ar against his countrym en. Franklin felt deeply this defection of his son. A fter
the lapse of nine years he w rote,

ñN othing has ever affected m e w ith such keen sensations, as to find m yself deserted in m y old age by
m y only son; and not only deserted but to find him  taking up arm s in a cause w herein m y good fam e,
fortune and life w ere at stake.ò[26]



CHAPTER XIII.

Progress of the W ar, both of Diplomacy and the
Sword.

Letter of H enry Laurensð Franklin visits the arm y before Bostonð Letter of M rs. A dam sð B urning of Falm outh
ð Franklinôs journey to M ontrealð The D eclaration of Independenceð A necdote of the H atterð Fram ing the
Constitutionð Lord H ow eôs D eclarationð Franklinôs replyð The Conferenceð Encouraging letter from
Franceð Franklinôs em bassy to Franceð The tw o parties in Franceð The voyageð The reception in France.

The spirit w hich, alm ost to that hour, had anim ated the people of A m erica,ð the m ost illustrious statesm en and com m on
people, w as attachm ent to O ld England. Their intense desire to m aintain friendly relations w ith the m other country, their
ñhom e,ò their revered and beloved hom e, m ay be inferred from  the follow ing extract from  a letter, w hich one of the
noblest of South Carolinians, H on. H enry Laurens, w rote to his son John. It bears the date of 1776. H e w rites, alluding to
the separation from  England, then beginning to be contem plated:

ñI can not rejoice in the dow nfall of an old friend, of a parent from  w hose nurturing breasts I have
draw n m y support and strength. Every evil w hich befalls old England grieves m e. W ould to G od she
had listened, in tim e, to the cries of her children. If m y ow n interests, if m y ow n rights alone had been
concerned, I w ould m ost freely have given the w hole to the dem ands and disposal of her m inisters, in
preference to a separation. But the rights of posterity w ere involved in the question. I happened to
stand as one of their representatives, and dared not betray their trust.ò

W ashington, A dam s, Jay, w ould have m ade alm ost any conceivable sacrifice of their personal interest, if they could
have averted the calam ity of a separation from  the hom e of their ancestors. But the conduct of the B ritish Cabinet w as not
only despotic, in the highest degree, but it w as insolent and contem ptuous beyond all endurance. It seem ed to be
generally assum ed that a m an, if born on the m ajestic continent of N orth A m erica, instead of being born on their little
island, m ust be an inferior being. They regarded A m ericans as slave-holders w ere accustom ed to regard the negro.
A lm ost every interview  resolved itself into an insult. C ourteous intercourse w as im possible. A ffection gave place to
detestation.

O n the 13th of Septem ber, 1775, C ongress assem bled in Philadelphia. Lexington, Bunker H ill, and other hostile acts of
our im placable foes, had throw n the w hole country into the m ost intense agitation. M ilitary com panies w ere every w here
being organized. M usket m anufactories and pow der m ills w ere reared. Ladies w ere busy scraping lint, and preparing
bandages. A nd w hat w as the cause of all this com m otion, w hich converted A m erica, for seven years, into an A celdam a
of blood and w oe?

It w as that haughty, insolent m en in England, claim ed the right to im pose taxes, to w hatever am ount they pleased, upon
their brother m en in A m erica. They did not blush to say, ñIt is the prerogative of us Englishm en to dem and of you
A m ericans such sum s of m oney as w e w ant. U nless, like obsequious slaves, you pay the m oney, w ithout m urm uring, w e
w ill burn your cities and deluge your w hole land in blood.ò

W ashington w as assem bling quite an arm y of A m erican troops around B oston, holding the foe in close siege there.
Franklin w as sent, by C ongress, as one of a com m ittee of three, to confer w ith W ashington upon raising and supplying the
A m erican arm y. A m idst all these terrific excitem ents and perils this w onderful m an could not refrain from  giving
expression to his sense of the ludicrous. The day before leaving Philadelphia, he w rote to D r. Priestly the follow ing
hum orous sum m ary of the result of the B ritish operations thus far.

ñBritain at the expense of three m illions, has killed one hundred and fifty Y ankees this cam paign,
w hich is tw enty thousand pounds a head. A nd, at B unker H ill, she gained a m ile of ground, half of
w hich she lost again by our taking post on Ploughed H ill. D uring the sam e tim e sixty thousand children
have been born in A m erica. From  these data, D r. Priceôs m athem atical head w ill easily calculate the
tim e and expense necessary to kill us all, and conquer our w hole territory.ò

It required a journey of thirteen days, for the C om m issioners to pass from  Philadelphia to Cam bridge. O n the 4th of
O ctober they reached the cam p. M rs. John A dam s, w ho w as equal to her husband in patriotism , in intellectual ability and



in self-denial, w rites,

ñI had the pleasure of dining w ith D r. Franklin, and of adm iring him  w hose character, from  infancy, I
had been taught to venerate. I found him  social, but not talkative; and w hen he spoke, som ething useful
dropped from  his tongue. H e w as grave, yet pleasant and affable. Y ou know  I m ake som e pretensions
to physiognom y, and I thought that I could read in his countenance, the virtues of his heart; and w ith that
is blended every virtue of a C hristian.ò

The conference lasted four days, and resulted in the adoption of very im portant m easures. W hile in the cam p, new s cam e
of the burning of Portland, then Falm outh. It w as a deed w hich w ould have disgraced A m erican savages. The tow n w as
entirely defenceless. It held out no m enace w hatever to the foe. The cold blasts of a M aine w inter w ere at hand. A
B ritish m an-of-w ar entered the harbor, and giving but a few  hours notice, that the sick and the dying m ight be rem oved,
and that the w om en and children m ight escape from  shot and shell, to the frozen fields, one hundred and thirty hum ble,
peaceful hom es w ere laid in ashes. The cruel flam es consum ed nearly all their household furniture, their clothing and the
frugal food they had laid in store for their long and dreary w inter. A  few  houses escaped the shells. M arines w ere landed
to apply the torch to them , that the destruction m ight be com plete.

There w ere several vessels in the harbor. The freezing, starving, hom eless w ives and daughters w ho had not strength to
toil through the w ilderness to seek distant cabins of refuge, m ight perhaps escape in them . To prevent this they w ere
burned to the w aterôs edge. It w as an infernal deed. It struck to the very heart of A m erica. Even now , after a lapse of one
hundred years, no A m erican can read an account of this outrage w ithout the flushed cheek and the m oistened eye w hich
indignation creates. M rs. A dam s w rote,

ñI could not join to-day in the petitions of our w orthy pastor for a reconciliation betw een our no longer
parent, but tyrant state, and these colonies. Let us separate. They are no longer w orthy to be our
brethren. Let us renounce them , and instead of supplications, as form erly for their prosperity and
happiness, let us beseech the A lm ighty to blast their councils and bring to naught all their devices.ò

Though Franklin w as the sw eetest tem pered of m en, he returned to Philadelphia w ith his spirit greatly em bittered against
the dem oniac foes of his country. For som e tim e no jokes escaped his lips or pen. In D ecem ber, A rnold, then a patriot
and a brave soldier, had m ade an unsuccessful attack upon Q uebec. H e had retired to M ontreal. Franklin w as again
appointed one of these com m issioners, to visit A rnold and advise respecting C anadian affairs.

M ost of the C anadians w ere C atholics. O ne of the com m issioners w as C harles Carroll of Carollton. H e had a brother
John, a Catholic priest, a m an of high culture, of irreproachable character and a sincere patriot. H e w as perfectly
fam iliar w ith the French language. B y the solicitation of Congress he w as induced to accom pany his brother on this
m ission. It w as hoped that he w ould be able to exert a pow erful influence over the Canadian clergy. Franklin and John
C arroll becam e intim ate and loving friends. It speaks w ell for both, that the free-thinking philosopher, and the C atholic
priest could so recognize each otherôs virtues, as to forget their speculative differences in m utual regard.

There w as before the com m issioners, a very laborious journey of five hundred m iles, m uch of it leading through an
alm ost unexplored w ilderness. It show s great zeal in Franklin, that at the age of seventy, he w as w illing to encounter
such exposure.

Late in M arch, the com m issioners left Philadelphia. In tw o days they reached N ew  Y ork. They found the place deserted
of its inhabitants. It w as held but by a few  soldiers, as it w as hourly expected that the B ritish, from  their fleet and
batteries, w ould open upon it a terrific bom bardm ent. H ow  little can w e im agine the sufferings w hich m ust ensue, w hen
thousands of fam ilies are driven, in terror, from  their hom es, from  all their m eans of support, to go they know  not w here,
and to live they know  not how .

A  few  sad days w ere passed in the ruined tow n, and on the 2d of A pril the party em barked, at five in the afternoon, in a
packet for A lbany. A t seven oôclock in the m orning of the 4th day, after an eventful voyage, in w hich they narrow ly
escaped shipw reck from  a gale in the H ighlands, they landed at A lbany, w here they w ere hospitably entertained by
G eneral Schuyler.

A fter a brief rest, on the 9th, they set out for Saratoga, w hich w as distant about thirty-tw o m iles. They w ere conveyed
over an exceedingly rough road of rocks, and corduroy and m ire, in a large, heavy, country w agon. From  this place,
Franklin w rote,



ñI begin to apprehend that I have undertaken a fatigue w hich, at m y tim e of life, m ay prove too m uch
for m e.ò

A fter a short tarry at the country seat of G eneral Sullivan at Saratoga, the party m oved on tow ard Lake G eorge. In those
northern latitudes the ground w as still covered w ith snow , and the lake w as filled w ith floating ice. Tw o days of very
exhausting travel brought them  to the southern shore of the beautiful but then dreary lake. H ere they took a large boat,
thirty-six feet long, and eight broad. It w as w hat w as called a bateau, w hich w as flat-bottom ed, and w as but one foot in
depth. There w as one m ast, and a blanket sail, w hich w as available w hen the w ind w as directly aft. There w as no cabin.
A  m ere aw ning sheltered partially from  w ind and rain.

Thus they crept across the lake, through m asses of ice, a distance of thirty-six m iles, in thirty-six hours. There w as a neck
of land, four m iles in breadth, w hich separated Lake G eorge from  Lake C ham plain. The heavy boat, placed on w heels,
w as dragged across by six yoke of oxen. A  delay of five days w as thus caused, before they w ere ready to em bark on the
latter lake. The navigation of this sm all sheet of w ater, surrounded by the prim eval forest, and w ith scarcely the cabin of
a w hite m an to be seen, m ust have been rom antic indeed.

They sailed w hen the w ind favored, and row ed w hen it w as adverse. A t night they ran ashore, built their cam p fire,
w hich illum ined lake and forest, boiled their coffee, cooked their viands, and, som e under the aw ning, and som e under
the shelter of a hastily constructed cam p, slept sw eetly. The ice greatly im peded their progress. In three and a half days,
they reached St. Johnôs, near the upper end of the lake. The toilsom e journey of another day, brought them  to M ontreal.
N one of the com m issioners w ere accustom ed to thus roughing it. A ll w ere greatly exhausted.

A  council of w ar w as convened. Canada w as clearly lost to the A m ericans. It w as at once decided that nothing rem ained
but to w ithdraw  the troops. Early in June, Franklin reached Philadelphia, from  his toilsom e journey. H e had been absent
about ten w eeks. The doom  of the proprietary governm ent over Pennsylvania, w as now  sealed. C ongress had voted that
all authority derived from  the king of England, w as extinct. A  conference of delegates w as appointed to organize a new
governm ent for the province. Franklin w as, of course, one of these delegates. A  com m ittee had been appointed, by
C ongress, to draw  up a D eclaration of Independence. The com m ittee consisted of Jefferson, Franklin, A dam s,
Livingston, and Sherm an.

The im m ortal docum ent, as all the w orld know s, cam e from  the pen of Jefferson. It w as offered to C ongress for
acceptance. M any frivolous objections w ere, of course, presented. O ne m an thought this phrase a little too severe.
A nother thought that a little too lenient. Franklin sat by the side of Jefferson, as the adm irable docum ent w as subjected to
this assailm ent. Turning to him  he said, in one of the m ost characteristic and popular of all his utterances,

ñW hen I w as a journeym an printer, one of m y com panions, an apprenticed hatter, w as about to open a shop for him self.
H is first concern w as to have a handsom e sign-board, w ith a proper inscription. H e com posed it in these w ords,

ñJohn Thom pson, H atter, m akes and sells H ats for ready M oney.ò

B ut he thought he w ould subm it it to his friends for their am endm ents. The first he show ed it to, thought the w ord hatter
tautologous; because follow ed by the w ords m akes hats, w hich show ed that he w as a hatter. It w as struck out. The next
observed that the w ord m akes, m ight as w ell be om itted, because his custom ers w ould not care w ho m ade the hats; if
good, and to their m ind, they w ould buy, by w hom soever m ade. H e struck it out. A  third said he thought the w ords, for
ready m oney, w ere useless; as it w as not the custom  of the place to sell on credit. Every one w ho purchased, expected to
pay. They w ere parted w ith. The inscription now  stood,

ñJohn Thom pson sells hats.ò

ñSells hats,ò says his next friend. ñW hy nobody w ill expect you to give them  aw ay. W hat then is the use of that w ord?ò It
w as stricken out, and hats follow ed, the rather as there w as one painted on the board. So his inscription w as reduced
ultim ately to John Thom pson, w ith the figure of a hat subjoined.ò

It w ill be rem em bered the readiness w ith w hich D r. Franklin, on the spur of the m om ent, threw  off the adm irable fable of
the Eagle and the H are. It is altogether probable that, in the inexhaustible resources of his genius, he im provised this
anecdote to m eet the exigencies of the occasion.

W hen the H essian troops, w hom  England had hired of a G erm an prince, arrived, intelligent m en in this country pitied



rather than blam ed those sim ple hearted peasants, w ho had no anim osity w hatever, against the A m ericans. They had been
com pelled, by their feudal lord, w ho w as really their slave m aster, to leave their low ly hom es on the Rhine, to unite w ith
English regulars and painted savages, in burning the hom es and butchering the people struggling for existence in the
w ilderness of the N ew  W orld.

A gain the all availing pen of Franklin w as called into requisition. By direction of C ongress he drew  up a friendly
address to these unfortunate m en, offering every G erm an, w ho w ould abandon the ignom inious service to w hich his
prince had sold him , a tract of rich land sufficient for an am ple farm . The address w as translated into G erm an. V arious
w ere the devices adopted, to give the docum ent circulation in the H essian cam p. It doubtless exerted a pow erful
influence, in disarm ing these highly disciplined troops of all anim osity. The effect w as perhaps seen in the spectacle
w itnessed a few  w eeks afterw ards, w hen nine hundred of these soldiers w ere led through the streets of Philadelphia,
prisoners of w ar. It is not im probable that m any of them  w ere m ore than w illing to throw  dow n their arm s.

O n the 20th of July, 1776, Franklin w as chosen by the Convention, one of nine delegates to represent Pennsylvania in the
national C ongress. O ne of the great difficulties to be surm ounted, in a union of the States, w as to give the great States,
like N ew  Y ork and Pennsylvania, their ow n preponderance in the confederacy, w hile the m inor states, like N ew  Jersey
and D elaw are, should not be shorn of their influence. The difficulty w as finally obviated by the present adm irable
arrangem ent, by w hich each State, great or sm all, has tw o representatives in the Senate, w hile their representation in the
H ouse depends upon the num ber of the population.

Franklin excelled in the art of ñputting things.ò H e silenced the dem and of the sm aller States, to be, in all respects, on an
equality w ith the larger, by saying,

ñLet the sm aller colonies give equal m oney and m en, and then have an equal vote. B ut if they have an equal vote, w ithout
bearing equal burdens, a confederation, upon such iniquitous principles, w ill never last long.ò

The convention, to form  a constitution for the State of Pennsylvania, m et at Philadelphia on the 16th of July, 1776.
Franklin w as unanim ously chosen President. N o pen can describe the intensity of his labors. A ll appreciated his
consum m ate w isdom , and yielded readily to his suggestions. Troops w ere hurrying to and fro. O ne hundred and tw enty
B ritish w ar vessels w ere in N ew  Y ork harbor. N o one knew  upon w hat seaport the thunderbolts of this form idable
arm am ent w ould be hurled. The A m ericans had been defeated on Long Island in A ugust, 1776, and had alm ost
m iraculously escaped w ith their field pieces and stores, across the East River to N ew  Y ork. This brilliant retreat w as
deem ed, by the A m ericans, alm ost equivalent to a victory.

Lord H ow e, the old friend of Franklin and a hum ane and respected Englishm an, w ho w as sincerely desirous of peace
w ith the C olonies, w as appointed A dm iral of the kingôs naval forces. H e accepted the appointm ent, w ith the hope that,
by the aid of Franklin, reconciliation m ight be effected. Still he w as an Englishm an and could not conceive that
A m ericans had any rights w hich the English governm ent w as bound to respect. The degree of his infatuation m ay be
inferred from  the fact that, as soon as he reached our shores, he published a D eclaration, w hich he circulated far and
w ide, stating that if the A m ericans w ould only give up the conflict and return to im plicit subm ission, the B ritish
G overnm ent w ould forgive their sins, pardon the guilty ones, w ith a few  exceptions, and receive them  again to favor.
The w eak m an seem ed really to think, that this w as an extraordinary act of clem ency on the part of the English C ourt.

The reply, w hich Franklin drew  up, to the D eclaration, w as grand. A nd it w as the m ore grand w hen w e reflect that it w as
addressed to a m an w ho w as supported by an arm y, of w e know  not how  m any thousand B ritish regulars, and by a fleet
of one hundred and tw enty w ar vessels, m any of w hich w ere of gigantic arm am ent. A dm iral H ow e had w ritten a
courteous private letter to D r. Franklin, in w hich he enclosed the D eclaration. Congress gave Franklin perm ission to
reply. H e w rote,

ñM y lord; the official despatches to w hich you refer m e, contain nothing m ore than offers of pardon
upon subm ission. D irecting pardon to be offered to the colonies, w ho are the very parties injured,
expresses indeed that opinion of our ignorance, baseness, and insensibility w hich your uninform ed and
proud nation has long been pleased to entertain of us. It is im possible that w e should think of
subm ission to a governm ent that has, w ith the m ost w anton barbarity and cruelty, burnt our defenseless
tow ns, in the m idst of w inter, excited the savages to m assacre our farm ers, and our slaves to m urder
their m asters, and is, even now , bringing foreign m ercenaries to deluge our settlem ents w ith blood.ò



I have not space to copy the rem ainder of this adm irable letter. It w as delivered to Lord H ow e, on board his flag ship in
N ew  Y ork harbor, ten days after its date. A s he read it his countenance expressed surprise, and alm ost his only rem ark
w as, ñM y old friend has expressed him self very w arm ly.ò

A  few  w eeks later this good natured but w eak m an paroled G eneral Sullivan, w ho w as a prisoner of w ar, and sent him
to Philadelphia, w ith a m essage to C ongress w hich Lord H ow e cautiously declined to put upon paper. G eneral Sullivan
reduced the m essage to w riting and presented it to C ongress. It w as in substance as follow s:

ñThe governm ent of England cannot adm it that C ongress is a legitim ate body, to be recognized by any diplom atic
relations w hatever. It is but a tum ultous assem bly of m en w ho have treasonably conspired against their law ful sovereign.
Still the governm ent is w illing that Lord H ow e should confer w ith som e of the m em bers of congress, as private
gentlem en, to see if som e term s of accom m odation cannot be arranged.ò

A fter m uch and earnest discussion, in w hich a great diversity of opinion prevailed, it w as voted that G eneral Sullivan
should inform  A dm iral H ow e, that a com m ittee of three w ould be sent to ascertain w hether he ñhas any authority to treat
w ith persons, authorized by C ongress for that purpose.ò

B enjam in Franklin, John A dam s and Edw ard Rutledge com posed this com m ittee. A n antique house, nearly a hundred
years old, form erly the abode of w ealth and splendor, w hich stood in a green law n, but a few  rods from  the beach on the
w estern shore of Staten Island, w as chosen as the place for the conference. A  tw o daysô journey conveyed the com m ittee
to A m boy, opposite the house. A dam s traveled on horseback: Franklin and R utledge in a tw o w heel chaise.

A dm iral H ow e sent a boat, under the protection of a flag of truce, w ith an officer, w ho stated that he w as to be left
behind as a hostage for their safe return. Prom ptly they declined m anifesting any such distrust of the honor of A dm iral
H ow e, and took the hostage back in the boat w ith them . The barge, propelled by lusty row ers, soon reached the Staten
Island shore. A  large apartm ent of the old stone house had been richly decorated w ith m oss and branches in honor of the
occasion.

A  regim ent of H essians w as posted at that spot. The colonel drew  them  up in tw o lines and through this lane of soldiers
the com m issioners advanced from  the beach to the house. W hen A dm iral H ow e saw  that the officer he had sent as a
hostage had been returned, he said,

ñG entlem en, you pay m e a high com plim ent.ò

C ordially the kind-hearted adm iral received his guests, and invited them  to an am ple collation of cold ham , tongues,
m utton and w ine. M r. H enry Strachey, secretary of Lord H ow e, w rote a very full report of the interview , w hich accords
entirely w ith the narrative w hich John A dam s presented to C ongress. In as sincere and friendly w ords as hum an lips
could pronounce, the A dm iral assured the A m erican gentlem en of his earnest desire to prom ote reconciliation betw een
the colonists and the m other country. H e alluded to the fact that in England he had been regarded as the friend of
A m erica, and to the honor M assachusetts had conferred upon his fam ily by rearing a m onum ent to his brother, w ho had
fallen at Ticonderoga. Franklin w ell knew  that H ow e w as regarded as the friend of A m erica.

ñI assure you, gentlem en,ò said Lord H ow e, ñthat I esteem  that honor to m y fam ily, above all things in this w orld. Such is
m y gratitude and affection to this country, on that account, that I feel for A m erica as for a brother. A nd if A m erica should
fall, I should feel and lam ent it like the loss of a brother.ò The reply of Franklin to these sincere w ords, seem s a little
discourteous. A ssum ing an air of great indifference and confidence, as though the fall of A m erica w as an idea not to be
thought of, he bow ed, and w ith one of his blandest sm iles said, ñI assure you, m y lord, that w e w ill do everything in our
pow er to save your lordship from  that m ortification.ò

The adm iral w as feeling too deeply for jokes. H e w as w ounded by the rebuke apparently contained in the reply of his
old friend. B ut it m ust not be forgotten that Franklin, the sw eetest tem pered of m en, had not yet recovered from  the
indignation caused by the barbarities inflicted by the British governm ent upon the fam ilies of Falm outh. Every day w as
bringing tidings of the atrocities w hich England, through its savage allies, w as perpetrating on the frontiers, burning the
cabins of lonely farm ers, and tom ahaw king and scalping w om en and children. A nd he w as constrained to look upon Lord
H ow e as the agent of that governm ent, com m issioned to bear to the patriots of A m erica only the insulting m essages, that
the king and his m inisters w ould graciously pardon them  the crim e of attem pting to resist their despotism , if they w ould
ask forgiveness, and in future subm it uncom plainingly to the requirem ents of the crow n.



Thus, w hile the kind-hearted adm iral, w ith a bosom  glow ing w ith brotherly sym pathy, w as acting upon the assum ption
that the A m ericans should cherish undying em otions of gratitude to the king, that he w as so ready to forgive their
disobedience to his com m ands, Franklin and his com panions, found it difficult to restrain their em otions of indignation,
in view  of the truly diabolical course pursued by the B ritish governm ent. The court, in their judgm ent, m erited the
execrations not only of A m ericans but of all hum anity.

Lord H ow e very em phatically w ished the com m issioners to understand that he m et them  m erely as private individuals,
and that he could not, in the slightest degree, recognize any authority in Congress. Franklin coldly replied,

ñY our lordship m ay consider us in any view  you m ay think proper. W e, on our part, are at liberty to consider ourselves
in our real character.ò

John A dam s replied w ith w arm th, characteristic of his im petuous nature, ñY our lordship m ay consider m e in w hat light
you please. Indeed I should be w illing to consider m yself, for a few  m om ents, in any character w hich w ould be
agreeable to your lordship, except that of a British subject.ò

A s the conversation w as continued, Franklin said, ñW e have been deputed, by C ongress, sim ply to inquire of your
lordship w hat proposition you have to offer for the consideration of Congress. British troops have ravaged our country
and burnt our tow ns. W e cannot again be happy under the governm ent of G reat B ritain. A ll form er attachm ents are
obliterated. A m erica can never return to the dom ination of G reat B ritain.ò

M r. A dam s added, ñM y lord, it is not in our pow er to treat otherw ise than as independent states. For m y part, I avow
m y determ ination never to depart from  the idea of independency.ò

M r R utledge gave em phasis to these decisive w ords by saying, ñW ith regard to the people consenting to com e again
under the English governm ent, it is im possible. I can answ er for South Carolina. The royal governm ent there w as very
oppressive. A t last w e took the governm ent into our ow n hands. The people are now  settled, and happy, under that
governm ent. They w ould not now  return to the kingôs governm ent even if C ongress should desire it.ò

H ere the conference ended, by Lord H ow eôs stating, that, as they insisted upon independence, no accom m odation w as
possible. Lord H ow e courteously accom panied the A m erican gentlem en to the barge, and they w ere row ed over to the
N ew  Jersey shore. In the report they m ade to C ongress they stated, that the com m ission of Lord H ow e only conferred
upon him  authority to grant pardon to the A m ericans, w ith a few  exceptions, upon their entire subm ission to the king.

It required, in those days, a long tim e to cross the A tlantic. Seldom  could an answ er be obtained to a letter in less than
four or five m onths. To the usual delays and perils attached to the navigation of that storm y sea, there w as now  to be
added the danger of capture from  the sw arm  of British cruisers. C ongress had several agents on the continent. B ut m onths
passed aw ay, during w hich no letters w ere received from  them . This painful suspense w as relieved, in Septem ber, 1776,
by a long letter to D r. Franklin, from  a French gentlem an, D r. D ubourg. H e w as one of the prom inent philosophers of
Paris, and, by the request of C ount du B uffon, had translated into French, Franklinôs treatise upon electricity.

This letter w as very cautiously w ritten. It covered m any sheets of paper. The all im portant substance of the letter w as
alm ost concealed from  view  by the m ass of verbiage in w hich it w as enveloped. But a careful reading indicated that the
French m inistry and the nation w ere in sym pathy w ith the A m ericans; that w hile the m inistry w ished to avoid w ar w ith
England they w ould gladly, if it could be done secretly, send the A m ericans m oney and pow der, cannon and m uskets, and
that m any French generals of note w ere eager to join the A m erican arm y, and confer upon it the benefit of their
experience.

This new s sent a thrill of joy through hearts w hich recent reverses had rendered som ew hat desponding. It w as decided
im m ediately to send an em bassy of highest character to France. Three w ere to be chosen by ballot. O n the first ballot D r.
Franklin w as unanim ously elected. H e w as seventy years old. A nd yet probably there w as not another m an in A m erica so
w ell qualified to fill that difficult, delicate and responsible post. Franklin, in the saloons of diplom acy, w as fully the
peer of W ashington on the field of w ar. W hen the result of the ballot w as announced Franklin turned to D r. R ush, w ho
w as at his side, and said,

ñI am  old and good for nothing. But as the store-keepers say of their rem nants of cloth, óI am  but a fag end, and you m ay
have m e for w hat you please.ôò



Thom as Jefferson, then thirty-three years of age, and as pure a patriot as ever lived, w as next chosen. H e w as already
renow ned in France as the w riter of the D eclaration of Independence. Silas D eane, a native of Connecticut, and a
graduate of Y ale, then one of the agents in Europe, w as the third.

It required no little courage to cross the ocean, sw ept by the fleets of G reat B ritain. H ad Franklin or Jefferson fallen into
the hands of the British governm ent, it is certain that they w ould have suffered severe im prisonm ent; it is by no m eans
im probable that they w ould have been prom ptly hung as traitors. It w as a noble sacrifice for country w hich led Franklin,
having num bered his three-score years and ten, to incur these perils.[27]

Jefferson w as com pelled to decline the m ission, as his w ife, w hom  he loved w ith devotion rarely equalled, and perhaps
never surpassed, w as sick and dying. A rthur Lee, then in Europe, w as elected in his stead. H e w as a querulous, ill-
natured m an, ever in a broil. A  m ore unsuitable m an for the office could scarcely have been found.

There w ere tw o parties in France w ho favored the A m ericans. O ne consisted of enthusiastic young m en, w ho w ere
enam ored w ith the idea of republican liberty. They w ere w eary of Bourbon despotism . The character of Louis X V ., as
vile a king as ever sat upon a throne, w as loathsom e to them . They had read Jeffersonôs ñD eclaration,ò w ith delight; and
had engraven its im m ortal principles upon their hearts. The M arquis de Lafayette w as perhaps the m ost prom inent
m em ber of this party.

France hated England. That haughty governm ent had long been the m ost unpopular on the globe. England had m ade great
conquests from  France, and w as rich, intelligent and pow erful beyond any other nation. Prosperity had given her
arrogance, and she had placed her heel upon her hum iliated neighbors. There w as not a court in Europe w hich w ould not
have rejoiced to see England hum bled. The despotic court of France, and the m ost haughty nobles, w ere ready to
encounter any perils w hich held out a reasonable hope that England m ight be w eakened. Thus the sym pathies of all
France w ere united in favor of A m erica.

A nd now  the hour had com e. B y aiding the A m ericans, w ho had boldly declared their independence, they m ight not only
deprive England of those colonies w hose trade w as already invaluable to England, and w hich w ere rapidly increasing in
population, w ealth and pow er, but also they m ight aw aken such gratitude in the bosom s of A m ericans, that the trade of
the new  nation w ould be m ainly transferred to France.

Thus the court and the nobles, intent upon this object, did not hesitate to aid in the establishm ent of those principles of
liberty, fraternity and equality in A m erica, w hich eventually w helm ed in ruin the palaces and the castles of France.

It w as deem ed im portant to conceal, as long as possible, from  the B ritish governm ent the sym pathy and aid w hich France
w as about to m anifest for the A m ericans. A rthur Lee reported that an agent of the French governm ent had prom ised to
send from  H olland, tw o thousand pounds w orth of m ilitary stores. They w ere to be forw arded to one of the French W est
India islands, ostensibly for the service of those islands. The governor w as, how ever, instructed to surrender them  to a
secret agent of the A m erican C ongress. The plan failed. I have not space to record all the various stratagem s w hich w ere
devised to aid the A m ericans, w hile the m ovem ent w as carefully concealed from  the vigilant eyes of the English.

Franklin, w ith nobility of soul w hich should com m and the love of every A m erican, as one of his last deeds before he left
his country perhaps never to return, collected all the m oney he could com m and, about tw elve thousand dollars, and
loaned it to the governm ent, w hose treasury w as utterly im poverished. In those dark days, even that sm all sum  w as of
essential aid. In one of the last of Franklinôs letters, before he sailed, he w rote,

ñA s to our public affairs, I hope our people w ill keep up their courage. I have no doubt of their finally
succeeding by the blessing of G od; nor have I any doubt that so good a cause w ill fail of that blessing.
It is com puted that w e have already taken a m illion sterling from  the enem y. They m ust soon be sick of
their piratical project.ò

Franklin em barked in the R eprisal, a rapid sailing sloop of w ar of sixteen guns. H e took w ith him  his grandson, W illiam
Tem ple Franklin, son of the Tory governor, then a very handsom e boy of eighteen, and B enjam in Franklin B ache, eldest
son of his daughter, a lad of seven years. W illiam  Tem ple Franklin adhered firm ly to the political view s of his
grandfather. D r. Franklin intended to place B enjam in in a school in Paris.

Tory spies w ere w atching every m ovem ent of C ongress. This m ission to France w as kept a profound secret. H ad the
British governm ent know n that Benjam in Franklin w as about to cross the ocean, alm ost every ship in the B ritish navy



w ould have been sent in chase of him . O n the 26th of O ctober, 1776, he left Philadelphia, every precaution having been
adopted to keep his departure a secret. The vessel w as at anchor at M arcus H ook, in the D elaw are, three m iles beyond
C hester.

Fierce gales drove them  rapidly across the A tlantic. C aptain W ickes had received instructions to avoid fighting, if
possible. H e w as to devote all his energies to transporting his precious passenger as rapidly as possible, from  shore to
shore. They w ere often chased by cruisers. The vessel w as sm all, and Franklin, in his old age, w as sadly cram ped by his
narrow  accom m odations. H e says that of all his eight voyages this w as the m ost distressing. W hen near the coast of
France they captured an English brig, w ith a cargo of lum ber and w ine. O n the afternoon of the sam e day, they took
another brig, loaded w ith brandy and flax seed. England w as alm ost delirious w ith rage, in finding that the A m ericans
w ere bearing aw ay their prizes from  the channel itself, thus bidding proud defiance to those frigates and fortresses of
G reat Britain w hich had overaw ed the w orld.

O n the 29th of N ovem ber the R eprisal cast anchor in Q uiberon B ay. Franklin there obtained a post chaise to convey him
to N antes. H e w rites,

ñThe carriage w as a m iserable one, w ith tired horses, the evening dark, scarce a traveller but
ourselves on the road. A nd to m ake it m ore com fortable, the driver stopped near a w ood w e w ere to
pass through, to tell us that a gang of eighteen robbers infested that w ood, w ho, but tw o w eeks ago, had
robbed and m urdered som e travellers on that very spot.ò

Though absolutely no one in Europe knew  that Franklin w as expected, his fam e had preceded him . The scientists of
France w ere eager to render him  their hom age. French statesm en had learned, at the C ourt of St. Jam es, to respect his
grandeur of character, and his diplom atic abilities. H e w as a very handsom e m an, w ith a genial sm ile, w hich w on love
at sight. The invariable rem ark of every one, w ho chanced to m eet him  for five m inutes w as, ñW hat a delightful m an.ò
Franklin had none of the brusqueness w hich characterizes John B ull. H e w as alw ays a gentlem an, scrupulously attentive
to his rich, elegant, yet sim ple dress. H e m anifested his know ledge of hum an nature, in carefully preserving his national
garb,ð the old continental costum e.

Thus w herever he appeared he attracted attention. N o m an w as ever m ore courteous. The French C ourt, at that tim e, w as
bound by the shackles of etiquette, to an alm ost inconceivable degree. But Franklin w as never em barrassed. H e needed
no one to teach him  etiquette. Instinct taught him  w hat to do, so that, in the bearing of a w ell bred gentlem an, he w as a
m odel m an, even in the court w here Louis X IV . and Louis X V . had reigned w ith om nipotent sw ay. The m ost beautiful
duchess, radiant in her courtly costum e, and glittering w ith jew els, felt proud of being seated on the sofa by the side of
this true gentlem an, w hose dress, sim ple as it w as, w as in harm ony w ith her ow n. The popular im pression is entirely an
erroneous one, that there w as anything rustic, anything w hich rem inded one of the w ork shop or the blouse, in the
dem eanor of B enjam in Franklin, as he m oved, unem barrassed, in the highest circles of fashion then know n in the w orld.

Franklin w as received to the hospitalities of a French gentlem an of w ealth and distinction, by the nam e of G ruel. H is
elegant apartm ents w ere alw ays crow ded w ith visitors, eager to m anifest their respect for the trans-A tlantic philosopher.
H orace W alpole, a w arm  friend of the A m ericans, w rote,

ñA n account cam e that D r. Franklin, at the age of 72, or 74, and, at the risk of his head, had bravely
em barked, on board an A m erican frigate, and, w ith tw o prizes taken on the w ay, had landed, at N antes,
in France, and w as to be at Paris on the 14th, w here the highest adm iration and expectation of him
w ere raised.ò

Upon his arrival M r. D eane exultingly w rote, ñH ere is the hero and philosopher, and patriot, all united in this celebrated
A m erican, w ho, at the age of seventy four, risks all dangers for his country.ò



CHAPTER XIV.

The Struggles of Diplomacy.

A necdote of G ibbonð John A dam sð R esidence at Passyð Lafayette introducedð C ruise of the R eprisalð Paul
Jonesð C apture of Burgoyneð A lliance w ith Franceð A necdote of the C akeð Excitem ent in Englandð
Franklinôs introduction to the kingð Joy in A m ericað Extraordinary letter of C ount W issensteinð The reply
ð Injustice to Paul Jonesð French troops in A m ericað C haracter of John A dam sð Franklinôs m ature view s
of hum an natureð A necdote of the A ngelð C apture of C ornw allisð Its effect in Englandð Prejudices of M r.
Jayð Testim ony of D r. Sparksð Jealousy of Franklinð Shrew d diplom atic actð The treaty signed.

In the journey from  N antes to Paris, a curious incident occurred, w hich is w ell w orth recording. It so adm irably
illustrates the character of tw o distinguished m en, as to bear internal evidence of its truthfulness. A t one of the inns, at
w hich Franklin stopped, he w as inform ed that M r. G ibbon, the illustrious author of the ñD ecline and Fall of the R om an
Em pire,ò w as also tarrying.

M r. G ibbon w as an Englishm an. H e w as a deist, being in entire sym pathy w ith Franklin in his view s of C hristianity. H e
w as also a m an of letters. M r. Franklin addressed a very polite note to M r. G ibbon, sending his com plim ents, and
soliciting the pleasure of spending the evening w ith him . M r. G ibbon, w ho w as never renow ned for am iability of
character, replied, in substance, w e have not his exact w ords,

ñN otw ithstanding m y regard for D r. Franklin, as a m an and a philosopher, I cannot reconcile it w ith m y duty to m y king,
to have any conversation w ith a revolted subject.ò

Franklin responded to this by w riting, ñThough M r. G ibbonôs principles have com pelled him  to w ithhold the pleasure of
his conversation, D r. Franklin has still such a respect for the character of M r. G ibbon, as a gentlem an and a historian,
that w hen, in the course of his w riting the history of the óD ecline and Fall of Em pires,ô the decline and fall of the B ritish
Em pire shall com e to be his subject, as w ill probably soon be the case, D r. Franklin w ould be happy to furnish him  w ith
am ple m aterials, w hich are in his possession.ò[28]

G ibbon w as a Tory. H e supported Lord N orth in all his m easures. The governm ent rew arded him  w ith a pension of eight
hundred pounds a year. This w as equivalent to considerable m ore than four thousand dollars at the present tim e. Franklin
w as received, in Paris, by the w hole population, court and canaille, w ith enthusiasm  w hich that excitable capital had
rarely w itnessed. The m ost hum ble of the population w ere fam iliar w ith the pithy sayings of Poor R ichard. The savants
adm itted their obligations to him , for the solution of som e of the m ost difficult problem s of philosophy. The fashionable
w orld w ere delighted w ith his urbanity; and in his society found rare and unequalled pleasure. The republicans regarded
him  as the personification of a free governm ent; and even the nobles and the m inistry w ere cheered by the hope that, w ith
his aid, haughty England could be w eakened and hum bled, and that thus a new  era of com m ercial prosperity w as about to
daw n upon France.

John A dam s w as not popular in Paris. H e w as a m an of great abilities, of irreproachable character, and w as anim ated by
as pure principles of patriotism  as ever glow ed in a hum an bosom . B ut he w as a genuine Puritan, inheriting the virtues
and the foibles of the best of that class. Though not w anting in m agnanim ity, he could not fail from  being disturbed, by the
caresses w ith w hich Franklin w as ever greeted, contrasted w ith the cold and respectful courtesy w ith w hich he w as
received. It w as alw ays the sam e, in the C ourt, in the saloons, and on the B oulevards. In M r. A dam sô diary, w ritten som e
years later, w e find the follow ing insertion, w hich, in som e degree, reveals his feelings. H e is recording a conversation
w ith the French m inister.

ñA ll religions,ò said M arbois, ñare tolerated in A m erica. The am bassadors have a right, in all the
courts of Europe, to a chapel in their ow n w ay. B ut M r. Franklin never had any.ò

ñN o,ò said I laughing, ñbecause M r. Franklin has noð ð ò

I w as going to say w hat I did not say, and w ill not say here. I stopped short, and laughed.

ñN o,ò said M . M arbois. ñM r. Franklin adores only great N ature; w hich has interested a great m any
people of both sexes in his favor.ò



ñY es,ò said I laughing, ñall the atheists, deists and libertines, as w ell as the philosophers and ladies
are in his train.ò[29]

The English lords w ere exasperated by the reception France had given Franklin. They fully com prehended its
significance. France w as in sym pathy w ith the A m ericans, in their heroic endeavor to escape from  the despotism  of the
British crow n. Thus the traffic w hich had enriched England, w ould be transferred to France.

Even the Earl of Chatham  said, in one of the m ost eloquent of his speeches,

ñFrance, m y lords, has insulted you. She has encouraged and sustained A m erica. A nd w hether A m erica be w rong or
right, the dignity of this country ought to spurn at the officiousness of the French interference. The m inisters and
am bassadors of those w ho are called rebels, are in Paris. In Paris they transact the reciprocal business of A m erica and
France. C an there be a m ore m ortifying insult? Can even our m inisters sustain a m ore hum iliating disgrace? D o they dare
to resent it?ò

Franklin w as assailed in England, in innum erable pam phlets of abuse. The sin of his youth still pursued him . M any an
envenom ed arrow  pierced his heart.[30]

B ut it m ust not be forgotten that there w ere m any of the noblest m en in England, w ho w ere the w arm  friends of Franklin,
and w ho cordially espoused the A m erican cause. A m ong these w ere Fox, B urke, R ockingham , Shelburne, Chatham ,
Priestley and Price.

M any beautiful villages surrounded Paris. O ne of the m ost lovely, em bow ered in foliage, w as Passy. It is now  included
w ithin the city w alls. It w as then but tw o m iles from  the centre of the city. A  m unificent friend of A m erica, M . de
C haum ont, invited Franklin to the hospitality of one of his sum ptuous m ansions in that place. Franklin accepted the
invitation, assuring him  that at the close of the w ar, C ongress w ould insist upon granting him  a tract of land, in
recognition of his kindness to A m erica in the hour of need.

Early in the year 1777, Franklin took up his residence at Passy, and there he continued to reside w hile he rem ained in
France. H e lived liberally, had an am ple retinue of servants, and entertained his guests w ith elegance. H is annual
expenditures w ere about thirteen thousand dollars. This sum  w ould then purchase tw ice the am ount of conveniences and
luxuries w hich could be purchased by the sam e sum  at the present day. H e had his ow n servants, and com m anded a
handsom e carriage w ith tw o horses.

M rs. A dam s w rites, ñW ith seven servants, and hiring a charw om an upon occasion of com pany, w e m ay possibly keep
house. W ith less w e should be hooted at as ridiculous, and could not entertain any com pany.ò

Though Franklin took every thing by the sm ooth handle, he did not, on that account, interm it any intensity of labor to
accom plish his purposes. There w ere then three A m erican envoys in Paris, Franklin, D eane, and Lee. Five days after the
arrival of Franklin, they, on the 28th of D ecem ber, 1777, held their first interview  w ith the French M inister, C ount de
Vergennes. They w ere received w ith all that cordiality and courtesy w hich are m arked characteristics of the French
people. B ut still the com m issioners w ere em barrassed. The prospects of A m erica w ere doubtful. G eneral B urgoyne w as
on the eve of sailing for A m erica w ith a form idable fleet, and an arm y of eight or ten thousand highly disciplined troops.
In the course of the conversation, the m inister said that France w as not yet ready to enter into open collision w ith
England, and to declare w ar.

ñBut,ò said he, ñif a couple of m illions of francs, to be repaid w ithout interest after the w ar, w ill be of use to you, they
are at your service. O nly do not say that you had it from  us.ò

This w as indeed, under the doubtful circum stances, a very generous offer. It w as at this dark hour that the noble Lafayette
decided to consecrate his fortune, and to peril his life, for the cause of A m erican freedom . It w as proclaim ed that
Burgoyneôs expedition w as fitted out to rouse the slaves to insurrection, and to lay the m ansions of the planters in ashes.
A rthur Lee w as very m uch alarm ed. These splendid estates w ere generally situated in rom antic spots, upon the banks of
the navigable rivers, w here the dw ellings, often quite m agnificent, could easily be dem olished by shot and shell throw n
from  any frigate.

The Reprisal, Captain W ickes, w as the first A m erican vessel of w ar w hich ventured into European w aters. The channel
sw arm ed w ith B ritish vessels. The Reprisal took prize after prize, and conveyed them  into N antes. A s France w as not at



w ar w ith England, Count de V ergennes w as com pelled to order the R eprisal, w ith her prizes, to leave the harbor.
C aptain W ickes took som e of the N antes m erchants on board his vessel, and, just outside the port, sold the prizes to
them . The French m erchants then returned, w ith their property, into the harbor.

Captain W ickes soon united w ith him  the Lexington of fourteen guns, and a cutter, the D olphin, of ten guns. W ith this
little fleet the hero sailed com pletely around Ireland, capturing or destroying sixteen prizes. The British w ere astounded
at this audacity. M erchants and under-w riters w ere quite terror-stricken. They had never dream ed that the despised
A m ericans could strike them  any blow s. A nd w hen, soon after, Paul Jones, one of the noblest of all naval heroes,
appeared in their w aters, it is not too m uch to say that consternation pervaded the coasts of both England and Ireland.[31]

It requires m any and aggravated w rongs to rouse a naturally am iable m an to the highest pitch of indignation. But w hen
thus roused, he is ready for any vigor of action. Franklinôs blood w as up. England w as bribing slaves to m urder their
m asters; w as rousing the savages to m assacre the fam ilies of poor, hard-w orking frontiersm en; w as w antonly
bom barding defenceless seaports, and w ith inhum anity, rarely know n in civilized w arfare, w as laying villages in ashes,
consigning w om en and children to beggary and starvation. In the prison hulks of N ew  Y ork, our m ost illustrious m en
w ere in the endurance, as prisoners of w ar, of w oes unsurpassed by A lgerine barbarism . M any of our com m on sailors,
England w as com pelling, by the terrors of the lash, to m an her ships, and to fight their ow n countrym en. M addened by
these atrocities, M r. Franklin w rote to his English friend, D avid H artley, a m em ber of Parliam ent, a letter, w hich all the
few  friends of A m erica in England, read w ith great satisfaction, and w hich m ust have produced a very pow erful m oral
im pression in France. It is too long to be inserted here. In conclusion he said to his friend,

ñIn review ing w hat I have w ritten, I found too m uch w arm th in it, and w as about to strike out som e
parts. Y et I let them  go, as it w ill afford you this one reflection,

ñóIf a m an naturally cool, and rendered still cooler by old age, is so w arm ed by our treatm ent of his
country, how  m uch m ust those people in general be exasperated against us. A nd w hy are w e m aking
inveterate enem ies, by our barbarity, not only of the present inhabitants of a great country, but of their
infinitely m ore num erous posterity; w ho w ill, in future ages, detest the nam e of Englishm an, as m uch as
the children in H olland now  do those of A lva and Spaniard.ôò

W illiam  Tem ple Franklin inherited the attractions of person, and the fascination of m anners, so conspicuous in his
grandfather. H e w as a great favorite in the social circles of the gay m etropolis. D ark days cam e, w ith tidings of
discom fiture. Franklin devoted tw elve hours out of the tw enty-four, to the arduous duties of his m ission. Philadelphia
fell.

ñW ell, D octor,ò said an Englishm an in Paris, w ith the custom ary courtesy of his nation, ñH ow e has taken Philadelphia.ò

ñI beg your pardon,ò Franklin replied, ñPhiladelphia has taken H ow e.ò

The result proved that Franklinôs joke w as alm ost a reality.

B urgoyne surrendered. H is w hole arm y w as taken captive. M assachusetts im m ediately sent John Loring A ustin to convey
the rapturous tidings to Franklin. This great success w ould doubtless encourage France to open action. N o tongue can tell
the em otions excited in the bosom s of Franklin, Lee and D eane, as A ustin entered their presence at Passy, w ith the
announcem ent, ñG eneral Burgoyne and his whole arm y are prisoners of war.ò

There w ere no shoutings, no rushing into each otherôs arm s. B ut tears filled their eyes. They felt assured that France
w ould com e openly to their aid, and that the independence of their country w as no longer doubtful. Silently they returned
to Franklinôs spacious apartm ent, w here they spent the w hole day in reading the enrapturing dispatches, and in preparing
for im m ediate alliance w ith France. France m ade no attem pt to conceal its joy. A  treaty of alliance w as soon form ed.
N obly the C ount de V ergennes said,

ñW e w ish to take no advantage of your situation. W e desire no term s w hich you m ay hereafter regret having m ade; but
w ould enter into arrangem ents of m utual interest, w hich m ay last as long as hum an institutions endure.ò

England w as now  greatly alarm ed from  fear that the trade of the colonies m ight be transferred to France. Envoys w ere
sent to Passy to offer the A m erican am bassadors everything they had dem anded at the com m encem ent of the conflict. B ut
it w as too late. A m erica now  dem anded Independence, and w ould accept nothing less.



A  large cake w as one day sent to the am bassadorôs apartm ent, at Passy, w ith the inscription ñLe D igne Franklin,ò the
w orthy Franklin. M r. Lee said, ñW ell, D octor, w e have to thank you for our accom m odations, and to appropriate your
present to our use.ò

ñN ot at all,ò said Franklin. ñThis cake is for all the Com m issioners. The French, not being able to w rite good English,
do not spell our nam es correctly. The m eaning doubtless is Lee, D eane, Franklin.ò

The m em orable treaty w as signed on the 5th of February, 1778. It w as stated that the object of the treaty w as to establish
the independence of the U nited States, and that neither party should conclude either truce or peace w ith England, w ithout
the consent of the other.

Tidings of the treaty, w hich for a short tim e w as kept secret, had been w hispered in England, causing intense excitem ent.
O n the 17th of February, 1778, the H ouse of Parliam ent w as crow ded. Lord N orth, am id breathless silence, presented a
ñC onciliation B ill,ò granting everything w hich Franklin had dem anded. Fox, w ho w as in the O pposition, arose and
announced the treaty. ñThe astonishm ent,ò w rites W alpole, ñw as totally indescribable.ò

Soon the fact of the treaty of alliance, w as form ally announced in France. The A m erican envoys w ere invited to an
audience w ith the king. Franklin w as richly dressed. H is hair w as carefully arranged by a French perruquier. H e w ore an
adm irably fitting suit of plain, black, silk velvet. R uffles of elaborate em broidery and snow y w hiteness adorned his
w rists and bosom . W hite silk stockings aided in displaying the perfect proportions of his fram e. Large silver buckles
w ere on his shoes.

N o one could accuse him  of failing in due respect for the king, by appearing in his presence in slatternly dress. H is
costum e w as superb, and w as such as w as then w orn, on im portant occasions, by A m erican gentlem en of the highest
rank. The audience took place at Versailles, on the m orning of the 20th of M arch. Each of the A m erican envoys rode in
his ow n carriage, attended by the usual retinue of servants. O n the w ay they w ere cheered w ith the utm ost enthusiasm  by
the crow d. The king, Louis X V I., received them  w ith extrem e courtesy, and the queen, M arie A ntoinette, w as m arked in
her attentions to Franklin. The B ritish am bassador, Lord Storm ont, w as so enraged, that, regardless of all the claim s of
courtesy, he im m ediately returned to England, w ithout even taking leave of the king.

W ho can describe the exultation, the rapture, the tears, w ith w hich these tidings w ere received by the patriots of
A m erica. O n the 6th of M ay, G eorge W ashington drew  up his little band at V alley Forge, to announce the great event,
and to offer to G od prayers and thanksgivings. The tone of the English w as im m ediately changed. They abandoned threats
and tried the effect of entreaties. Several em issaries, from  the governm ent, approached D r. Franklin, all bearing in
substance the sam e m essage. They said,

ñW e cannot endure the thought that our beloved colonists should enter into alliance w ith our hereditary natural enem y,
France. Can you, w ho are Protestants, consent to unite w ith a nation of Rom an C atholics? If you w ill rem ain firm  in your
adhesion to England, w e w ill grant you all you ever w ished for, and even m ore. B ut do not forsake your m other country
to sw ell the pride and pow er of perfidious France.ò

B ut all these efforts w ere unavailing. The colonists began to despise England. They had no w ish for w ar w ith their
unnatural parent, and they knew  that their independence w as assured; and that no efforts w hich England could possibly
m ake, could now  prevent it. A ll alike felt disposed to spurn the bribes w hich England so lavishly offered.

A  very extraordinary letter w as sent to D r. Franklin, w hich w as signed, C harles de W issenstein. Franklin, w ho w as
accustom ed to sifting evidence, becam e satisfied that the m essage cam e from  king G eorge III. him self. The letter
declared that the perfidious French w ould certainly deceive the A m ericans w ith false prom ises, and defraud them . A fter
m aking the m ost liberal offers of popular rights, if the A m ericans w ould continue to rem ain colonists under the B ritish
crow n, the docum ent presented the follow ing extraordinary prom ise to those A m erican patriots w hom  England had
denounced as traitors, and doom ed to be hung. It w as deem ed a bribe w hich hum an virtue could not resist.

ñA s it is unreasonable that their (the A m erican patriots) services to their country should deprive them
of those advantages w hich their talents w ould otherw ise have gained them , the follow ing persons shall
have offices or pensions for life, at their option, nam ely, Franklin, W ashington, A dam s, H ancock, etc.
In case his M ajesty, or his successors, should ever create A m erican peers, then those persons, or their
descendants, shall be am ong the first created if they choose it.ò



Franklin, after conference w ith his colleagues, replied to the letter. H is soul w as all on fire w ith the insults our country
had received, and the w rongs she had endured. H e w rote as if personally addressing the king. W e can only give the
concluding paragraph. A fter stating that the independence of A m erica w as secured, that all attem pts of England to
prevent it w ould be im potent, and that consequently it w as quite a m atter of indifference to the A m ericans w hether
England acknow ledged it or not, he w rote,[32]

ñThis proposition, of delivering ourselves bound and gagged, ready for hanging, w ithout even a right
to com plain, and w ithout a friend to be found afterw ard am ong all m ankind, you w ould have us
em brace upon the faith of an A ct of Parliam ent. G ood G od! an act of your Parliam ent. This
dem onstrates that you do not yet know  us; and that you fancy that w e do not know  you. B ut it is not
m erely this flim sy faith that w e are to act upon. Y ou offer us hope, the hope of PLA C ES, PEN SIO N S and
PEER A G ES.

ñThese, judging from  yourselves, you think are m otives irresistible. This offer to corrupt us, sir, is
w ith m e, your credential; and convinces m e that you are not a private volunteer in your application. It
bears the stam p of B ritish Court character. It is even the signature of your king. B ut think, for a
m om ent, in w hat light it m ust be view ed in A m erica.

ñB y PLA C ES, you m ean places am ong us; for you take care, by a special article, to secure your ow n to
yourselves. W e m ust then pay the salaries in order to enrich ourselves w ith those places. B ut you w ill
give us PEN SIO N S, probably to be paid too out of your expected A m erican revenue, and w hich none of
us can accept w ithout deserving, and perhaps obtaining, suspension.

ñPEER A G ES! A las! in our long observation of the vast servile m ajority of your peers, voting constantly
for every m easure proposed by a m inister, how ever w eak or w icked, leaves us sm all respect for that
title. W e consider it as a sort of tar-and-feather honor, or a m ixture of foulness and folly, w hich every
m an am ong us, w ho should accept it from  your king, w ould be obliged to renounce, or exchange for
that confessed by the m obs of their ow n country, or w ear it w ith everlasting infam y.ò[33]

In the spring of 1778, Paul Jones entered upon his brilliant career, bidding defiance, w ith his infant fleet, to all the naval
pow er of G reat B ritain, agitating entire England w ith the terror of his nam e. Franklin w as his affectionate friend, and, in
all his m any trials, he leaned upon Franklin for sym pathy. So trem endously w as he m aligned by the English press, that
A m erican historians, unconsciously thus influenced, have never done him  justice. A s a patriot, and a noble m an, he
deserves to take rank w ith his friends, W ashington and Franklin.

In 1779, Lafayette, returning to France, from  A m erica, brought the new s that Franklin w as appointed by C ongress as sole
plenipotentiary of the new  nation of the U nited States, to the generous kingdom , w hich had acknow ledged our
independence, and w hose fleets and arm ies w ere now  united w ith ours. A ll France rejoiced. W ith great eclat the new
am bassadors w ere presented to the king.

N o m an of force of character can escape having enem ies. Franklin had m any and bitter ones. A  cabal plotted the rem oval
of his excellent grandson, W illiam  Tem ple Franklin. It gives us an insight to the heart of this venerable septuagenarian to
read from  his pen,

ñIt is enough that I have lost m y son. W ould they add m y grandson. A n old m an of seventy, I undertook
a w inter voyage, at the com m and of C ongress, w ith no other attendant to take care of m e. I am
continued here, in a foreign country, w here, if I am  sick, his filial attention com forts m e. A nd if I die, I
have a child to close m y eyes and take care of m y rem ains. H is dutiful behavior tow ard m e, and his
diligence and fidelity in business, are both pleasing and useful to m e. H is conduct, as m y private
secretary, has been unexceptionable; and I am  confident the C ongress w ill never think of separating
us.ò

Franklinôs great endeavor now  w as to obtain m oney. W ithout it w e could have neither fleet nor arm y. The treasury of
France w as em pty, alm ost to bankruptcy. N ever did he struggle against greater obstacles than during the next three years.
It has been truly said, that Franklin, w ithout intending it, helped to bleed the French m onarchy to death. In addition to the
em ploym ent of both arm y and navy, the French governm ent conferred upon C ongress, in gifts or loans, the sum  of tw enty-
six m illion francs.



The French troops w ere received in A m erica w ith boundless enthusiasm . Their discipline w as adm irable. Their respect
for the rights of property w as such, that not a barn, orchard or hen-roost w as robbed.

John A dam s w as sent to join Franklin, to aid him  in fram ing term s of peace, w henever England should be disposed to
m ake such advances. H e w as a m an of great abilities, of irreproachable integrity, but he had inherited, from  his English
ancestry, not only repulsive brusqueness, but also a prejudice against the French, w hich nothing could rem ove. H is w ant
of courtesy; his unconcealed assum ption that France w as acting out of unm itigated selfishness, and that consequently the
A m ericans ow ed the French no debt of gratitude, often caused Franklin m uch em barrassm ent. This blunt m an, at one tim e
w rote so uncourteous, not to say insulting a letter, to M . de V ergennes, that the French m inister declined having any m ore
correspondence w ith him . B oth Franklin and C ongress condem ned the incivility of M r. A dam s. H e only escaped a
m otion of censure from  the full conviction of Congress of the purity of his patriotism , and of his intentions.[34]

Franklin had been requested to forw ard the correspondence to C ongress. A s in duty bound, he did so; accom panying it
w ith a m agnanim ous letter. M r. A dam s w as very angry. Every im partial reader w ill adm it that, in this em barrassing
affair, Franklin conducted w ith delicacy and discretion. The B ritish troops in A m erica w ere still conducting like
savages. C ongress requested Franklin to prepare a school-book, w ith thirty-five prints, each depicting one or m ore of the
acts of English brutality. The object w as to im press the m inds of children w ith a deep sense of the insatiable and bloody
m alice w ith w hich the English had pursued the A m ericans. The plan w as never executed.

In the year 1781, Franklin, then seventy-five years of age, and having been engaged in public service for fifty years,
w rote to C ongress, begging perm ission to retire from  his responsible office. C ongress could not spare his services. They
gave him  an additional appointm ent. H e w as com m issioned to unite w ith A dam s and Jay, in those negotiations for peace
w hich, it w as evident, m ust soon take place.

Franklin loved the French, he could sm ile at their foibles, in dressing their hair so that they could not w ear a hat, but
w ere com pelled to carry it under their arm s; also in filling their noses w ith tobacco. ñThese,ò said he, ñare m ere follies.
There is nothing w anting, in the character of a Frenchm an, that belongs to that of an agreeable and w orthy m an.ò

It m ay perhaps be m entioned, as a defect in the character of Franklin, that w hen in France he could see nothing but the
beautiful. H is eye w as turned from  every revolting spectacle. In the society of elegantly dressed, highly educated, refined
French ladies,ð at dinner parties, glittering w ith gold and silver plate,ð in social intercourse w ith m en w hose
philosophical attainm ents w ere of the highest order, and w hose politeness of speech and bearing rendered them
delightful com panions, Franklin found his tim e and thoughts engrossed. In all his volum inous w ritings w e find no
allusion to those trem endous w rongs, w hich Louis X IV . and Louis X V. had entailed upon the people,ð w rongs w hich
soon convulsed society w ith the volcanic throes of the French revolution.

Jefferson, w ho succeeded Franklin, w as cast in a different m ould. H e saw  and fully com prehended the m isery under
w hich the m illions of the French peasantry w ere groaning. A nd this led him  to the conviction, that no people could be
safe, unless the governm ent w ere placed in their ow n hands.

Still Franklin, like his brother deists, H um e and V oltaire, seeing how  im potent w ere all the m otives they could urge to
m ake m an virtuous, becam e thoroughly disgusted w ith hum an nature. H e even w ent beyond Paul in his description of the
hopeless depravity of m an. The idea of reclaim ing him  by his philosophy w as abandoned entirely. A nd yet he w as not
prepared to em brace that gospel, w hich the experience of ages has proved to be the ñw isdom  of G od and the pow er of
G od unto salvation.ò

ñH e enlarges,ò w rites M r. Parton, ñupon this them e, in his m ost delightful m anner, in another letter to D r. Priestley.ò In
this letter he says in his usual jocular strain, that the m ore he studies the m oral part of nature the m ore he is disgusted;
that he finds m en very badly constructed; that they are m ore prone to do evil than to do good; that they take great pleasure
in killing one another, and that he doubts w hether the species is w orth preserving. H e intim ates that every attem pt to save
their souls is ñan idle am usem ent.ò

ñA s you grow  older,ò he w rites, ñyou m ay perhaps repent of having m urdered, in m ephitic air, so m any honest, harm less
m ice, and w ish that, to prevent m ischief, you had used boys and girls instead of them .ò

In this singular letter he represents a young angel having been sent to this w orld, under the guidance of an old courier
spirit. They arrive over the seas of M artinico, in the m idst of the horrible fight betw een the fleets of R odney and D e



G rasse.

ñW hen,ò he w rites, ñthrough the clouds of sm oke, he (the young angel) saw  the fire of the guns, the decks covered w ith
m angled lim bs and bodies, dead or dying; the ships sinking, burning, or blow n into the air; and the quantity of pain,
m isery and destruction the crew s, yet alive, w ere w ith so m uch eagerness dealing round to one another, he turned angrily
to his guide and said,

ñóY ou blundering blockhead; you are ignorant of your business. Y ou undertook to conduct m e to the earth; and you have
brought m e into hell.ô

ñóN o sir,ô said the guide, óI have m ade no such m istake. This is really the earth, and these are m en. D evils never treat
one another in this cruel m anner. They have m ore sense, and m ore of w hat m en (vainly) call hum anity.ôò

It w as after the study of hum an nature, under the m ost favorable of possible circum stances, for m ore than three-quarters
of a century, that this philosopher w rote these terrible com m ents upon our fallen race.

The latter part of O ctober, 1781, Lord C ornw allis surrendered his w hole arm y, of over seven thousand m en, at
Y orktow n. The French fleet cut off his escape by sea. Seven thousand French soldiers, united w ith five thousand
A m erican troops, prevented any retreat by land. The A m ericans had thus captured tw o B ritish arm ies. It w as in vain for
England to think of sending a third. The conflict w as virtually decided.

ñThe Prim e M inister,ò Lord N orth, it is said, ñreceived the tidings as he w ould have taken a ball in his breast. H e threw
his arm s apart. H e paced w ildly up and dow n the room , exclaim ing, from  tim e to tim e, óO h G od! it is all over.ôò

A ll England now  w as clam oring against the w ar. Thousands of persons had perished in the cam paigns, and financial
em barrassm ents had com e to nearly all her institutions of industry. The English governm ent m ade vigorous endeavors,
offering great bribes, to induce the A m erican envoys at Paris to abandon their French allies, and m ake a separate peace.
Franklin w rote to M r. H artley, through w hom  he received these proposals,

ñI believe there is not a m an in A m erica, a few  English Tories excepted, that w ould not spurn the
thought of deserting a noble and generous friend, for the sake of a truce w ith an unjust and cruel
enem y.ò

British diplom acy tried all its arts of intrigue to separate A m erica from  France in the negotiations for peace, but all in
vain. The B ritish m inister, M r. G renville, in an interview  w ith M r. Franklin, ridiculed the idea that A m erica ow ed
France any gratitude, urging that France sought only her ow n selfish interests.

ñI told him ,ò Franklin w rites, ñthat I w as so strongly im pressed w ith the kind assistance afforded us by
France, in our distress, and the generous and noble m anner in w hich it w as granted, w ithout exacting or
stipulating for a single privilege, or particular advantage to herself in our com m erce or otherw ise, that
I could never suffer m yself to think of such reasonings for lessening the obligation.ò

O n the 28th of February, 1782, G eneral C onw ay, one of the leaders of the O pposition, the sam e w ho had m oved the
repeal of the stam p act, seventeen years before, presented a resolution in the H ouse of Com m ons that,

ñT H E R ED U C T IO N  O F T H E C O LO N IES B Y FO R C E O F A R M S IS IM PR A C T IC A B LE.ò

A  violent, even fierce debate ensued, w hich w as continued until one oôclock in the m orning. Then the cry of question
becam e general. The vote w as carried by a m ajority of nineteen. This term inated the A m erican w ar. The people of
England had decided against it. ñA cclam ations,ò w rites W raxall, ñpierced the roof, and m ight have been heard in
W estm inster H all.ò

This great victory w as follow ed by another resolve. It w as an address to G eorge III. soliciting him  to ñStop the
prosecution of any further hostilities against the revolted colonies, for the purpose of reducing them  to obedience by
force.ò

N otw ithstanding the lateness of the hour, these votes w ere im m ediately com m unicated to the king, w ho w as in a pitiable
condition, aged, nearly blind, half crazed, and stubborn even to insanity, in his determ ination to subjugate the A m ericans.
The poor old m an, in his rage, threatened to abandon England, to renounce the crow n, and to cloister him self in his estate



of H anover. H e w as how ever com pelled to yield, to dism iss his Tory m inisters and to accept a w hig cabinet. Edm und
Burke w rote a w arm , congratulatory letter to Franklin.[35]

A nd now  the final struggle arose respecting the term s of peace. The three great questions discussed, as diplom atic
arrangem ents, w ere gradually and very cautiously entered into, w ere: 1. W hat shall be the boundaries of the U nited
States. 2. Shall the A m ericans be allow ed to fish on the great banks. 3. W hat provision shall be m ade for the Tories in
A m erica, w hose estates have been confiscated?

There w ere m any prelim inary m eetings, private, sem i-official, and official. There w as a general im pression that Franklin
w as the m an w hose opinion w ould entirely control that of his countrym en. H e w as approached in every w ay, and the
utm ost endeavors w ere m ade to induce the A m erican C om m issioners to enter into a private treaty, w ithout consulting the
French m inistry.

A  full account of the diplom atic conflict w hich ensued, w ould fill a volum e. O n one occasion the B ritish m inister, M r.
G renville, said,

ñIn case England grants A m erica Independence.ò

The French m inister, M . de Vergennes, sm iled and said, ñA m erica has already w on her Independence. She does not ask
it of you. There is D r. Franklin; he w ill answ er you on that point.ò

ñTo be sure,ò Franklin said, ñw e do not consider it necessary to bargain for that w hich is our ow n. W e have bought our
Independence at the expense of m uch blood and treasure, and are in full possession of it.ò

M any of these prelim inary interview s took place in Paris. The am ount of m oney and blood w hich the pugnacious
governm ent of England had expended in totally needless w ars, can not be com puted. The m isery w ith w hich those w ars
had deluged this unhappy globe, G od only can com prehend. M r. R ichard O sw ald, a retired London m erchant, of vast
w ealth, w as sent, by Lord Shelburne, prim e m inister, as a confidential m essenger, to sound D r. Franklin. H e w as frank in
the extrem e.

ñPeace,ò said he, ñis absolutely necessary for England. The nation has been foolishly involved in four w ars, and can no
longer raise m oney to carry them  on. If continued, it w ill be absolutely necessary to stop the paym ent of interest m oney
on the public debt.ò

M r. A dam s and M r. Jay w ere soon associated w ith D r. Franklin in these negotiations. M r. Jay w as in entire sym pathy
w ith M r. A dam s in his antipathy to the French. They both assum ed that France w as m eanly seeking only her ow n
interests, m aking use of A m erica sim ply as an instrum ent for the accom plishm ent of her selfish purposes.[36]

D r. Jared Sparks, after carefully exam ining, in the O ffice of Foreign A ffairs in London, the correspondence of the French
m inisters w ith the A m erican envoys, during the w hole w ar, w rites,

ñA fter exam ining the subject, w ith all the care and accuracy w hich these m eans of inform ation have
enabled m e to give to it, I am  prepared to express m y belief, m ost fully, that M r. Jay w as m istaken,
both in regard to the aim s of the French court and the plans pursued by them  to gain their supposed
ends.ò[37]

M r. Jay w as so insanely suspicious of the French, that he w as afraid that the French m inistry w ould send spies, to pick
the locks in his lodgings, and steal his im portant papers. H e therefore alw ays carried them  about his person. H e also
believed that Count de V ergennes had actually proposed to the B ritish m inister, that they should unite their arm ies, seize
the U nited States, and divide A m erica betw een them .

Such w ere the colleagues united w ith Franklin, in the negotiations for peace. It required all his consum m ate w isdom  to
be able to guide affairs w isely under such difficult circum stances. It m ay be doubted w hether there w as another m an in
A m erica, w ho could have surm ounted the obstacles over w hich he trium phed. Both of Franklinôs colleagues regarded
him  w ith suspicion. They believed that he had been w on over to such sym pathy w ith the French, that he w ould be w illing
to sacrifice the interests of his ow n country to please them . They w rote letters hom e severely denouncing him ; and they
seem ed to stand m ore in fear of France than of England.

ñD r. Franklin,ò w rote M r. A dam s, ñis very staunch against the Tories; m ore decided, a great deal,



upon that point, than M r. Jay or m yself.ò

The B ritish m inisters insisted that the confiscated estates of the A m erican Tories should be restored to them , and all their
losses reim bursed. Franklin silenced the dem and by draw ing from  his pocket the follow ing articles, w hich he proposed
should be added to the treaty,

ñIt is agreed that his B ritannic M ajesty w ill earnestly recom m end it to his Parliam ent, to provide for
and m ake a com pensation to the m erchants and shop-keepers of Boston, w hose goods and m erchandise
w ere seized and taken out of their stores, w are-houses and shops, by order of G eneral G age, and
others of his com m anding officers there; and also to the inhabitants of Philadelphia for the goods taken
aw ay by his arm y there; and to m ake com pensation also for the tobacco, rice, indigo and negroes
seized and carried off by his arm ies, under G enerals A rnold, C ornw allis and others, from  the States of
V irginia, N orth and South C arolina and G eorgia, and for all the vessels and cargoes belonging to the
inhabitants of the said U nited States, w hich w ere stopped, seized or taken, either in the ports or on the
seas, by his governors or by his ships of w ar, before the declaration of w ar against the U nited States.
A nd it is further agreed that his B ritannic M ajesty w ill also earnestly recom m end it to his Parliam ent
to m ake com pensation for all the tow ns, villages and farm s, burnt and destroyed by his troops, or
adherents in these U nited States.ò

The three British com m issioners w ere confounded by these counter dem ands, and said not another w ord about
reim bursing the A m erican Tories. O n the 30th of N ovem ber, 1782, the prelim inaries w ere signed, subject to the assent of
the French m inisters, w ho w ere also to subm it their prelim inaries to the A m erican envoys. B y these articles: 1. The
boundaries w ere established. 2. The A m ericans could fish on the banks of N ew foundland, and cure their fish on the
unsettled shores of N ova Scotia and Labrador. 3. Congress w as to recom m end to the several States, to restore the
confiscated property of real B ritish subjects. 4. Private debts w ere to be paid. 5. There w ere to be no m ore confiscations
or prosecutions, on either side, for acts during the w ar. 6. The British troops w ere to be w ithdraw n. 7. The navigation of
the M ississippi w as declared to be free. 8. A nd any place captured, after the signing of these articles, w as to be
restored.

O n the 13th of January, C ount de Vergennes, and the British m inister M r. Fitzherbert, signed their prelim inaries in the
presence of D r. Franklin and M r. A dam s. N ot till then did the English order hostilities to be suspended, and declare the
senseless w ar to be at an end.

There w as universal satisfaction in A m erica. W ith the exception of the king and a few  of his m inisters, there w as general
satisfaction in England. It is true that the national pride w as sorely hum iliated. But after all these w oes w hich England
had inflicted upon A m erica, her ow n statesm en, w ith alm ost undivided voice, declared that the interests of both nations
w ere alike prom oted, by having a few  feeble colonies elevated into the rich and flourishing republic of the United States.
Thus the w ar of the A m erican revolution m ust be pronounced to have been, on the part of England, w hich forced it, one
of the m ost disastrous and senseless of those blunders w hich have ever accom panied the progress of our race.[38]



CHAPTER XV.

Lifeôs Closing Scenes.

A dvice to Thom as Paineð Scenes at Passyð Journey to the C oastð R eturn to A m ericað Elected G overnor of
Pennsylvaniað A ttends the Constitutional Conventionð Proposes prayersð R em arkable speechð Letter to
D r. Stilesð C hrist on the C rossð Last sickness and death.

A bout this tim e som e one, know ing D r. Franklinôs deistical view s, presented, for his opinion, a treatise denouncing the
idea, that there w as any G od, w ho m anifested any interest in the affairs of m en, that there w as any Particular
Providence. Though Franklin did not accept the idea, that Jesus C hrist w as a divine m essenger, and that the B ible w as a
supernatural revelation of G odôs w ill, he certainly did not, in his latter years, deny that there w as a G od, w ho
superintended the affairs of this w orld, and w hom  it w as proper to w orship. It is generally supposed that Thom as Paine
w as the author of this treatise, and that it w as a portion of his A ge of R eason. Franklin, in his m em orable reply, w rote,

ñI have read your m anuscript w ith som e attention. By the argum ent it contains against a particular
Providence, though you allow  a general Providence, you strike at the foundations of all religion. For
w ithout the belief of a providence that takes cognizance of, guards and guides and m ay favor particular
persons, there is no m otive to w orship a deity, to fear his displeasure or to pray for his protection. I
w ill not enter into any discussion of your principles, though you seem  to desire it. A t present I shall
only give you m y opinion that, though your reasonings are subtile, and m ay prevail w ith som e readers,
you w ill not succeed so as to change the general sentim ents of m ankind on that subject; and the
consequence of printing this piece w ill be, a great deal of odium  draw n upon yourself; m ischief to you
and no benefit to others. H e that spits against the w ind, spits in his ow n face.

ñI w ould advise you, therefore, not to attem pt unchaining the tiger, but to burn this piece before it is
seen by any other person; w hereby you w ill save yourself a great deal of m ortification, by the enem ies
it m ay raise against you, and perhaps a good deal of regret and repentance. If m en are so w icked w ith
religion, w hat w ould they be if w ithout it.ò

Franklin testifies to the rem arkable courtesy w hich characterized all the m ovem ents of the French m inister, during these
protracted and delicate negotiations. The definitive treaty w as signed on the 3d of Septem ber, 1783. It w as unanim ously
ratified by Congress on the 14th of January, 1784. The king of England gave it his signature on the 9th of A pril. Thus tw o
years and three m onths passed betw een the beginning of negotiations and the conclusion of the treaty of peace.

A t the term ination of the w ar crow ds of Englishm en flocked to Paris. Franklin w as then recognized as incom parably the
m ost illustrious m an on the continent of Europe. H is apartm ents w ere ever thronged w ith m en of highest note from  all the
nations. H e w as then seventy-eight years of age, suffering severely from  the gout and the gravel. H e often received his
guests in his bed cham ber, sitting in his night gow n, w rapped in flannels, and reclining on a pillow . Y et his m ind
retained all its brilliance. A ll w ho saw  him  w ere charm ed. M r. Baynes w rote,

ñO f all the celebrated persons w hom , in m y life, I have chanced to see, D r. Franklin, both from  his
appearance and his conversation, seem ed to m e the m ost rem arkable. H is venerable, patriarchal
appearance, the sim plicity of his m anner and language, and the novelty of his observations im pressed
m e as one of the m ost extraordinary m en that ever existed.ò

A t this tim e he w rote several essays, w hich are esteem ed am ong the best of his w ritings. H e w as aw aiting perm ission
from  C ongress to return to A m erica. H is son, the governor, w ho w as receiving a pension of eight hundred pounds from
the B ritish G overnm ent, cam e over from  England to his illustrious father, soliciting reconciliation. This w as after the
separation of m any years. Franklin responded kindly, though he said that nothing had ever w ounded him  so keenly as to
find him self deserted in his old age, by his only son; and to see him  taking up arm s against a cause, upon w hich he had
staked life, fortune and honor.

A  year passed before Franklin w as recalled. H e w as then so feeble that he could not w alk, and could only ride in a litter.
M r. Jefferson succeeded him . U pon his arrival in Paris, the C ount de V ergennes said,

ñY ou replace D r. Franklin, I understand.ò



ñN o!ò M r. Jefferson replied, ñI succeed him . N o m an can replace him .ò

Franklinôs infirm ities w ere such that he could not call upon the king or the m inister for an audience of leave. H e,
how ever, w rote to Count de V ergennes a very grateful and affectionate letter, in w hich he said,

ñM ay I beg the favor of you, sir, to express respectfully for m e, to his m ajesty, the deep sense I have of
all the inestim able benefits his goodness has conferred on m y country; a sentim ent that it w ill be the
business of the little rem ainder of the life now  left m e, to im press equally on the m inds of all m y
countrym en. M y sincere prayers are that G od m ay show er dow n his blessings on the king, the queen,
their children and all the royal fam ily, to the latest generations.ò

The reply w as equally cordial and affectionate. A s a parting gift the king sent Franklin his portrait, decorated w ith four
hundred and eight diam onds. Its estim ated value w as ten thousand dollars.

O n the 12th of July, 1785, Franklin, accom panied by m any adm iring friends in carriages, com m enced his slow  journey in
a litter, from  Passy to H avre. It w as four oôclock in the afternoon. The litter w as borne by tw o m ules. The first night they
stopped at St. G erm ain. Thence the journey w as continued at the rate of about eighteen m iles a day. The m otion of the
litter did not seriously incom m ode him . The cardinal of R ochefoucald, archbishop of R ouen, insisted upon his accepting
the hospitality of his m ansion at G aillon. It w as a superb chateau, com m anding a m agnificent prospect, w ith galleries
crow ded w ith paintings and the m ost valuable w orks of art.

ñThe cardinal,ò w rites Franklin, ñis m uch respected, and beloved by the people of this country;
bearing in all respects, a m ost excellent character.ò

Though entreated to prolong his visit, Franklin resum ed his journey at an early hour the next m orning. A t Rouen he w as
again received w ith the m ost flattering attentions. The elite of the city gave a very brilliant supper in his honor. Thus
journeying in a truly trium phant m arch, Franklin reached H avre on the 18th of July. A fter a delay of three days he crossed
the channel to Southam pton. H is old friends cam e in crow ds, and from  great distances, to see him . Even the B ritish
governm ent had the courtesy to send an order exem pting his effects from  custom -house duties.

It w ill be rem em bered that Franklin w as a rem arkable sw im m er. There are som e hum an bodies m uch m ore buoyant than
others. H e records the singular fact that, taking a w arm , salt w ater bath here, he fell asleep floating on his back, and did
not aw ake for an hour. ñThis,ò he w rites, ñis a thing w hich I never did before, and w ould hardly have thought possible.ò

O n the 28th of July, 1785, the ship spread her sails. The voyage lasted seven w eeks. This extraordinary m an, then
seventy-nine years of age, w rote, on the passage, three essays, w hich are estim ated am ong the m ost useful and able of
any w hich em anated from  his pen.

O n the 13th of Septem ber the ship entered D elaw are Bay, and the next m orning cast anchor opposite Philadelphia. H e
w rote,

ñM y son-in-law  cam e w ith a boat for us. W e landed at M arket street w harf, w here w e w ere received
by a crow d of people w ith huzzahs, and accom panied w ith acclam ations, quite to m y door. Found m y
fam ily w ell. G od be praised and thanked for all his m ercies.ò

The A ssem bly w as in session, and im m ediately voted him  a congratulatory address. W ashington also w rote to him  a
letter of cordial w elcom e. The long sea voyage proved very beneficial to his health. H e w as im m ediately elected to the
Suprem e Executive, and w as chosen chairm an of that body. It is evident that he w as gratified by this token of popular
regard. H e w rote to a friend,

ñI had not firm ness enough to resist the unanim ous desire of m y country folk; and I find m yself
harnessed again in their service for another year. They engrossed the prim e of m y life. They have eaten
m y flesh and seem  resolved now  to pick m y bones.ò

Soon after he w as elected President, or as w e should now  say, G overnor of Pennsylvania. The vote rested w ith the
Executive C ouncil and the A ssem bly, seventy-seven in all. H e received seventy-six votes. N otw ithstanding the ravages
of w ar, peace cam e w ith her usual blessings in her hand. The Tory journals of England, w ere presenting deplorable
view s of the ruin of the country since deprived of the beneficial governm ent of the B ritish cabinet. Franklin w rote to his
old friend, D avid H artley,



ñY our new spapers are filled w ith accounts of distresses and m iseries, that these states are plunged
into, since their separation from  B ritain. Y ou m ay believe m e w hen I tell you that there is no truth in
those accounts. I find all property in land and houses, augm ented vastly in value; that of houses in tow n
at least four-fold. The crops have been plentiful; and yet the produce sells high, to the great profit of
the farm er. W orking people have plenty of em ploy, and high pay for their labor.ò

There w ere m any im perfections attending the old C onfederacy. In the year 1787, a convention m et in Philadelphia, to
fram e a new  constitution. There w as strong opposition to this m ovem ent. W ashington and Franklin w ere both delegates.
W ashington took the chair. The good nature and w isdom  of Franklin ruled the house. The convention m et in the State
H ouse. Franklin, eighty-one years of age, w as regularly in his seat, five hours a day, for four m onths. H e w as thoroughly
dem ocratic in his view s, and opposed every m easure w hich had any tendency to extend aristocratic privilege. H e had
seen that the British governm ent w as in the hands of the nobles. A nd silent, as prudence rendered it necessary for him  to
be, in reference to the arbitrary governm ent of France, he could not but see that the peasantry w ere subject to the m ost
intolerable abuses. This led him  to detest a m onarchy, and to do every thing in his pow er to place the governm ent of this
country in the hands of the people.

M uch tim e w as occupied in deciding upon the term s of union betw een the sm aller and the larger States. It w ill be
rem em bered that this w as the subject of very excited debates in the convention of 1776. The discussion w as earnest,
often acrim onious. Such bitterness of feeling w as engendered that, for som e tim e it w as feared that no union could be
effected.

It is evident that Franklin, as he approached the grave, becam e m ore devout, and that he lost all confidence in the pow ers
of philosophical speculations to reform  or regenerate fallen m an. H e saw  that the interposition of a divine pow er w as
needed to allay the intense excitem ent in the convention, and to lead the im passioned m em bers to act under the
conviction that they w ere responsible to G od. O n the 28th of June, this venerable, patriarchal m an offered the follow ing
m em orable resolve:

ñR esolved, That henceforth prayers, im ploring the assistance of H eaven, and its blessings on our
deliberations, be held in the A ssem bly every m orning before w e proceed to business; and that one or
m ore of the clergy of this city be requested to officiate in that service.ò

The speech w hich accom panied this m otion w ill forever be conspicuous in our annals. H e said:

ñM r. President! The sm all progress w e have m ade, after four or five w eeks close attendence and continual reasonings
w ith each other; our different sentim ents on alm ost every question, is, m ethinks, a m elancholy proof of the im perfection
of the hum an understanding.

ñIn this situation of this A ssem bly groping, as it w ere, in the dark, to find political truth, and scarce able to distinguish it
w hen presented to us, how  has it happened, sir, that w e have not yet hitherto once thought of hum bly applying to the
Father of Lights to illum inate our understandings?

ñIn the beginning of the contest w ith Britain, w hen w e w ere sensible of danger, w e had daily prayers, in this room , for
divine protection! O ur prayers, sir, w ere heard, and they w ere graciously answ ered. A ll of us, w ho w ere engaged in the
struggle, m ust have observed frequent instances of a superintending Providence in our favor. To that kind Providence w e
ow e this happy opportunity of consulting, in peace, on the m eans of establishing our future national felicity. A nd have w e
now  forgotten that pow erful friend? or do w e im agine that w e no longer need his assistance?

ñI have lived, sir, a long tim e. A nd the longer I live, the m ore convincing proofs I see of this truth; That G od governs in
the affairs of m en. A nd if a sparrow  cannot fall to the ground w ithout his notice, is it probable that an Em pire can rise
w ithout his aid? W e have been assured, sir, in the Sacred W ritings, that óexcept the Lord build the house, they labor in
vain that build it.ô I firm ly believe this. A nd I also believe that, w ithout H is concurring aid, w e shall succeed in this
political building, no better than the building of B abel.ò

It is alm ost incom prehensible that, under the influence of such an appeal, the great m ajority of the A ssem bly should have
voted against seeking divine aid. In a note appended to this speech, Franklin w rites,

ñThe convention, except three or four persons, thought prayers unnecessary.ò[39]



The convention cam e to a trium phant close, early in Septem ber, 1787. B ehind the speakerôs chair there w as a picture of
the R ising Sun. W hile the m em bers w ere signing, Franklin turned to M r. M adison, and said,

ñI have often, in the course of the session, and the vicissitudes of m y hopes and fears as to its issue, looked at the picture
behind the President, w ithout being able to tell w hether the sun w ere rising or setting. But now  at length, I have the
happiness to know  that it is a rising, not a setting sun.ò

W ashington w as universally revered. Franklin w as both revered and loved. It w as alm ost the universal feeling that, next
to W ashington, our nation w as indebted to Franklin for its Independence. Franklin occupied, in the arduous field of
diplom acy, the position w hich W ashington occupied at the head of our arm ies. It w as certain that Franklin had, at one
period of his life, entirely renounced his belief in C hristianity, as a divine revelation. H is Christian friends, num bering
hundreds, encouraged by som e of the utterances of his old age, w ere anxious to know  if he had returned to the faith of his
fathers. D r. Ezra Stiles, President of Y ale C ollege, w as a friend of Franklinôs of m any years standing. W hen the revered
patriot had reached his eighty-fifth year, D r. Stiles w rote, soliciting his portrait for the college library. In this letter, he
says,

ñI w ish to know  the opinion of m y venerable friend, concerning Jesus of N azareth. H e w ill not im pute
this to im pertinence; or im proper curiosity in one, w ho, for so m any years, has continued to love,
esteem  and reverence his abilities and literary character, w ith an ardor and affection bordering on
adoration.ò

W hat D r. Stiles, and the com m unity in general, w ished to know  w as, w hether D r. Franklin recognized the D ivine,
supernatural origin of C hristianity. Franklin evaded the question. This evasion of course indicates that he did not
recognize, in the religion of Jesus, the authority of, ñThus saith the Lord.ò B ut he w ished to avoid w ounding the feelings
of his C hristian friends by this avow al. H e w rote,

ñThis is m y creed. I believe in G od, the C reator of the Universe; that he governs it by his Providence;
that he ought to be w orshiped; that the m ost acceptable service w e render to him , is doing good to his
other children; that the soul of m an is im m ortal, and w ill be treated w ith justice in another life,
respecting its conduct in this. These I take to be fundam ental points in all sound religion, and I regard
them  as you do, in w hatever sect I m eet w ith them .

ñA s to Jesus of N azareth, m y opinion of w hom  you particularly desire, I think his system  of m orals and
his religion, as he left them  to us, the best the w orld ever saw , or is like to see. B ut I apprehend it has
received various corrupting changes, and I have, w ith m ost of the D issenters in England, som e doubts
as to his D ivinity; though it is a question I do not dogm atize upon, having never studied it. A nd I think it
needless to busy m yself w ith it now , w hen I expect soon an opportunity of know ing the truth w ith less
trouble.

ñI see how ever no harm  in its being believed, if that belief has the good consequence, as probably it
has, of m aking his doctrines m ore respected and observed; especially as I do not perceive that the
Suprem e takes it am iss, by distinguishing the unbelievers in his governm ent of this w orld, w ith any
peculiar m arks of his displeasure. I shall only add respecting m yself, that, having experienced the
goodness of that B eing, in conducting m e prosperously through a long life, I have no doubt of its
continuance in the next, though w ithout the sm allest conceit of m eriting such goodness.ò

H e then adds the follow ing suggestive postscript. ñI confide that you w ill not expose m e to criticism  and censures, by
publishing any part of this com m unication to you. I have ever let others enjoy their religious sentim ents, w ithout
reflecting on them , for those that appeared to m e unsupportable, or even absurd. A ll sects here, and w e have a great
variety, have experienced m y good w ill, in assisting them  w ith subscriptions for the building their new  places of
w orship. A nd, as I have never opposed any of their doctrines, I hope to go out of the w orld in peace w ith them  all.ò

M uch of his tim e, in these hours of sickness, he em ployed in w riting his A utobiography. The sufferings he endured w ere
at tim es very severe. B ut w hen he spoke of his approaching departure, it w as w ith com posure. A t one tim e, w hen his
daughter expressed the w ish that he m ight yet live m any years, he replied ñI hope not.ò

A  clerical friend visited him , just as one of his paroxysm s of pain cam e on. A s his friend in consequence w as about to
retire, he said,



ñO h no; donôt go aw ay. These pains w ill soon be over. They are for m y good. A nd besides, w hat are the pains of a
m om ent in com parison w ith the pleasures of eternity.ò

There w as, in one of the cham bers of his house, a very beautiful painting of Christ on the C ross. H e requested his nurse,
a very w orthy w om an, of the Friendsô persuasion, to bring it dow n, and place it directly before him . The R ev. D avid
R itter, a great adm irer of Franklin, called to see him . H e had, how ever, but a few  m om ents before, breathed his last.
Sarah H um phries, the nurse, invited D avid into the cham ber, to view  the rem ains. M r. R itter expressed surprise in seeing
the picture of the Saviour on the cross occupying so conspicuous a position, saying, ñY ou know , Sarah, that m any people
think that D r. Franklin w as not after this sort.ò

ñY es,ò she replied, ñbut thee know s, D avid, that m any m ake a great fuss about religion, w ho have very little. A nd m any,
w ho say but little, have a good deal. H e w as never satisfied, if a day passed aw ay unless he had done som e one a
service.[40] B enjam in Franklin w as one of that sort. I w ill tell thee how  the picture cam e here. M any w eeks ago, as he
lay, he beckoned m e to him , and told m e of this picture, up stairs, and begged I w ould bring it to him . I brought it. H is
face brightened up, as he looked at it, and he said,

ñóA y Sarah; there is a picture w orth looking at. That is the picture of him  w ho cam e into the w orld to teach m en to love
one another.ôò

ñA fter looking at it w istfully for som e tim e, he said, óSarah, set this picture up over the m antel-piece, right before m e as I
lie. I like to look at it.ô

ñW hen I fixed it up he looked at it very m uch; and indeed died w ith his eyes fixed upon it.ò

H ow ever deeply Franklin, in these dying hours m ay have pondered the sublim ities of Im m ortalityð the R esurrectionð
the Judgm ent Throneð the Final V erdictð H eavenð H ell,ð he w as very reticent respecting those them es. W e certainly
see none of the trium ph of Paul, and of thousands of others, w ho have in varied language, expressed the sentim ent that,

ñJesus can m ake a dying bed
Feel soft as dow ny pillow s are.ò

A  few  hours before his death, as som e one urged him  to change his position, that he m ight breathe easier he replied, ña
dying m an can do nothing easy.ò These w ere his last w ords. H e then sank into a lethargy, from  w hich he passed into that
sleep w hich has no earthly w aking. It w as eleven oôclock at night, A pril 17, 1790. H e had lived eighty-four years, three
m onths and eleven days.

B ut no candid and charitable reader can peruse this narrative, w ithout the adm ission that Benjam in Franklin,
notw ithstanding his im perfections, w as one of the w isest and best of all the fallen children of A dam . From  his dying hour
to the present day his m em ory has been justly cherished w ith reverence and affection, throughout the civilized w orld.
A nd there is no fear that this verdict w ill ever be reversed.



FOOTNOTES:

Sparksô Life and W orks of Franklin, V ol. 6, p. 291.

This volum e has been republished by the M ass. S. S. Society.

W orks of D r. Franklin by W . Tem ple Franklin. V ol. I, p. 447.

ñFor som e years he w andered in heathenish darkness. H e forsook the safe and good though narrow  w ay of his forefathers, and of
his father and m other, and his gentle U ncle B enjam in, w ithout finding better and larger w ays of his ow n. H e w as in danger of
becom ing a castaw ay or a com m onplace successful m an of the w orld. H e found in due tim e, after m any trials, and m uch suffering
and m any grievous errors, that the soul of a m an does not thrive upon negations, and that, in very truth a m an m ust believe in
order that he m ay be saved.òð Partonôs Life of Franklin, Vol. I, p. 71.

The intelligent reader w ill recall the glow ing version of this Psalm , by Steinhold.

ñThe Lord descended from  above,
A nd bow ed the heavens m ost high;

A nd underneath his feet he cast
The darkness of the sky.

O n cherub and on cherubim ,
Full royally he rode;

A nd on the w ings of m ighty w inds,
C am e flying all abroad.ò

W e both of us happen to know , as w ell as the stationer, that R iddlesden, the attorney, w as a very knave. H e had half ruined M iss
R eadôs father by persuading him  to be bound for him . B y his letter it appeared there w as a secret schem e on foot to the prejudice
of M r. H am ilton; that K eith w as concerned in it w ith R iddlesden.ð W orks of Franklin, by Sparks, V ol. i, p. 55.

In this extraordinary docum ent our young deist w rites, ñThere is said to be a first m over, w ho is called G od, w ho is all w ise, all
good, all pow erful. If he is all good, w hatsoever he doeth m ust be good. If he is all w ise, w hatever he doeth m ust be w ise. That
there are things to w hich w e give the nam e of Evil, is not to be deniedð such as theft, m urder, etc. B ut these are not in reality
evils. To suppose anything to exist or to be done contrary to the w ill of the A lm ighty is to suppose him  not A lm ighty. There is
nothing done but G od either does or perm its. Though a creature m ay do m any actions, w hich, by his fellow  creatures, w ill be
nam ed evil, yet he can not act w hat w ill be in itself displeasing to G od.

ñW e w ill sum  up the argum ent thus, W hen the C reator first designed the universe, either it w as his w ill that all should exist and be
in the m anner they are at this tim e, or it w as his w ill that they should be otherw ise. To say it w as H is w ill things should be
otherw ise, is to say that som ew hat hath contradicted H is w ill; w hich is im possible. Therefore w e m ust allow  that all things exist
now  in a m anner agreeable to H is w ill; and, in consequence of that, all are equally good and therefore equally esteem ed by H im .
N o condition of life or being is better or preferable to another.ò

This w hole treatise m ay be found in the appendix to the first volum e of Partonôs Life of Franklin.

Franklin w rites in his autobiography, ñI grew  fond of her com pany, and being at that tim e under no religious restraint, and taking
advantage of m y im portance to her, I attem pted to take som e liberties w ith her, another erratum , w hich she repulsed w ith a
proper degree of resentm ent. She w rote to R alph and acquainted him  w ith m y conduct. This occasioned a breach betw een us; and
w hen he returned to London, he let m e know  he considered all the obligations he had been under to m e as annulled.òð W orks of
Franklin, V ol. i, p. 59.

ñO n one of these days I w as, to m y surprise, sent for by a great m an I knew  only by nam e, Sir W illiam  W yndham . H e had heard
of m y sw im m ing from  C helsea to B lackfriars and of m y teaching W ygate and another young m an to sw im  in a few  hours. H e had
tw o sons about to set out on their travels. H e w ished to have them  first taught sw im m ing, and proposed to gratify m e handsom ely
if I w ould teach them . They w ere not yet com e to tow n, and m y stay w as uncertain, so I could not undertake it. B ut from  the
incident I thought it likely that if I w ere to rem ain in England and opened a sw im m ing-school I m ight get a good deal of m oney.
A nd it struck m e so strongly that had the overture been m ade m e sooner, probably I should not so soon have returned to
A m erica.òð A utobiography, V ol. I. p. 66.

Partonôs Life of Franklin, V ol. I, p. 168.

ñM y argum ents perverted som e others, especially C ollins and R alph. B ut each of these having w ronged m e greatly w ithout the
least com punction; and recollecting K eithôs conduct tow ards m e, w ho w as another Free-thinker, and m y ow n tow ards V ernon and
M iss R ead, w hich at tim es gave m e great trouble, I began to suspect that this doctrine, though it m ight be true, w as not very
useful. M y London pam phlet, printed in 1725, and w hich had for its m otto,

ñóW hatever is is right,ô

and w hich from  the attributes of G od, H is infinite w isdom , goodness and pow er, concluded that nothing could possibly be w rong in
the w orld, and that vice and virtue w ere em pty distinctions, no such things existing, appeared now  not so clever a perform ance, as
I once thought it; and I doubted w hether som e error had not insinuated itself unperceived into m y argum ent.ò

In the year 1779, D r. Franklin w rote to D r. B enjam in V aughn respecting this pam phlet.

ñThere w ere only one hundred copies printed, of w hich I gave a few  to friends. A fterw ards, disliking the piece, I burnt the rest,
except one copy. I w as not nineteen years of age w hen it w as w ritten. In 1730, I w rote a piece on the other side of the question,



w hich began w ith laying for its foundation that alm ost all m en, in all ages and countries, have at tim es m ade use of prayer.

ñThence I reasoned that if all things are ordained, prayer m ust be am ong the rest ordained; but as prayer can procure no change in
things that are ordained, praying m ust then be useless and an absurdity. G od w ould, therefore, not ordain praying if everything else
w as ordained. B ut praying exists, therefore all other things are not ordained. This m anuscript w as never printed. The great
uncertainty I found in m etaphysical reasoning disgusted m e, and I quitted that kind of reading and study for others m ore
satisfactory.òð A utobiography, p. 76.

This pam phlet m ay be found in Sparksô ñW orks of Franklin,ò V ol. ii, p. 253.

Life of Franklin, by Sparks, p. 102.

ñN o other B ritish colony adm its of the evidence of an Indian against a w hite m an; nor are the com plaints of Indians against w hite
m en duly regarded in other colonies; w hereby these poor people endure the m ost cruel treatm ent from  the very w orst of our ow n
people, w ithout hope of redress. A nd all the Indian w ars in our colonies w ere occasioned by such m eans.ò

Im portance of the B ritish Plantations in A m erica to these K ingdom s, London. 1731.

Life and W orks of John A dam s, V ol. ii, p. 165.

ñA nd now  after the lapse of one hundred and thirty years, w e find persons w illing to give tw enty-five dollars for a single num ber,
and several hundred dollars for a com plete set. N ay, the reading m atter of several of the num bers, has been republished w ithin
these few  years, and that republication already begins to com m and the price of a rarity.òð Partonôs Life of Franklin, V ol. i, p.
231.

ñPoor R ichard, at this day, w ould be reckoned an indecent production. A ll great hum orists w ere all indecent, before C harles
D ickens. They used certain w ords w hich are now  never pronounced by polite persons, and are never printed by respectable
printers; and they referred freely to certain subjects w hich are fam iliar to every living creature, but w hich it is now  agreed am ong
civilized beings, shall not be topics of conversation. In this respect Poor R ichard w as no w orse, and not m uch better than other
colonial periodicals, som e of w hich contain things incredibly obscene, as m uch so as the strongest passages of Sterne, Sm ollet and
D e Foe.òð Parton.

ñIt w as about this tim e I conceived the bold and arduous project of arriving at m oral perfection. I w ished to live w ithout
com m itting any fault at any tim e. A s I knew , or thought I knew  w hat w as right and w rong, I did not see w hy I m ight not alw ays
do the one and avoid the other. B ut I soon found that I had undertaken a task of m ore difficulty than I had im agined.òð
A utobiography, p. 105.

ñA utobiography of Franklin,ò as given by Sparks, p. 139.

Franklin w as then 53 years of age.

W ilsonôs Life of B ishop W hite, p. 89.

M r. Parton, in his excellent Life of Franklin, one of the best biographies w hich w as ever w ritten, objects to this w ithholding of the
C hristian nam e from  D r. Franklin. H e w rites,

ñI do not understand w hat D r. Priestly m eant, by saying that Franklin w as an unbeliever in C hristianity, since
he him self w as open to the sam e charge from  nine-tenths of the inhabitants of C hristendom . Perhaps, if the
tw o m en w ere now  alive, w e m ight express the theological difference betw een them  by saying that Priestly
w as a U nitarian of the C hanning school, and Franklin of that of Theodore Parker.ò A gain he w rites, ñI have
ventured to call Franklin the consum m ate C hristian of his tim e. Indeed I know  not w ho, of any tim e, has
exhibited m ore of the Spirit of C hrist.òð Partonôs Franklin Vol. 1. p. 546. Vol. 2. p. 646.

ñFor dinner parties Franklin w as in such dem and that, during the London season, he som etim es dined out six days in the w eek for
several w eeks together. H e also confesses that occasionally he drank m ore w ine than becam e a philosopher. It w ould indeed have
been extrem ely difficult to avoid it, in that soaking age, w hen a m anôs force w as reckoned by the num ber of bottles he could
em pty.òð Partonôs Life of Franklin, V ol. i, p. 540.

A s an illustration of the state of the tim es, I give the follow ing verse from  one of the songs w hich Franklin w rote, and w hich he
w as accustom ed to sing w ith great applause. A t the m eetings of the Junto, all the club joined in the chorus,

ñFair V enus calls; her voice obey
In beautyôs arm s spend night and day.
The joys of love all joys excel,
A nd lovingôs certainly doing w ell.

C horus.

O h! no!
N ot so!
For honest souls still know
Friends and the bottle still bear the bell.ò

ñIt is w ell,ò M r. Parton w rites, ñfor us, in these days, to consider the spectacle of this large, robust soul, sporting in this sim ple,
hom ely w ay. This superb Franklin of ours, w ho spent som e evenings in m ere jollity, passed nearly all his days in labor m ost fruitful
of benefit to his country.òð Life of Franklin, V ol. i, p. 262.



It m ay be w orthy of record, that W edderburn becam e the hero of the clubs and the favorite of the Tory party. W ealth and honors
w ere lavished upon him . H e rose to the dignity of an earl and lord chancellor, and yet w e do not find, in any of the annals of those
days, that he is spoken of otherw ise than as a shallow , unprincipled m an. W hen his death, after a few  hoursô illness, w as
announced to the king, he scornfully said, ñH e has not left a w orse m an behind him .ò

ñA nd here perhaps w e have one of the reasons w hy D r. Franklin, w ho w as universally confessed to be the ablest pen in A m erica,
w as not alw ays asked to w rite the great docum ents of the R evolution. H e w ould have put a joke into the D eclaration of
Independence, if it had fallen to him  to w rite it. A t this tim e he w as a hum orist of fifty years standing, and had becom e fixed in the
habit of illustrating great truths by grotesque and fam iliar sim iles. H is jokes, the circulating m edium  of C ongress, w ere as helpful to
the cause, as Jayôs conscience or A dam sô fire; they restored good hum or, and relieved the tedium  of delay, but w ere out of place
in form al, exact and authoritative papers.òð Partonôs Franklin, V ol. 2. p. 85.

U pon the overthrow  of the royalist cause, G overnor Franklin w ith other Tories w ent to England. G overnm ent gave him  outright
eighteen hundred pounds, and settled upon him  a pension of eight hundred pounds a year. A fter the lapse of ten years he sought
reconciliation w ith w ith his father. H e lived to the age of eighty-tw o and died in London, in 1813.

In the year 1780, M r. H enry Laurens, form erly President of C ongress, w as sent as am bassador to H olland. The ship w as
captured off N ew foundland, after a chase of five hours. The unfortunate m an w as throw n into the Tow er, w here he w as
im prisoned fifteen m onths, ñw hereò he w rote to M r. B urke, ñI suffered under a degree of rigor, alm ost if not altogether
unexam pled in m odern B ritish history.ò

This anecdote has had a w ide circulation in the new spapers. M r. W illiam  C obbett inserts it in his ñW orks,ò w ith the follow ing
com m ent, characteristic of the spirit of m ost of the higher class of Englishm en, in those days:

ñW hether this anecdote record a truth or not I shall not pretend to say. B ut it m ust be confessed, that the
expressions im puted to the tw o personages w ere strictly in character. In G ibbon, w e see the faithful subject,
and the m an of candor and honor. In Franklin the treacherous and m alicious old Zanga, of B oston.òð W orks
of W illiam  C obbett. Vol. vii, p. 244.

W orks of John A dam s, V ol. III, p. 220.

This is a delicate subject, but it m ust not be ignored. M r. Parton w rites,ð ñO ne penny-a-liner inform ed the public that D r. Franklin
had a son, w ho, though illegitim ate, w as a m uch m ore honest m an than his father. A s to the m other of that son, nothing w as
know n of her, except that her seducer let her die in the streets.ò

There w as no end to those attacks. They w ere attended by every exaggeration of m alignity w hich hatred could engender. It is
certain that Franklin w ould have been saved from  these w oes could he, as a young m an, have em braced the faith of the religion
of Jesus, and developed that faith in his practice.

The w onderful achievem ents of this patriot are fully recorded in one of the volum es of this series.

In reference to the prom ises contained in the letter, Franklin referred to a book w hich it w as said G eorge III. had carefully studied,
called Arcana Im perii. A  prince, to appease a revolt, had prom ised indem nity to the revolters. The question w as subm itted to the
keepers of the kingôs conscience, w hether he w ere bound to keep his prom ises. The reply w as,

ñN o! It w as right to m ake the prom ises, because the revolt could not otherw ise be suppressed. It w ould be w rong to keep them ,
because revolters ought to be punished.ò

Sparksô Franklin, V ol. iii, p. 278.

M r. Jefferson, after an intim acy of seven m onths w ith John A dam s, in Paris, w rote of him : ñH e is vain, irritable, and a bad
calculator of the force and probable effect of the m otives w hich govern m en. This is all the ill w hich can possibly be said of him .
H e is as disinterested as the B eing w ho m ade him .ò

Edm und B urke w rote to D r. Franklin that ñThe m otion w as the declaration of tw o hundred and thirty four m em bers; but it w as
the opinion, he thought, of the w hole house.ò

M r. A dam s w rote, in his diary, N ovem ber, 1782, ñM r. Jay donôt like any Frenchm an. The M arquis de la Fayette is clever, but he
is a Frenchm an.ò

D iplom atic C orrespondence of the A m erican R evolution, V . viii, p. 209.

C ontem plate the still greater blunder of our civil w ar. It w as forced upon the nation by the slave traders, that they m ight
perpetuate slavery. A nd now  after the infliction of w oes w hich no finite im agination can gauge, these very slave-holders declare
w ith one voice, that nothing w ould induce them  to reinstate the execrable institution. H ow  m uch m isery w ould have been
averted, and w hat a com parative paradise w ould our southern country now  have been, if before, instead of after the w ar, the
oppressed had been allow ed to go free!

M r. Parton undoubtedly suggested the true reason for this strange refusal to seek divine guidance. H e w rites,

ñI think it not im probable that the cause of this opposition to a proposal so seldom  negatived in the U nited
States, w as the prevalence in the C onvention of the French tone of feeling w ith regard to religious
observances. If so, it w as the m ore rem arkable to see the aged Franklin, w ho w as a deist at fifteen, and had
just returned from  France, com ing back to the sentim ents of his ancestors.òð Partonôs Franklin V ol. 2, p.
575.

This rem inds us of the exclam ation of the Em peror Titus, w ho, at the close of a day in w hich he could not perceive that he had



done any good, exclaim ed, sadly, ñPerdidi D iem .ò I have lost a day. B eautifully has the sentim ent been expressed in the w ords,
w hich it w ould be w ell for all to treasure up,

ñC ount that day lost, w hose low  descending sun,
V iew s at thy hand no w orthy action done.ò



TRANSCRIBER’S NOTE:

M inor changes have been m ade to correct obvious typesettersô errors; otherw ise, every effort has been m ade to rem ain
true to the authorôs w ords and intent.

[The end of Benjam in Franklin by John C . S. A bbott]
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